
Dear Student, 

To start with a massive congratulations and well done is due! You have earnt 

your place at the University of Birmingham and we cannot wait to welcome 

you into our Chemical Engineering family. You must all be feeling relieved 

after the hard work you put in during those dreaded weeks of revision and 

exams, but I hate to tell you, it doesn’t stop there. However, without a word 

of a lie, the fun does begin here!  

To start with, we have a variety of different societies that are run at the uni-

versity. However there are also so many opportunities within the college of Chemical Engineering itself. There 

is a hockey and netball club, days out including ice-skating and bowling and then many of our nights out! Be-

ware, you are in for a year of hard work and an immense amount of fun! 

We do have our own society called BUCES, Birmingham University Chemical Engineering Society. The society 

itself has 13 very valuable members that put together all the events held during the year and look after you to 

ensure that the course is run as you all wish and expect it to do so. There is a side note however, I hope some 

of you willing Freshers step up to the plate as there is the potential to be one of two of the First Year Repre-

sentatives. You will have the opportunity to help us with the decision making throughout the year! 

Each committee member has their own duties but we all look out for one another! Now let me give you an 

overview of the clan; 

Leading us through our daily battles and keeping us under control is our President, George. 

Always with a smile on his face he will welcome you into our family. If you haven't met him 

after your first term there is definitely something wrong with you as he will 

be hanging around and pestering you to get involved with all our 

events...because who shouldn't love Chem Eng more than our very own pres-

ident?! 

Next we have the keeper of the big bucks, Suzie as Treasurer. She keeps us all in cheque (I 

apologise for the pun), so that at the end of the year everyone receives a magazine of an over-

view of the year for free… so no one will forget all those embarrassing things 

you did in your first year of university!  

Alex is our Social Rep for the coming year, organising all the crazy nights out 

that make your first year so memorable! From the Winterball to Pub Golf, there 

is something for everyone… so make sure you have your fancy dress ready, you 

are in for a surprise!  

We have to remember that university is the place to bag that dream job, and one of the people 

that can catapult you in the right direction is our Industrial Rep, Ella. Liaising with companies 

throughout the year and organising networking events such as the Industrial Dinner, Ella will be snooping out 

all the opportunities for you to get to where you want to at the end of your Degree.  

For those of you that enjoy getting hot and sweaty playing sport, Reece our Sports Rep is your 

guy! We have clubs within the school including netball, hockey, football and rugby, giving you 

the chance to meet new people within the other engineering schools. However one of his big-

gest jobs this year is organising FRANK MORTON!!! The biggest and bestest day in every Chem 

Eng students diary… you have been warned!  



Then we come to Chloe, our Charity Rep. Always with a smile on her face she battles with the 

student bank balance and the ability to give to charity. There are many fundraising opportunities 

to get involved with throughout the year including the annual Birmingham Half Marathon (where 

there is no excuse not to do it if I am doing it…where I predict I will be crawling across the line..), 

a PJ Day and much, much more!! 

Kingsley is our International Rep who's part in the committee is to make all our in-

ternational students feel at home and part of our Chem Eng family. He will be run-

ning the international buddy scheme so that all our international students settle in happily, making their 

experience both within university and the city of Birmingham the best it could possibly be!  

 

Second year have Guy looking after them, the Second Year Rep… we all know he is the GUY 

for the job. He is in charge of organising the Buddy Scheme. This is where you will be put into 

families of 8 or so and will be looked after by two second years who act as your ‘parents’. It’s 

a good way to make even more friends and you will get the chance to become friends with 

the upper year students who can help you with that tricky bit of coursework.  

 

The Rep for Third Year is Oli. He has the responsibility of looking out for his year group and raising 

any problems they are having to the committee. He will have to be vocal so we can make every-

one's year go as smoothly as possible. If he has any spare time he will help out with other jobs with-

in the committee. 

 

Our Fourth Year Rep is Katie. She has the joyful task of organising the end of year trip. This year 

we went to Brighton... but who knows where it will be next year? You get to decide! Don’t forget 

to pack the swim suit and prepare yourselves for a well deserved break after your exams! 

 

Included in our merry crew could be YOU! Two first years are nominated to be on the committee 

to make sure all your ideas are heard! 

 

And finally your IT and Communications Rep, ME! I’m Grace and my job is to en-

sure that all the events are advertised and to let you know about anything and everything chemical 

engineering related. I apologise now if all my Facebook posts become too much but as a committee 

we don’t want you to miss out on anything and to have the best first year at university ever… it only 

happens once after all!  

Some final words of wisdom don’t be afraid to get involved! You only get one chance at university so you want to 

make the most of it! You can start by signing up for the weekend trip to Coniston! Definitely one of the best week-

ends away and it’s an easy way to meet people. 

So only one thing is left to be said… Hope the rest of your summer goes well and we are looking forward to 

meeting you all in September! Here are the links to the BUCES main page and our Chem Eng Freshers pages on 

Facebook… start joining now!!! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/102727983166992/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/742973719077312/?fref=ts 


