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Project description:  
 
This PhD research will build an improved understanding of how cities can be better 
financed to meet challenges over the short and long-term – economic, social and 
environmental. 
 
The lack of adequate basic urban services and infrastructure is a major challenge in 
the development of human settlements. With rapid urbanization, governments are 
increasingly having difficulties to meet the growing demand for housing and urban 
development, urban services and infrastructure. The lack of revenues is one of the 
biggest problems facing most cities all over the world, which makes them one of the 
vulnerable layers of government, with increasing responsibilities and small share in 
the allocation of public resources (UN Habitat, 2012). 
 
This research project will critically analyse the financing of cities by looking at case 
study examples and lessons of city finance that engage with real estate 
development. This research is needed to improve the way finance in urban spaces 
can maintain quality resources in economically constrained circumstances. These 
resources include market and affordable housing, water, energy, infrastructure, 
transport, industrial and commercial premises. In turn, this research into the financing 
of cities will facilitate a greater quality of urban places and provide a more 
sustainable and resilient economic platform with which urban areas can thrive. 
 
In addition to providing some lesson outcomes when innovative city finance works 
with real estate development, the research will inform practitioners, public and private 
built and natural environment professions, multi-disciplinary academics, and 
residents that are connected to urban areas and cities. 
 
Entry requirements 
 
Applicants are normally required to have a bachelors degree in a relevant 
discipline at upper second class or above (or equivalent), and a masters in a 
relevant discipline (or equivalent experience).  
 
Funding: 
 
This project is eligible for the competition for ESRC scholarships at the University of 
Birmingham: see  
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/dr-fees/ESRC-research-council.aspx  
These scholarships are available for UK and EU applicants only. Applicants wishing 
to apply for this funding should contact the School or supervisor by January 5th 2015 
at the latest. 
 


