I attended the 4th EuCheMS Chemistry Congress in Prague, 26-30th August 2012. This conference is held every two years and in the past has always been well attended. This year was no exception, with over 1700 participants from all over the world. 
The organisers had certainly succeeded in the organisation of this event, appealing to many people from all aspects of chemistry by covering a diverse range of chemistry related topics in the 11 parallel sessions which were held each day. The talks given in each session related to a different topic including analytical chemistry, environmental chemistry, computational chemistry and food chemistry to name a few. 
I found the Solid State Materials Chemistry/New Materials was the most relevant session to my research. The talks in this session were of a very high standard and it was interesting to learn about the different types research projects ongoing in this field. One highlight of the conference was a talk given by Lia Addadi, who has worked for many years on calcium carbonate systems and understanding their role in biomineralisation. Her work is of particular interest to me as her work is closely related to another aspect of my PhD which has focussed on stabilising amorphous calcium carbonate with phosphate. 
I gave my talk entitled ‘A new Monazite phase formed from strontium fluorophosphate’ on the penultimate day of the conference. Despite it being the last session of the day, the talk was well attended and was well received by the audience. Further discussion regarding my presentation and my research took place after the session with both fellow students and academics. 
As I arrived a few days before the conference it gave me the opportunity to explore the beautiful city of Prague and visit some of the most famous landmarks such as Charles Bridge, Prague Castle and the Old Town Square. 
I would like to thank the School of Chemistry for their contribution in funding this trip.
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