
I’m Ai, from Japan, from the Hyogo prefecture. 

 

What were you doing before you came to the University of Birmingham? 

I was working as an English teacher for a while in Japan. 

 

Why did you choose the University of Birmingham? 

I was always interested in the University of Birmingham. When I was looking at 

courses, I personally found the approach of CLT very interesting and I applied to the 

university to learn more about it 

 

What do you most enjoy about the TEFL course? 

The number one reason that I’m glad  I applied to this course is because all the 

assignments are based on your research. We weren’t given a topic for our assignments 

and we were free to research whatever interested us the most. If I were to go back to 

teaching, I would be able to use what I’ve learnt here, which is a great advantage.  

 

What’s it like being a student in Birmingham?  

There are many international students in Birmingham, therefore I wasn’t the only 

Japanese student  The University  organises many events for international students so 

I didn’t feel particularly home sick.  

 

Any advice for other students? 

My advice for other students is if you’re going to spend a year studying in the UK, 

you should make as many British friends as possible. Also, because it’s a British 

university, there are many European students here as well. You’llbe able to learn so 

much from them in a year. Make as many friends as possible, work hard and make the 

most out of the year!  

 

Would you recommend this course to others, if so, why?  

I strongly recommend the course to those who are thinking of applying and who 

already have teaching experience. They will be able to incorporate their experience 

into their research and combined  with new knowledge they’ve acquired on the 

course, it’ll make it very interesting. I do recommend it even if you don’t have prior 

teaching experience. I didn’t have much experience myself, but doing research 

opened my eyes to many new ideas. People who are interested in doing research 

should definitely apply.  

 

What are your plans after you have graduated? 
I would like to have an education-related job or work as a teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


