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Background

There is a need to train existing and potential clinical researchers in the design, management,
analysis and interpretation of randomised clinical trials. The Birmingham Clinical Trials Unit has
established a course in research methods for clinical trials which is designed to help researchers
apply the most effective practical methods to answer key problems in clinical and other health
care.

Curriculum

The course will consist of a series of talks and workshops that will concentrate on the
practicalities of developing and running a randomised clinical trial. Subjects covered include:

Choosing the right question: systematic reviews and meta-analysis
Trial Design: large simple trials and other designs
Statistical analysis for non-statisticians

Protocol development

Practical procedures for running a trial
Computerised trial management

Critical Appraisal of published work

Quality of Life studies

Health Economics

Research Governance considerations

Funding and research costs

Who should attend

The course is designed to appeal to a broad audience ranging from those who have little
experience in clinical trials to those who wish to widen their knowledge of the conduct of such
trials.

Attendance would be appropriate for:

Clinical researchers who are planning or running a clinical trial.

Medical staff involved in clinical trials who are interested in expanding their knowledge.
Trial administrators/ research nurses/ others who wish to expand their knowledge of clinical
trial methodology.

The Venue

Our training venue is on our Conference Park is within easy walking distance from the University
station (10-15 minutes). There is a frequent train service from Birmingham New Street.

There is free parking available and also accommodation at a reasonable price and details can be
provided on request.



Cost

Researchers from academic and NHS centres will be charged £500 for the 3 day course, which
will cover registration, course materials, refreshments, lunches and the conference dinner on
the Monday evening.

Payment in full is required at least 30 days prior to the course start date.

CPD Points

This 3 day course is usually accredited 6 CPD points per day attended (18 points in total).
Terms & Conditions

1. Cancellation of Services in the form of a Conference, Course or Event by the University: The
University of Birmingham reserves the right to cancel a Conference, Course or Event or any
associated event at its sole discretion. In the event of such a cancellation the University will
refund the value of the booking or any ticket sold upon proof of purchase. The University
expressly excludes any liability for any direct or indirect losses or damages howsoever arising as
a result of such cancellation and will not, for example, be responsible for any travel or
accommodation costs incurred. You are strongly advised to take out insurance against
cancellation of any event if your travel costs are likely to be substantial. In the event of
cancellation, the University will use reasonable endeavours to publicise the cancellation and
details will be posted on the website associated with the Conference, Course or Event.
Attendees are responsible for checking this information prior to the event

2. Cancellation by you as a Customer for an Event, Course or Conference where no deposit
option specified by the University: Please be aware that if you, acting as a Customer, change
your mind about the purchase you have the right to cancel the online transaction for Event,
Course and/or Conference within the applicable specified time limit, which is fourteen (14)
calendar days from the date of agreement to proceed with the transaction, or from receipt of
written confirmation, whichever is the later, except where the Event, Course or Conference has
already been provided. If you do wish to cancel you must inform the University in writing (by
letter, fax or email) with a clear statement on your decision to cancel this Contract. Refunds less
an administration fee of £10 will be made as soon as possible following cancellation, or within
fourteen (14) days at the latest. The University will unless otherwise agreed refund any money
received from the Buyer in relation to the cancellation of the order using the same method
originally used by the Buyer to pay for the purchase. No refunds will be given for payment and
cancellation on the day of the Conference or Event, unless a refund is made entirely at the
discretion of the University subject to any special conditions which may have been notified in
advance by the University. Notice of cancellation must be sent by email to the email address, or
confirmed by telephone to the number, specified by the University in the Course/Conference /
Event information advertised. Emails or telephone cancellations received after 5pm UK
(Greenwich Mean Time) shall not be deemed to have arrived until the following working day.

Enquiries and registration forms:
Michelle Burgess

e-mail: m.burgess@bham.ac.uk

Tel: 0121 415 9100

Birmingham Clinical Trials Unit

School of Health & Populations Sciences
Public Health Building (Y17)

University of Birmingham, B15 2TT



