
Hello! My name is Xiao xiao Guo and I’m from China. I’m currently studying TEFL 

(Teaching English as a Foreign Language) at the University of Birmingham. 

 

What were you doing before you came to the University of Birmingham? 

Before I came to the University of Birmingham, I worked for a year as an English 

teacher at an English training centre. 

 

Why did you choose to come to the University of Birmingham? 

I choose the University of Birmingham for two reasons: the first is that the University 

of Birmingham is ranked highly both in the UK and worldwide. The second is that 

Birmingham is the second largest city in UK and there are more opportunities for me 

to experience and enjoy the British culture which is very different from China. 

 

What did you enjoy most about your course at the University of Birmingham 

and was there anything you found particularly challenging? 

To be honest, coursework requirements are completely different from China, where 

they demand proper data and lots of subject-related reading. It’s full of challenges but 

I’ve gradually adapted to this approach during the second semester and I’ve learned a 

lot from the process.  

 

What do you think about the campus at the University and the city of 

Birmingham? 

One of the most important reasons that I choose the University of Birmingham is the 

beautiful campus and lovely atmosphere, especially the clock tower and the backdrop 

behind me. As for the city of Birmingham, it’s the second largest in the UK, and not 

too far away from the University of Birmingham. 

 

Any advice for other students? 

The accommodation here is very different from China. In China, lots of students share 

the same room but here, personal space and privacy are more important. The only 

communal areas are the kitchen and dining room and I love this setup. There’s also a 

Chinese Quarter in Birmingham where you can buy lots of Chinese items such as 

traditional Chinese food. Everything here is brilliant!  

 

What are your plans after graduation? 

After graduation, I plan to work here. Compared to other cities, there are a lot more 

job opportunities in Birmingham due to its size. Therefore, not only does the 

University of Birmingham offer an excellent study environment but it also provides 

more job prospects. 

I’m currently working as a student consultant until December and I think that my 

work experience will benefit me for future roles   

Thank you! 


