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Overview
• Established by HEFCE & 

HEFCW in autumn 2008

• Three-year Programme of 

activity from August 2009

• £21million investment

• Ten core Partners in 

consortium

• Wider consortium ∼ 85 

higher education 

institutions 



Mission Statement

The National HE STEM Programme supports Higher 

Education Institutions in encouraging the exploration 

of new approaches to recruiting students and 

delivering programmes of study within the STEM 

disciplines.  It enables the transfer of best practice disciplines.  It enables the transfer of best practice 

across the Higher Education STEM sector, facilitates 

its wider adoption, and encourages innovation.  

Through collaboration and shared-working, the 

Programme focuses upon sustainable activities to 

achieve long-term impact within the Higher Education 

sector.    



Unique & Value Added

The National HE STEM Programme supports Higher 

Education Institutions in encouraging the exploration 

of new approaches to recruiting students and 

delivering programmes of study within the STEM 

disciplines.  It enables the transfer of best practice disciplines.  It enables the transfer of best practice 

across the Higher Education STEM sector, facilitates 

its wider adoption, and encourages innovation.  

Through collaboration and shared-working, the 

Programme focuses upon sustainable activities to 

achieve long-term impact within the Higher 

Education sector.    
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Visibility

“I was five years old when I watched Apollo 11 unfold on 

television, and without any doubt it was a big contributor to 

my passions for science, engineering, and exploration”

Jeff Bezos, CEO Amazon.com 
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Gearing up for Industrial Growth



Evidence & Impact
“Comparing the equivalent 
period 2005/06 to 2009/10 

(HESA, 2011), overall full-time 
student enrolments within higher 

education increased by over 11% 
but growth in the STEM 

disciplines has, on the whole, disciplines has, on the whole, 
greatly exceeded this.  

Mathematics increased by over 
26% (+5,460 students), physical 

sciences by 16% (+7,370 
students), engineering and 

technology by 18% (+13,575).”

Grove & Pearson (2011)
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