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Principles for Social
Housing Reform




Jules Birch

A bit about politics, quite a bit about social policy, a lot about housing

«— Stable door

Questions of power —

The end of resistance to the Housing and Planning Bill leaves one big question hanging: why was the

government so completely determined to undo an amendment that delivered its manifesto
commitment on higher-value sales?

On the face of it, the amendment by Lord Kerslake that ping-ponged back between the Commons
and the Lords should not have been such an issue. It would have put on the face of the bill the
funding of replacements for ‘higher-value’ homes where local authorities sign an agreement with the
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). It also gave them the chance to make
the case for social rented replacements, though the DCLG would not be required to accept this.

But ministers treated this as a wrecking amendment and claimed financial privilege on the grounds
that it would fatally undermine their plans to pay for Right to Buy discounts for housing association

tenants. Their determination was reflected in a piece in Wednesday's Sun that included a threat to
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Some important perspective from
@peterwalt7? channelling Mark Twain on
‘the death of social housing' (IH £)
insidehousing.co.uk/debate/expert-...

1 hour ago

What can Sadig Khan do to improve things
for London renters when he has no powers
over rents? asks @DaveHill

theguardian.com/uk-news/davehi...

3 hours ago

‘The only thing falling is the rate at which
houses are being built': @housingpaul on



Prime Minister pledges to transform
sink estates

From: Prime Minister's Office, 10 Downing Street, The Rt Hon David Cameron
MP, The Rt Hon Greg Clark MP and Department for Communities and
Local Government

First published: 10 January 2016

Part of: House building and Community integration

David Cameron will announce that some of the country’s most run-down housing estates will
be replaced with attractive and safe homes.

e country’s worst housing estates to be removed and replaced
with safe and attractive homes for residents

e comprehensive approach to estate regeneration to be created

¢ new £140 million fund to jump-start regeneration projects

¢ Prime Minister: Time to end ‘decades of neglect’ to aid social
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Canterbury barracks to house 200
Redbridge families

(© 24 May 2016 = England

The barracks were closed in 2014 when the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders departed

A London council is to move more than 200 families in temporary
accommodation into a former barracks in Canterbury.

Redbridge Borough Council said the move was triggered by the "chronic shortage"
of affordable housing in London.
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