
                               
Call for evidence 

Causes and experiences of poverty among refugees and asylum 

seekers in the UK 

As part of a series of evidence and policy reviews commissioned by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, we are seeking evidence for a review which will explore the link between poverty and 
refugees and asylum seekers in the UK. Based on the review, we will draw some insights about what 
should be included in contemporary UK anti-poverty strategies relating to refugees and asylum 
seekers. The review is being led by Dr Nando Sigona at the Institute for Research into Superdiversity 
(IRiS - University of Birmingham), with support from Jenny Allsopp at the Oxford Institute for Social 
Policy (OISP – University of Oxford) and Professor Jenny Phillimore (IRiS).  
 
In line with the Joseph Rowntree Foundation working definition, poverty is defined as when a 
person’s resources (mainly their material resources) are not sufficient to meet minimum needs 
(including social participation).  
 
The main outputs of the project will include a document detailing Key Findings, public seminars at 
the University of Birmingham and the University of Oxford, and the publication of an IRiS Working 
Paper.  

Submission of evidence 

We welcome submissions of evidence in the following key areas: 

 Experiences of poverty among refugees, asylum seekers and refused asylum seekers in the 
UK, including women, children, families, elderly people, LGBT people, disabled people, and 
members of cultural and religious minorities; 

 How experiences of poverty among these groups changed over time and how they compare 
among the nations of the UK; 

 Strategies to prevent and reduce poverty among refugees and asylum seekers, including 
individual and community based responses;  

 Insights from European and international comparisons, especially evidence on the impact of 
interventions or policies on poverty where these have been costed or have robust outcome 
data, as well as addressing why these approaches have had a positive effect; 

 Public opinion on questions around poverty and refugees and asylum seekers; 

 Reliable new data sets at the local and national level. 
 
Evidence may be submitted by individuals and organisations. It should be clearly stated whether the 
data is available for direct referencing or whether it is intended to guide our analysis. Evidence may 
include a range of materials, such as reports, working papers, practice-based reflections, and original 
qualitative and quantitative data. The deadline for submissions is 30 November 2013. 
 
For more information and to submit evidence, please contact:  
jenny.allsopp@spi.ox.ac.uk or n.sigona@bham.ac.uk  
 
Project webpage: http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/departments/applied-social-
studies/research/projects/2013/experiences-of-poverty-among-regugees-and-asylum-seekers.aspx 
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