[image: University of Glasgow Logo][image: Economic and Social Research Council logo]

UKRI Network Plus ‘Shifting Global Polarities: 
Russia, China, and Eurasia in Transition’

Infrastructures for a (dis)connected world
University of Glasgow, 9-11 June 2026
	
The region comprising Eastern Europe, the Balkans, Caucasus, Central Asia, Russia, and China has a long history of exchange of people, goods, and ideas.  Some of the overland infrastructures that historically facilitated these flows include the Silk Road, the Trans-Siberian Railway, the Druzhba pipeline, and, most recently, the Belt and Road initiative.  The region, at the same time, also has a history of restrictions and blockages to flows and mobilities, including the sealing of borders, the limiting of access to social media and the sabotage of pipelines.
This year, the UKRI Network Plus initiative ‘Shifting Global Polarities: China, Russia, and Eurasia in Transition’ will explore the diverse infrastructures of the region and the ways in which they facilitate or restrict the flows of people, energy, material goods, finance, information, and ideas. We invite proposals for contributions to a workshop on the theme “Infrastructures for a (dis)connected world.”
Contributions may include interdisciplinary and collaborative, theory and practice-driven, comparative, and/or policy-oriented proposals for papers and roundtables, film screenings, artistic performances and posters. Some of the questions that will inform the workshop are: 
· Which material forms are used by various actors to connect to different parts of the region?
· Who gets to decide which infrastructures are built or abandoned? 
· How does the materiality of infrastructures relate to the content of the flows that they facilitate?
· What are the everyday experiences of navigating and creating infrastructures?
· Which connections are enabled or restricted by the existing infrastructures?
· What happens to infrastructures that outlive their purpose?
· How are the meanings and imaginations of past, present, and future infrastructures related to the geopolitical changes in the region? 


We invite proposals of up to 300 words for papers/ posters/ roundtables/ screenings/ performances on topics including but not limited to:
· Infrastructures of human (im)mobility
· Infrastructures of war and peace
· Roads and transport
· Infrastructures of energy
· Afterlives of infrastructure
· Poetics and aesthetics of infrastructure 
· Digital infrastructures and cybersecurity
· Infrastructures of knowledge production 

Submission process:
Submit your proposal via the Online application form.  
The deadline for submissions is 28 November 2025 (4pm UK time)
Successful applicants will be notified by end of January 2026. Travel and accommodation grants are available for workshop participants.
Contact: polarities@contacts.bham.ac.uk (Martha Holmes)















UKRI Network Plus ‘Shifting Global Polarities: Russia, China, and Eurasia in Transition’
Background
This workshop is funded by the UKRI Network Plus ‘Shifting Global Polarities: Russia, China, and Eurasia in Transition’. This funding initiative brings together a network of leading expertise and centres of excellence from across the UK and overseas to address gaps and needs in research during a period of major societal, geopolitical, and environmental transformation spanning Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central, East & Pacific Asia. The funding was awarded by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) as part of their Building a Secure and Resilient World strategic theme.
The initiative aims to advance innovative new partnerships within academic and policy circles linked to a range of urgent thematic areas including social upheaval, geopolitics and security, environmental crisis, human rights, Russia-China relations, and post-conflict reconstruction. The network’s activities aim to assist understanding and identification of global risks and help inform better decision-making.
Partners include the Universities of Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester and Oxford, together with the Institute of Development Studies and the Royal United Services Institute in the UK. Overseas, partners include Colgate University in the USA; the Ukrainian Catholic University; OSCE Academy Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan; National Taiwan University; Helsinki University in Finland; and Hokkaido University in Japan.
UK Research and Innovation creates knowledge with impact by investing over £8 billion a year in research and innovation through the UK’s nine leading funding councils.
Network website
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