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A busy spring brings such a flurry of B-film news and activities that May gets its own newsletter.

Congratulations to co-director of B-Film Clodagh Brook, Reader in 
Italian Cinema and Culture and Head of the Department of Modern 
Languages at the University of Birmingham, who was awarded an AHRC 
grant of nearly £700,000 for the second phase of Interdisciplinary Italy. 
Interdisciplinary Italy 1900-2020: Interart/Intermedia explores the 
interrelationships of the arts (literature, cinema, music, art etc.) in Italy 
through modernism and postmodernism and explores transmedial 
developments in the digital age. http://interdisciplinaryitaly.com

Congratulations are also due to B-Film's Michele Aaron, whose 
book DEATH AND THE MOVING IMAGE: IDEOLOGY, ICONOGRAPHY 
AND I won the Kraszna-Krausz award for best Moving Image Book 
of the Year. The short-listed books were on display in the new 
Media Space at the Science Museum for several months and 
Michele’s triumph was announced at an awards ceremony there on 
the 18th of May: http://mediaspacelondon.tumblr.com/post/
116912392244/the-nominees-for-the-kraszna-krausz-book-awards. 
The nomination coincided with the publication in paperback version 
of the book by Edinburgh University Press.

B-Film's co-director Rob Stone spent May occupying the Koldo 
Mitxelena Chair in Basque Cultural Studies at the University of 
Chicago, where he delivered lectures on Basque cinema in 
collaboration with the Etxepare Institute and Professor María Pilar 
Rodríguez of the University of Deusto. May also saw the publication 
in Spanish of the book CINE VASCO: UNA HISTORIA POLÍTICA Y 
CULTURAL (Basque Cinema: A Cultural and Political History) by 
Comunicación Social. Co-written by Rob and María Pilar Rodríguez, 
the book offers the definitive account of the history of Basque 
cinema and new theoretical frameworks for the understanding of 
small cinemas. The English-language version is currently in press 
and will soon be published by I.B. Tauris. Rob also gave the keynote 
address at a conference on 'The Supernatural' in University College London 
in May with a paper entitled 'NO MAN'S LAND: GHOSTS OF TERRORISM IN 
BASQUE CINEMA’ and saw the publication of a chapter entitled ‘Screening 
European Heritage: Negotiating Europe's Past via the Heritage Film’, co-
authored with Axel Bangert and Paul Cooke in FILM, HISTORY & MEMORY, 
co-edited by Fearghal McGarry and Jennie M. Carlsten for Palgrave.
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Current MA student Will Amott joins B-Film and the University of Birmingham with a full 
AHRC grant to pursue a PhD as part of the Midlands3Cities Doctoral Training Partnership. 
Will's co-supervisors are Michele Aaron and Rob Stone and he will be investigating 
representations of AIDS and HIV in recent films and television series.

The 5th BASQUE, CATALAN and GALICIAN CINEMA SEASON was held 
in May at the MAC Birmingham. Screenings included the Basque film 
AUPA ETXEBESTE! (Hurray for Etxebeste), directed by Asier Altuna and 
Telmo Esnal, who participated in a question and answer session after 
the screening, the Catalan film TOTS VOLEM EL MILLOR PER A ELLA 
(We All Want What’s Best for her), directed by Mar Coll, who was also 
present to discuss the film after the screening, and the Galician film 
ENCALLADOS (Stranded), directed by Alfonso Zarauza who particpated 
in a Q&A. The season was organised by Ira Ortigosa Pascual and 
represents a collaboration between the University of Birmingham, the 
Xunta de Galicia, Institut Ramon Llull and the Etxepare Institute. 

Inspired by the topic of community filmmaking, B-Film 
and The Centre for World Cinemas at the University of 
Leeds teamed up to host a sandpit event on the 
subject at the University of Birmingham.. Four hours of 
brainstorming featuring B-Film’s Michele Aaron, 
Roger Shannon, Richard Langley, Rob Stone, 
Nosa Obayiuwana and many others with a common 
interest produced several further research projects.

Rob Stone met up with Richard Linklater in 
Austin, Texas in May in preparation for writing 
the second edition of his book on the filmmaker, 
WALK, DON'T RUN: THE CINEMA OF RICHARD 
LINKLATER, which will be published by Columbia 
University Press in 2016 and will include new 
writing and interview material on BEFORE 
MIDNIGHT, BOYHOOD and the director's new 
film THAT'S WHAT I'M TALKING ABOUT! Rob 
visited the Austin Film Studios where Linklater 
has his Detour production company and spent a 
few hours discussing the films and Linklater’s 
experiences of the Oscars with BOYHOOD.

B-Film is delighted to be hosting a screening of AMORES PERROS on 
2 June at 18.00 in the Barber Institute’s lecture theatre. The evening 
will begin with a presentation by Deborah Shaw of the University of 
Portsmouth on Mexican cinema and the work of Alejandro González 
Iñárritu, director of AMORES PERROS, BABEL, BIUTIFUL and the  
recent Oscar-laden BIRDMAN. http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/culture/
events/Mexicanfestival/index2.aspx       
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