COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LAW GRADUATE SCHOOL

PG Research Support Fund 2014-15
Guidance notes for applicants & Supporting Supervisors

1. Eligibility: ALL postgraduate students from the Schools of: 

· English, Drama and American & Canadian Studies

· History and Cultures

· Birmingham Law School

· Languages, Cultures, Art History and Music

· Philosophy, Theology and Religion
2. Students with the following status will not be considered:

· Leave of Absence/Excluded 
3. Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) funded students may be eligible for the Research Training Support Grant (RTSG). The RTSG can be used for overseas and UK study visits and overseas conference attendance. For more information and details on how to apply please visit the following page: 
https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/studentservices/graduateschool/funding/current/ahrccu.aspx
4. There will be two rounds of funding during the year 2014-15:
· Monday 20th October – Monday 17th November 2014; and

· Monday 26th January 2015 - Monday 2nd March 2015

5. There is no limit to the amount for which any PGR or PGT student can apply, and the Panel has discretion to make awards in line with the academic merit of the application. Students are advised, however, that the usual subsidy is:
· Full-time PGR (PhD, MA by Research, MRes, MLitt) applicants – Up to £200
· Part-time PGR (PhD, MA by Research, MRes, MLitt) applicants – Up to £100

· Full-time PGT applicants – Up to £100

· Part-time PGT applicants – Up to £50

6. Both prospective and retrospective applications (covering activities undertaken within six months of the deadline) will be considered. Please note all retrospective applications must be accompanied by original receipts. 
7. Applications may be made for support towards conference expenses or research expenses (i.e. travel, copying, books etc…). Please note travel and accommodation should be by the cheapest possible means.  
8. Applicants need to ensure that they send applications to supervisors/programme convenors at least 7 days before the deadline to allow an adequate amount of time for completion. Please note applications won’t be considered without a supervisor/programme convenor statement.
      
9. The panel awarding the funds will be chaired by the College of Arts & Law Graduate School Deputy Director. The panel members will be made up from Heads of Postgraduate Studies from across the College. Both applicants and supporting supervisors/programme convenors should note that competition is high. Applications that demonstrate significant added value to the applicant’s degree will be prioritised (e.g. giving a paper at a conference of international standing, the use of an archive that is of intrinsic value to the student’s research project etc). Applications from students presenting a paper at a conference will be given priority over applications for conference attendance only. Please note that, in line with CAL policy, funds for sustenance (meals) other than conference dinners (indicated as such on the conference registration form) will not normally be provided. 

10. Applications can be made to each round, but generally speaking applications from students who have not received funding during the current academic year will be given priority.  
11. Claims: Payment of funds supporting successful applications will be contingent on the submission of relevant original receipts along with a finance claim form within one month of the activity taking place.  Please note that all expenditure must be processed before the end of the University financial year (July). Therefore if necessary students must ensure that they make advance payment and have receipts available to claim before the end of the financial year in which the award was given (e.g. pay in advance for conference fees, travel tickets etc). All claim forms must be received by the end of June to ensure they are processed.


Please send queries to the CAL Graduate School: calpg-research@contacts.bham.ac.uk  
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