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Today’s innovation economy is 
transforming the way people work and 
produce goods at an unprecedented 
level. From 3D printing to software 
development to advertising, digital 
technology continues to transform 
our concepts of  work, making certain 
manufacturing sectors redundant 
and ushering in new efficiencies in 
production. What is increasing more 
and more is the production of  ideas 
over the production of  goods, especially 
in the UK and North America. 

As we embrace this new industrial 
revolution, what is the appropriate 
built form of  the new ideas factory? 
The historic factory. Historic factories 
varied greatly in size throughout the 
UK during the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. Manchester 
and Liverpool were the homes of  
large textile mills in the UK typically 
found in North American cities such 
as Cleveland, Ohio and Toronto, 
Ontario; but in other UK cities, such 
as Birmingham and Sheffield, smaller, 
more intimate factories built for highly 
crafted product production and social 
industrial “linkage” were prevalent. 

This talk will discuss how the historic 
factories of  Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter, Sheffield’s Little ‘Mesters’ 
Yards, and London’s Lipton Tea 
Warehouse can become the new spaces 
for an ecological sustainable, idea-
driven economy of  21st century Britain. 

R.S.V.P. to Lucy Swift
l.swift@bham.ac.uk


