
Hello everyone, I’m Zheng Xin, and I’m from Beijing Language and Culture University. 

At BLCU I studying ‘Teaching Chinese as a Second Language’ and I’m here as a Study Abroad student. 

When I came here I found there wasn’t an equivalent course at the University of Birmingham so I 

chose to study Education. This was a great choice because I’ve learnt a lot during the year. My home 

town is in Shanxi province but I study in Beijing. 

Ever since I was very young child, I’ve been aware of the fact that Britain is a very beautiful and 

historical country. I’ve always wanted to study here. When I knew there was a relevant programme 

at the University of Birmingham I was so excited that I went to the office to apply straight away. The 

reason I chose this university is because it’s an old, well established university and I believed it would 

enrich my academic knowledge. I also wanted to improve my English skills. 

The most interesting module was called ‘Global Education’. This module really motivated me a lot 

and made me understand the difference between Eastern and Western education systems and 

values. It has also inspired me to think about improving the Chinese education system in some way. 

The other modules were also very interesting from the perspective of history, culture and sociology 

and I now understand this country and its education system in a different way.  

For me, the biggest challenge was the language. Even though I got a good score in my IELTS test, I 

didn’t understand a word the teacher was saying when I arrived but I made a big effort to read a lot 

of text books and listen more carefully and I found I could then gradually understand the teacher 

better. At first I couldn’t find the courage to talk to my classmates in the seminars but now I can 

express my own opinions and communicate with them. I think it’s possible to solve any of these 

problems if you want to.  

I think the campus is really, really beautiful. The grass, the trees, the flowers are everywhere. It’s 

lovely, it’s beautiful! The sky is very blue and bright and the clouds are white. The most attractive 

thing is the Clock Tower. The Tower is set against a background of blue skies and clouds, like a 

painting and it’s beautiful. I love this campus! 

Because I am a Study Abroad student, there are many people here from the same university and we 

have developed a close friendship. But I have also made some British friends. They are kind and 

hospitable. I went to one of their houses for four days and experienced British family life. I have also 

made some Japanese, Finnish and German friends. In conclusion I have made a lot of friends and 

learnt a lot this past year. 

First of all you have to focus on the language. The IELTS is just the first test. You have to improve 

your English in as many ways as possible, because on the course there’s a lot of essential reading 

and you need to write long essays. At first, I felt very confused about the assignments but the 

teachers here are really nice, they gave me a lot of encouragement and help. So my advice to any 

Chinese students is to improve your language skills. You should also bring a good rice cooker 

because there aren’t a lot of rice cookers for sale in Britain! 

In Chinese Higher Education a degree lasts four years. This year at Birmingham is the third year of 

my BA degree and I’ve still got one year to finish in China. After I have finished my degree, I want to 

come back to this university to study Education. Because I have my friends, my teachers and the 



beautiful campus to look forward to seeing again. I hope to finish my Masters degree at this great 

university! 

 

 

 

 


