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Homelessness Policy: Legal Framework, Policy & Financing 
 

  Legal Framework – Housing Act 1996, Homelessness Act 2002, 
  Localism Act 2011  

 

 

  Policy: on the use of PRS to meet housing needs & manage  
  homelessness 

 

   

  Financing – Housing Benefit; Private Sector Housing Renewal;  
  Homelessness Prevention Grant, Other miscellaneous funds 



Policy: Use of PRS to prevent & manage homelessness 
   

Homelessness prevention involves providing people with 
the ways and means to address their housing and other 
needs to avoid homelessness.  
 
Homelessness relief occurs when an authority has been 
unable to prevent homelessness but helps someone to 
secure accommodation, even though the authority is under 
no statutory obligation to do so 

This is done by either: 
 

• enabling them to 
remain in their 
existing home. 

 
Or  
 
• Assisting them to 

obtain alternative 
accommodation  





Birmingham: PRS in Context  

End of AST top reason for Homelessness in:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Homelessness in Birmingham: Statutory Homelessness   



Affordability: How does access to PRS compare?  

April 2011 Feb 2016 



social housing is allocated on the basis of need 
Unlike in the private rented sector, where tenancies are offered by the landlord and letting agent to whomever 
they choose, social housing is distributed according to the local council’s allocation scheme. Since the Localism Act 
2011, councils can decide who is or isn’t eligible to go on the waiting list for social housing. Out of those who meet 
the council’s criteria, legislation requires that certain groups be given 'reasonable preference'. 
 
Social housing is owned and managed by registered providers 
Registered providers (often known as social landlords) are the bodies that own and manage social housing. They 
tend to be non-commercial organisations such as local authorities or housing associations. Housing associations 
are independent, not-for-profit organisations that can use any profit they make to maintain existing homes and 
help finance new ones.  It is now possible for commercial organisations to build and manage social housing,  
 
Social housing is regulated 
Registered providers are financially regulated and funded by the government through the Homes and 
Communities Agency, which is also responsible for the construction of new social homes.  
 
PRS Regulation sits outside of social housing regulation – although the distinctions have become more blurred 
recently with  government’s deregulation agenda  which allows private enterprise to become Registered Providers 
of housing .   

Definition of Social Housing How Does the PRS Compare 










