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Police in the United States and the United Kingdom have long known that community

involvement is key to effectively addressing crime.  However, community policing is finding a

new application in efforts to prevent terrorism.  Community-centered approaches to counter-

terrorism continue to be of interest to leaders throughout government and academia,

and form a foundational part of the UK’s “Prevent” counter-terrorism strategy and the White

House's "Empowering Local Partners to Prevent Violent Extremism in the United States"

guidance released this summer.  The question remains, however: How can police and

communities develop partnerships for the purpose of countering violent extremism?

In this workshop, experienced UK police counterterrorism personnel and researchers will

describe community-focused initiatives used to counter violent extremism in the UK’s

second largest police force.  Specific examples of successful practices that have been

utilized in the past will be discussed, followed by a question and answer session. Please

note that the seminar will be simultaneously translated into French, Spanish, and

Portuguese.
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Dr. Dan Silk is a 17-year veteran of local and federal law enforcement in the United States.  He currently manages police

communications and teaches criminal justice courses at the University of Georgia.  As a Fulbright Police Research Fellow

he lived in the UK and researched outreach between Muslim communities and British police, which was also the topic of

his PhD research. His bachelor’s degree is in Religion, as is his master’s degree, with an emphasis on Islamic Studies.

Since 1999 he has had the opportunity to study or work in a variety of Muslim communities around the world.  Dan can be

reached at pds@uga.edu.

Zubeda Limbada is a Project Manager with Birmingham City Council (BCC) and West Midlands Police and is developing

an accredited mentoring program on the preventing violent extremism strands with a focus on Al Qa’eda-inspired and

extreme far right (XFR) extremisms. This pioneering work is being developed alongside regional local authorities,

communities and statutory stakeholders and is the first of its kind in the UK.  Zubeda previously worked within local

government and a national political party.  Zubeda graduated with a BA in Politics and Modern History and an MA in

Middle Eastern Studies.  Zubeda can be reached at Zubeda.Limbada@birmingham.gov.uk.

Dr. Basia Spalek is Reader in Communities & Justice within the Institute of Applied Social Studies at the University of

Birmingham.  She is also the Director of a new research and resource hub on police-community engagement and

counter-terrorism: Police Community Engagement for Conflict Transformation (pcct-hub.org) . Basia has extensively

researched community based approaches to counter-terrorism, involving police and communities, and has led two high-

profile AHRC/ESRC funded projects focusing upon exploring partnership approaches to challenging religiously-endorsed

violence involving Muslim groups and police. Basia can be reached at B.Spalek@bham.ac.uk.

Jangeer Kayani is a Detective Inspector of Pakistani Muslim heritage working on the Prevent agenda within the West

Midlands Counter Terrorism Unit (CTU). He has been a police officer for 25 years and has extensive operational

experience in both uniformed and plain clothed specialist posts.  He has policed some of the most challenging, deprived

and diverse areas of the West Midlands.  Jangeer currently leads a team of 20 officers who work overtly with

communities, partners and voluntary groups to raise awareness of and combat terrorism.  Jangeer can be reached at

j.kayani@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk.

John Larkin has completed 29 years of service with West Midlands Police. He is the Superintendent in charge of the

Prevent teams at West Midlands Counter Terrorism Unit (CTU). His role involves regional responsibility for

coordinating all activity by Prevent teams in the West Midlands and in the police areas of Staffordshire, West Mercia

and Warwickshire.  His team includes Security and Partnership Officers (SPO), Rich Picture Analysis, Risk

Management Teams and the Press and Communications Officer for CTU.  John has recently graduated with an MA in

the Ethics of Policing and Criminal Justice.  John can be reached at j.p.larkin@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk.


