
  

V116 Ancient and Medieval History 
 
The Ancient and Medieval History degree is taught in the  
School of History and Cultures which means that you can  
draw on a vast range of expertise in:  
 

 Ancient History and Archaeology 

 Medieval History 

 Classics 

 Byzantine, Ottoman and Modern Greek Studies  

 
We are very conscious that a true 
appreciation of the ancient and 
medieval worlds requires as broad 
an approach as possible. You get 
some module choices in your first 
year – you’ll have to make at least 
one choice as soon as you get  
here – and more and more choices 
in the second and third years. At 
the beginning you will study broad 
time periods and issues but you 
also get to focus on particular 
topics of your choosing all the    
way through. 
 
If you are interested in History in its 
broadest sense then this is the 
programme for you.  
 

Programme 
The first year represents a 
foundation year in which we instill 
core skills and knowledge for 
historical enquiry (see information 
overleaf).  
 
In the second year, the emphasis 
on small group teaching and 
independent learning increases.  
Two core modules help to develop 
you as a historian of the ancient 
and medieval worlds.  
 
In the final year, your degree is split 
into three parts: your dissertation  
(40 credits), medieval modules  
(40 credits) and ancient modules  
(40 credits). Your 12,000 word  
Dissertation is an individual 
research project, using primary 
sources to answer a historical 
question which you have developed 
since your second year and which 
is supervised by an appropriate 

specialist.  The remainder of your 
degree is made up of modules you 
choose. 
 

Year Abroad  
This four year route offers you the 
additional educational benefit of a 
year of study in an approved 
University in Europe or in English 
speaking countries.  Students with 
grades of 2.1 or above in their first 
year are invited to apply for the 
Year Abroad in the first term of      
their second year and if successful, 
will go abroad in their third year.  In 
addition to the tutor support given 
from the host University, students  
who choose to take a Year Abroad 
will be allocated a member of staff 
from the Department of History      
who will monitor their progress 
while overseas through regular 
email and/ or skype contact. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
We pride ourselves on the variety 
of methods and teaching 
assessments we use and the skills 
these provide our students with. 
Forms of assessment include 
formal three hour examinations, 
take home examinations, 
assessed essays or reports and 
both individual and group 
presentations. We believe that the 
range of skills we teach will be 
vitally important for your future 
career.   
 
You also do some ‘real’ history of 
your own – for example, reading 
and researching primary source 
materials for a dissertation, which 

will count as a significant part of 
your final degree.   
 
You will be assigned a personal 
tutor who will keep an eye on your 
academic and other progress and 
we currently have two Welfare 
Tutors within the School of History 
and Cultures who provide 
additional support.  We are very 
conscious of the importance of 
small group teaching as this gives 
you an opportunity to develop your 
communication skills and to learn 
from your lecturers and peers. 
Besides the big, set-piece lectures, 
much of our teaching is to groups 
of around twelve. Some modules 
also include one-to-one tuition for 
essay work, which we regard as a 
particularly valuable part of our 
teaching.  
 

Careers  
Our graduates have gone on to a 
wide variety of careers including 
accountancy, charity work, housing, 
human resources, international 
development, law, marketing, 
media, publishing, politics, retail 
management and teaching. Central 
and local government and the 
public services also attract History 
graduates, notably the civil service, 
NHS management, the police and 
armed services.  100% of our 
Ancient and Medieval History 
graduates go on to work and/or 
study six months after finishing the 
course.  About 30% pursue 
postgraduate study to specialise in 
an area of history of interest to 
them, or to prepare for careers 
such as law and teaching. 

 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/undergraduate/history/History-modules.aspx#historydissertation


  

We are happy to answer any questions about Ancient and Medieval History at Birmingham.  Please address your enquiries to: Heather Cullen, 
School of History and Cultures, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 2TT, United Kingdom, Tel: 0121 414 5752,  
Email: historycultures-ug@contacts.bham.ac.uk.  Full details about the programme with a year by year breakdown can be found at 
www.birmingham.ac.uk/history-ug 

 
This document was written several months in advance of the start of the academic year. It is intended to provide prospective students with a 
general picture of the programmes and courses offered by the School. Please note that not all programmes, courses or modules are offered every 
year. Our research is constantly exploring new areas and directions of study, therefore some courses or modules may be withdrawn and new ones 
offered in their place.                                                                        June 2016 

Year One Year Two Year Three 
 

Discovering the Middle Ages (Autumn) 
(20 credits) 

2,500 word assessed essay and  
2 hour summer exam 

and 
Living in the Middle Ages 

(Spring)    
(20 credits) 

2,500 word assessed essay and  
2 hour summer exam 

 
(mixture of Small Group Teaching  

and lectures) 

 
Ancient and Medieval History in  

Theory and Practice  
(Autumn) 

(20 credits) 
 

2,500 word assessed essay and  
2 hour summer exam 

 
 (mixture of Small Group Teaching and lectures) 

 

 
Dissertation 

(Autumn and Spring) 
(40 credits) 

 
12,000 word dissertation 

 
On a topic of your choice with 

individual supervision from an expert 
in the field. Taken either in Medieval 

History or Ancient History and Classics  
 

(individual one-to-one supervision) 

 
Practising History (A):  

Skills in History (Autumn) 
(10 credits) 

Plagiarism quiz and  
2,500 word assessed essay 

and  
Practising History (B):  

Approaches to History (Spring) 
(10 credits) 

2,500 word assessed essay 
 

(Small Group Teaching) 

 
Research Methods  

(Dissertation Preparation) 
(Spring) 

(20 credits) 
 

Individual class presentation and  
3,000 word assessed essay 

 
 (mixture of Small Group Teaching and lectures) 

 
 
 

Special Subject  
 

(Autumn and Spring) 
(20 + 20 credits) 

 
 

1 x takeaway exam paper and  
1 x three-hour summer exam 

 
 (Small Group Teaching) 

 
Introduction to Greek and Roman History  

(Autumn and Spring) 
(20 credits) 

 
Three-hour exam 

 
Medieval Option A  

(Autumn) 
(20 credits) 

2 x 2,500 word assessed essays 
 

 (Small Group Teaching) 
 

 
Ancient History/Classics/Archaeology 

option module 
(Autumn and Spring) 

(10 + 10 credits) 
(assessment variable) 

 
(Lectures) 

 
Medieval Option B  

(Spring) 
(20 credits) 

three-hour summer exam 
 

 (Small Group Teaching) 

 
Ancient History modules 

(Autumn and Spring) 
 

40 credits of modules chosen in 
Ancient History 

 (either a seminar and an option or 
two options (one from each semester) 

 
 (assessment variable) 

 
(mixture of Small Group Teaching  

and lectures) 

 
Ancient History Project A 

(Autumn)    
(10 credits) 

 
2,500 word assessed essay 

 
and 

 
Ancient History Project B 

(Spring)    
 (10 credits) 

 
2,500 word assessed essay 

 
(Small Group Teaching) 

 
Ancient History modules 

(Autumn and Spring) 
 

40 credits of modules chosen in Ancient History 
(either a seminar and an option or  

two options (one from each semester) 
(assessment variable) 

(mixture of Small Group Teaching and lectures) 
or 

20 credits of modules chosen in Ancient History 
(assessment variable) and  

Professional Skills Module 
(Autumn and Spring) (20 credits) 

 
2,000 word reflective essay,  

assessed individual 10 minute presentation,  
and an end-of-placement appraisal from the  

placement mentor or line-manager (placement) 

mailto:historycultures-ug@contacts.bham.ac.uk
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/historycultures

