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Please contact Louise Wheeler at LXW006@bham.ac.uk with any further 

queries.  
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Event Information 

Timetable: 

09:15 - 10:00 Registration 

10:00 - 10:15 Greeting and Opening Address 

10:15 - 10:55 Keynote Presentation 

11:00 - 11:40 Keynote Presentation 

11:40 - 12:00 BREAK 

12:05 - 12:45 Keynote Presentation 

12:45 - 14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00 - 15:30 Poster Presentations 

15:30 -15:45 BREAK 

14:45 - 16:30 Panel Discussion 

16:30 - 16:40 Closing 

Evening Evening Meal (Optional) 

Keynote Presentations: 

There will be three keynote presentations, each taking a different 

perspective on the theme of “Linking Lives and Classrooms for 

Language Teaching and Learning”.  

Research Perspective:  

Professor Angela Creese - University of Birmingham 

Translanguaging as pedagogy: Between ideology and possibility 

 
Recent research has argued that ‘languages’ do not intrinsically exist 

as discrete and bounded entities, but are invented for political and 

ideological purposes. This argument is based on detailed linguistic 

ethnographic research which has found that multilingual speakers use 

linguistic repertoires which draw on a wide range of signs from diverse 

sources (Blackledge & Creese 2010; Canagarajah 2009; Creese & 

Blackledge 2009; García 2009). These studies have led to a proposal 

that the most appropriate way to educate students in transnational 

settings is to develop a pedagogy which makes use of the dynamic, 

flexible linguistic resources which young people use in their everyday 

lives outside of classrooms. In educational settings multilingual speakers 

are often required to keep their ‘languages’ separate, yet beyond the 

classroom they are more likely to ‘translanguage’, using linguistic 

resources flexibly to make meaning.   
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Drawing on three sociolinguistic ethnographic research projects (ESRC 

RES 000-22-3949; ESRC RES 000-23-1180; HERA 2010-2012) which 

investigate the linguistic practices of children and young people in and 

around complementary (community-language) schools, this paper 

argues that multilingual young people in English cities access a wide 

range of semiotic resources in ways which are not bounded as 

‘languages’. Pedagogy in these schools appears to emphasise the 

overlapping of languages rather than enforcing the separation of 

languages for learning and teaching.  

Angela Creese is Professor of Educational Linguistics at the University of 

Birmingham and is author of a number of books and articles on 

multilingualism and linguistically diverse classrooms. Professor Creese 

has recently co-authored a book entitled Multilingualism: A Critical 

Perspective based on research in UK complementary schools.  She is 

also currently the Course Tutor for the MA TEFL programme at the 

University of Birmingham.  

 

 

 

 

Materials Design Perspective: 

 

Professor Alan Maley - Leeds Metropolitan University 

 

Creative Writing: from private worlds to published words. 

 

This session aims to:  

 

 Introduce and clarify the meaning of ‘creative writing’ (CW).  How 

does it differ from expository writing?  What are some of the 

misconceptions widely held about it?  

 

 Present some of the advantages CW can offer both teachers and 

students.  These include both language development (especially 

vocabulary) and personal development. 

 

 Offer a few brief samples of activities for participants to try out.  I will 

draw on materials from two recent books published in Malaysia. 

 

 Describe one small teacher-writer project I have been involved with 

in Asia since 2003. 

 

Alan Maley has been involved in the development of a great many 

influential English Language teaching resources such as the Oxford 

Resource Books for Teachers series and is an author of many books and 

articles on language teaching. He has a particular interest in the use of 
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literature as a language teaching resource, and especially in 

incorporating texts drawn from the rich and emerging fields of ‘new’ 

literatures in English. He is also a prize winning author of original fiction 

for language learners and his work is published as part of the 

'Cambridge Readers' Series.  

 

 

Practitioner Perspective: 

 

Lesley Wheway – Canterbury Christ Church University  

 

Adult immigrant’s needs for writing: Insights from life histories 

 

Adult immigrants to England, who are studying English for Speakers of 

Other Languages (ESOL), may rely heavily on skills developed both 

inside and outside the classroom to provide essential building blocks for 

access to wider communities and services. For some people, 

particularly those beginning at a low proficiency level, writing may be 

the most feared skill to tackle. The impact of this may be revealed in 

the classroom where people with diverse and significant histories from 

other countries come together. In this scenario students may have had 

some schooling, hold a degree, or be illiterate in their first language. 

Investigating immigrant’s needs for writing may reveal insights into how 

life histories might assist or reduce opportunities for literacy learning. The 

challenge for pedagogy may be to maximise opportunities for writing 

by accommodating life histories.  

Lesley Wheway has considerable experience as an English language 

teacher in a variety of contexts, ranging from five years teaching in 

private language schools in Japan to working in community ESOL 

projects in the UK. She is a University of Birmingham MA TEFL graduate 

and is now studying for a PhD in Applied Linguistics at the University of 

Canterbury. Her current research focuses on the writing needs of low 

level ESOL students in  Further Education Colleges in Birmingham. 

 

 

Each presentation will last around 30 minutes and will be followed by 

ten minutes of questions and comments from the floor.  

Poster Presentation Session: 

In this informal, interactive session teachers, student researchers and 

other language teaching practitioners will display and present posters 

on aspects of their work which reflect the theme of “Linking Lives and 

Classrooms for Language Teaching and Learning”. Participants will be 
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able free to look at the posters on display, speak to presenters and 

share insights and ideas.  For information on how to take part as a 

presenter please see the Call for Participation. 

Panel Discussion: 

In the final session of the day, a panel of representatives from across 

the field of language teaching research and practice will reflect on 

discuss the key themes that have emerged throughout the forum. 

There will also be an opportunity for participants to ask questions or 

highlight issues they feel are of importance.  

Evening Meal: 

Following the MA TEFL forum we would like to invite all those attending 

and participating in the event to join us for an evening meal. We would 

appreciate if you could indicate your wish to attend the evening meal 

on the Registration Form. 
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 Call for Poster Presentations 

Language teachers, researchers and University of Birmingham students 

and alumni are warmly invited to present a poster on the theme of 

Linking Lives and Classrooms for Teaching and Learning. Contributors 

are asked to focus particularly on how stories, drama or other 

languages can be used to link the learning experience of the 

language classroom, with the real lives and lived experiences of 

learners beyond the classroom.  

 

In this lively, informal and interactive afternoon session audience 

members will be free to visit a range of poster presentations on display 

and to discuss perspectives and insights on the work being presented. 

 

Requirements 

To take part, you should prepare an A3 poster of some aspect of your 

work that you feel explores the forum’s themes of Linking Lives and 

Classrooms for Teaching and Learning with particular focus on the use 

of stories, drama or other languages. In addition you should also 

prepare a short 1-2 minute overview to introduce your work and be 

prepared to discuss and answer questions with those visiting your poster 

display.  

  

Poster presentations can be based on an aspect of your research or 

your teaching practices that you feel explores the forum’s themes. We 

are keen to have as many different perspectives as possible, so feel 

free to be creative. If you have any queries about an idea for a 

presentation please contact Louise Wheeler (LXW006@bham.ac.uk). 

 

 

Why take part? 

 Great experience of presenting your work at a high profile event. 

 An excellent opportunity to practice presentation skills that will be 

essential for participating in conferences or professional events in 

the future. 

 A rare chance to share your ideas with people from a wide range of 

backgrounds in language education and get feedback on the 

value and relevance of your work. 

 A fantastic chance to for networking and building valuable 

relationships for the future. 

 A wonderful addition to your CV.  
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If you would like to present a poster, please complete the Registration 

Form and attach a short description of your topic (150-200 words) to 

Louise Wheeler at LXW006@bham.ac.uk no later than October the 25th.  
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University of Birmingham Alumni Scholarships 
 

Thanks to the generous support of University of Birmingham alumni 

Circles of Influence, we are able to offer to scholarships to alumni 

wishing to present a poster at the TEFL Forum. The scholarship of up to 

£450 will go towards travel costs to and from the event and the cost of 

accommodation whilst in Birmingham. This scholarship is available to 

both UK and overseas alumni.  

 

To apply for a scholarship, please complete the Alumni Scholarship 

Form and attach a short abstract of your presentation (between 100 

and 200 words). Please send both documents to Louise Wheeler at 

LXW006@bham.ac.uk no later than October the 17th.  After all 

applications have been received, the two successful applicants will be 

contacted no later than October the 24th  

 

We are looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
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