
The partnership between SIM Global Education and University of Birmingham 
delivers top-notch international business education to Singapore

Getting the global perspective
By Douglas Chew

THE nature of business in a globalised 
world requires both students and 
academics to understand issues from 
an international perspective, which is 
what students enrolled in the University 
of Birmingham (UoB) business degree 
programmes at SIM Global Education 
(SIM GE) get. 

The oldest business school in England, 
UoB was ranked ninth in the United 
Kingdom last year by The Economist. 

The programmes are fully taught 
by UoB faculty, and the latest research 
ideas by its staff are incorporated into 
the lessons to ensure relevant and up-to-
date learning. 

Through a combination of 
academic theory and practical 
work, students develop their 
critical thinking skills as they share 
views, debate and discuss. 

Industry speakers provide the 
students with industry insights, 
and students conduct projects 
based on real-world issues. 

An inspirational experience
BSc (Hons) International Business 
students also get to do part of their 
studies at the UoB campus in Birmingham, 
and in their final year, they can choose to 
study at one of UoB’s partner universities 
or do an overseas work placement. 

Ms Lenny Saraswati Tjham 
(right), 21, who is due to 
graduate next year, has spent 
four months in Birmingham, 
experiencing the vibrant 
student environment and the 
delights of winter and spring 
in the UK. 

“The memorable stay in 
the UK has uncovered my perspective 
in interpreting cultural differences, 
and this is the one trip that I will never 
regret,” she says.

Preparation for success
Mr Prashant Kumar (left), 26, an SIM GE 
scholar, actively participates in SIM’s 

campus life. 
His involvement with 

an SIM Toastmasters 
club has helped him 
overcome his fear of 
public speaking. He also 
indulges his passion for 
writing by contributing 
to SIM GE’s industry 

m a ga z i n e , V I B E S, a n d  h a s  b e e n 
appointed as a student ambassador for 
SIM GE. 

“Involving myself in these activities 
augments my student experience. 
In addition to the great SIM-UoB 
course, student life activities have 
helped me to develop leadership skills, 
communication skills and teamwork. 

“A n d  t h e  ex p e r i e n ce 
to work with people has 
helped me to realise that it’s 
important to celebrate our 
differences and not resist 
them,” he says.

The Birmingham MBA
UoB has also been running 

the Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) course in Singapore for the past 
19 years. Now, it is available through 
SIM GE. 

Accredited by the Association 
of MBAs and the European Quality 
I m p rove m e nt  Sy s t e m , t h e  M BA 
programme was ranked 68th in the 
world and 11th in the UK by the Financial 
Times last year.

“The MBA will 
help me build a 
stronger business 
acumen and widen 
my horizon,” says 
Mr Ooi Kai Loon 
(right), 34, assistant 
vice-president at 
Commerzbank AG, 
who is pursuing the MBA programme. 

“Attending this programme has 
allowed me to reflect on my own 
experiences, assess my competence 
and performances, and set appropriate 
development objectives in my job,” he 
adds.

For more information, visit www.simge.edu.sg

Gaining a headstart
University of Birmingham’s reputation and 
SIM’s conducive academic environment 
attracted Ms Rebecca Chong, 23, to enrol in 
the BSc programme.

“I trust SIM because of its reputation for 
delivering quality education. It’s a bonus to 
also have a well-equipped campus we can 
call our own,” says Ms Chong, an assistant 
manager at  Nanyang Technological 

University (NTU), who 
had initially planned to 
go abroad to pursue her 
degree.

H e r  G PA  s c o r e  o f 
above 3.0 for her studies 
at Temasek Polytechnic 
earned her a one-year 

advance standing in the Bachelor of 
Science (Honours) Business Management 
programme, helping her get a headstart in 
the working world.   

“As a major in business management, 
I have learnt not just the hard but also soft 
skills during the programme. These skills are 
crucial in any working environment,” she 
says. 

She is currently managing a new 
degree programme at NTU, and the 
time management, organisation and 
communication skills she had been trained in 
during her studies have come in useful. 

“The University of Birmingham structured 
its programme such that we get to work 
individually and in groups. We have the 
opportunity to present and propose ideas in 
front of the class. The programme has helped 
to build my confidence and leadership skills,” 
she adds.

She plans to become an entrepreneur 
in future, and she recalls with pleasure 
her team’s accomplishment during an 
entrepreneurship course. 

“I was really impressed by my classmates’ 
business plans. They were amazing and 
insightful and definitely provided me with 
some possible business ideas,” she says. 

SIM is proud of our 
partnership with University of 
Birmingham, one of UK’s oldest 
and largest universities. 

With the Birmingham 
Business School’s established track 
record in research and education 
and SIM GE’s holistic and 
conducive learning environment, our graduates 
have benefi ted from a rigorous and quality 
education. 

I congratulate our SIM-UoB graduates and 
have every confi dence that they will be equipped 
with skills to excel in their chosen profession.

Adjunct Professor Lee Kwok Cheong
CEO, SIM Global Education

University of Birmingham’s strategic 
alliance with SIM is an example of global 
higher education working at its best. With 
our international and experienced faculty, 
students gained global insights to better 
compete in today’s marketplace. 

Last Friday, we celebrated the 
achievements of our graduates who had 
excelled academically. 76 per cent of the undergraduate 
cohort achieved fi rst class or upper second class honours 
degree and 64 per cent of the MBA graduates received 
Distinction or Merit level. Congratulations to all graduates. 
We are proud of your achievements and look forward to 
your active participation in our alumni community.

Professor Edward Peck
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Birmingham

Making the  
right choice
Mr Shankar Jason Uttra, 31, a financial services 
partner with IPP Financial Advisers, has gained 
a broader perspective of the global business 
environment in his first year on the two-year 
part-time MBA studies with the University of 
Birmingham (UoB) at SIM. 

“The quality of education is very good. 
Our lecturers are specially flown in from 
Birmingham and all of them have strong 
b a c k g r o u n d s  i n  t h e 
modules they are teaching 
and are very experienced,” 
he explains. 

UoB’s teaching has 
a practical slant, which 
reinforces learning and 
sharpens the business 
acumen of its students. 

During the Strategic Analysis of 
International Business module, Mr Uttra 
and his teammates simulated running a car 
dealership, and had to manage every aspect 
of the business. 

An important aspect of a good MBA 
programme is the calibre of its students. 

Mr Uttra recalls that during the Advanced 
Leadership module, each student had 
to deliver a speech on leadership. They 
dressed for the occasion, with some coming 
as chief executive officers and company 
directors, while he portrayed an army colonel 
commanding a battalion of soldiers. 

Learning from his classmates is a crucial 
part of his MBA experience, and he had 
much to impart as well as gain from the 
insights of his classmates, many of whom are 
experienced professionals in their fields.

Set to graduate in April next year, Mr Uttra 
reflects on his choice of studying UoB’s MBA 
degree at SIM. 

“I feel that I have made the right choice 
as this course gives me a balance in my work 
and studies,” he says. 

“SIM is well recognised for its programmes 
for working adults. The strong support by its 
staff has made my studies a more pleasant 
and smooth experience.”

Programmes offered by the University of Birmingham at SIM
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE (HONOURS) — FULL-TIME 
■  Business Management  ■  Business Management with Industrial Placement  ■  International Business

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION — PART-TIME

A special feature brought to you by

SIM-UoB students 
on their study trip in 

the UK, a compulsory 
component of the 

International Business 
degree programme. 


