
 

 

To what extent do the conversational features 
between siblings reflect personality theories 

outlined in Birth Order Psychology? 

 

What your birth order position can say 

about you!*  

Eldest: perfectionist, reliable, well-organised, 

driven, critical, logical, serious, scholarly 

Middle: mediator, diplomatic, avoids conflict, 

independent, loyal, popular, secretive, maverick 

Youngest: charming, manipulative, attention-

seeking, “people-person”, precocious, engaging, 

affectionate 

Only: thorough, wise beyond their years, self-

motivated, cautious, has high expectations of self, 

veracious reader  

*(But bear in mind that there are a number of variables that can 

affect how well this works... e.g. twins, disabled siblings, gaps 

larger than 5 years between siblings) 

What is birth order psychology? 

‘the science of understanding your 

place in the family line’ (Leman, 

2006, p. 18) 

An outline of my Research 

Project... 

I found 4 pairs of siblings that fitted the 

following criteria: 

- No other siblings but each other 

- No more than 2.5 years between their 

birth dates 

- No less than 2 years between their 

birth dates 

- Aged between 18 and 22 

These pairs were: two sisters, two 

brothers, older sister/younger 

brother, older brother/younger sister. 

After doing extensive reading into birth 

order psychology, I compiled a list of 6 

personality traits for the eldest and 

youngest sibling respectively. I then drew 

links between these traits and interactional 

features that they would be reflected through 

– for example: 

Trait Interactional 
Feature 

‘funny’ Will evoke 
laughter/tell 
amusing narratives 

‘prone to talk too 
much’ 

Will flout Grice’s 
maxims 

 

I then recorded my four pairs for 

around 30 minutes, and transcribed 

1000 words of each recording. I will go 

on to analyse these transcriptions, 

noting frequencies of each 

interactional feature – from which I can 

draw conclusions as to whether my 

hypothesized features do indeed 

draw parallels with the supposed 

personality traits that each informant 

should have. 

If we hadn’t won an 

award tonight i’d have 

smashed the f*ckin gaff 

up 

Just wanna say 

thanks to everyone 

who voted for us 

NOEL LIAM 
1st borns are supposedly more successful than their younger 

siblings... for example: Kylie and Dannii Minogue, Beyonce 

and Solange Knowles, Jake and Maggie Gyllenhall 


