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2. Aims 
1. To reconstruct the pre-industrial landscape 

at various points in its history. 
2. To establish whether there is evidence for 

the location of an ancient burh (hill fort) 

1. D. Houghton, (Surveyor), Tithe map of the townships of Oldbury and Langley in the 
Parish of Halesowen in the County of Salop (Birmingham, 1845). Original map held by 
Sandwell Community Heritage and Archive Service 

2.  Z. Razi, Life, Marriage and Death in a Medieval Parish, Economy, Society and 
Demography in Halesowen 1270 – 1400 (Cambridge, 1980), 6, n 26; Amphlett, The 
Court Rolls of the Manor of Hales, (Oxford 1912) 251, 381 

3. © Crown Copyright/database right 2011. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service. 
1884-1885 

4.  Gelling, Signposts to the past, (Chichester 1988) 144; M. Hodder, ’Old Oldbury: the 
results of recent archaeological excavations’ in The Blackcountryman, Volume 23, No 
4, Autumn (1990), 41.  
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 1. Introduction 

1. Nineteenth Century land use. 
Small irregular shaped fields.  
Acreage for pasture and meadow 
(61%) and crops (39%).  

 
 GIS was used as a research tool 
 Maps of various dates were imported into GIS the most important being the tithe map of 1845 1 
 Microsoft Access™ database was used to record information from the tithe apportionment 

register, manor court rolls and field name analysis 
 Database was linked to the tithe map in GIS 
 British National Grid co-ordinates were applied 
 GIS was used to interrogate and display the data 

  3. Methodology 
  5. Discussion  

1.GIS mapping revealed a nineteenth century 
landscape with the small irregular fields and the 
common fields of the ‘Midland System’. Oldbury 
was identified as a pastoral farming area, 
whose landholders had roots in the Medieval 
village.  The manorial influence is evident in 
land improvement and use of resources.  

2.Unusual features in the location of the identified 
position of a burh 4 implies that the original 
hamlet developed there due to its presence, 
and points to the move of the village to its 
present location. The manor rolls and 
archaeological research indicate that this took 
place in the sixteenth century. 

3. During its history Oldbury was an island of 
Worcestershire or Shropshire surrounded by 
Staffordshire. The link specifically made with 
‘Three Shires Oak’ was an important one, 
linking Oldbury to the meeting place of the three 
counties. 

GIS was an important tool in enabling the data to 
be combined and regression of the landscape 
performed and visually represented.  Querying 
the data in GIS enabled the aims to be achieved. 
The  pre-industrial landscape was reconstructed 
at various points in its history and the lost 
landscape  was revealed.  Evidence for the 
location of an ancient burh was strengthened 
through the identification of a former village at 
this location, confirming  previous anecdotal 
reports. 

Oldbury is a town in the southern half of the Black 
Country, an area to the north-west of 
Birmingham, which came into being during the 
industrial revolution.  As industrialisation spread 
across the area, a number of small farming 
villages were transformed into grimy industrial 
towns. In the process, huge swathes of 
countryside vanished beneath a landscape 
marred by slag heaps, mines and industrial 
waste.  This was, in turn, remodelled by the 
planners of the twentieth century until little 
remained of the ancient historical landscape. 

GIS 
(Geographic Information System) is a computer 
based system designed to capture, manage, 
analyse and present all types of geographical 
data.   
GIS enables different forms of factual data to be 
incorporated into a map.  This allows the 
identification, questioning and interpretation of 
important features, patterns and trends and 
presents the information in a visual and easily 
understood format.  

2. Landholding by different 
families.   
5 of the 6 largest landholders 
held strips in the open fields. 

3. Pre-nineteenth century land use. 
Five open fields. Branch of the River 
Tame, ancient routeway. Industrial 
use e.g., ‘digmore’, ‘black meadow,’ 
‘clay croft’, ‘brickell  leasow’.  

    Manorial influence.  
The Lord of the Manor  for 
300 years was the Abbot of 
Halesowen Abbey. Evidence 
of land management: fish 
pools, cleared woodland, 
field irrigation channels, 
park, mill, grange.2 

4. Earliest landscape. Hill fort suggested in 
field called Castle Leasow on Bury Hill. 
Unusual field names in this spot, e.g.,‘battle 
oak’,  ‘vineyard’,  ‘much leasow’, ‘gains 
meadow’.  

5. Important links. Long road at bottom of 
the map led to Three Shires Oak,3 the 
ancient meeting place of the counties of 
Worcestershire, Shropshire and 
Staffordshire. 

   6. Conclusion 
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