
The China Institute Newsletter: August 2014
Dear colleagues

I am delighted to have taken over the role as the University’s senior lead for China following on the
excellent foundations established by Professor Peck. We are continuing to make global impact in many
research areas including Biosciences, Computer Sciences and Electrical Engineering in collaboration
with our partners in China. You can find out more about these collaborations by reading the newsletter
and visiting the China Institute website. During the next few weeks, we shall be freshening some
organisational aspects around our China activities. In this context, if you have any suggestions about the
development of the China Institute or wish to work with us on China-related events, please feel free to
contact the China Institute team at CI@contacts.bham.ac.uk.

Best wishes
Professor Richard A Williams
Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Chair of the China Institute

News highlights
Birmingham welcomes first direct flight from China, July 2014

On 22 July 2014, Birmingham became the country’s first
gateway to offer UK charter package tours from China and the
first UK city outside of London to launch direct charter flights
to China. Pro-Vice-Chancellor Professor Richard Williams and
Dr Bing Liu, International Business Engagement Partner
(Asia) from the University, participated in a celebration event

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/global-engagement/china-institute/events.aspx
mailto:CI@contacts.bham.ac.uk?subject=enews enquiry


at Birmingham Council House. Birmingham students also
joined the city’s welcome team to receive the inaugural flight
from Beijing. More details.

University of Birmingham renewed Li Siguang PhD scholarship scheme with China
Scholarship Council, June 2014

The three-day UK visit by the Chinese Premier, Mr Li Keqiang
was marked at the University of Birmingham on Monday 16
June 2014 with a renewal of its China doctoral scholarship
scheme, run in conjunction with the China Scholarship Council
(CSC). The University has also announced the Li Siguang
Publication Prize for the best jointly published paper between
the University of Birmingham to encourage deeper and wider
collaborations with China. Visit the China Institute website
China Institute website for more details.

Prominent Chinese genomics institute announced word-leading research centre with
University of Birmingham, July 2014

BGI, the world’s largest genome research institute, has signed
a groundbreaking agreement with the University of
Birmingham that will create the Joint Centre for Environmental
Omics (JCEO) between the two institutions. The JCEO will
seek to protect environment, health and global biodiversity by
analysing the toxicity of compounds more efficiently than has
been achieved before. Read more at the University of
Birmingham website.

Birmingham student wins Poster Prize at U21 Research Conference at Shanghai
Jiaotong University, July 2014

Miss Phyo Khaing, a third-year medical student at the
University of Birmingham, was awarded the prize for best
poster at the Universitas 21 (U21) Undergraduate Research
Conference held from 7–11 July 2014 at Shanghai Jiao Tong
University. More details.
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Birmingham International Summer School (BISS) successfully run on campus, August
2014

The first institutional summer school has been run
successfully on campus. It attracted students from nine
different countries on the two-week and four-week
programme. Students from Chinese partner institutions such
as Fudan University and Shanghai Jiaotong University
enjoyed the BISS programme and gave positive feedback on
their Birmingham experience. More information.

At a glance
Wednesday 3 September, launch event of MSc Railway Risk and Safety Management, (by

invitation only)

Time: 10.30am–2.00pm

Venue: Gisbert Kapp Building Room N123

Tuesday 1 July–Thursday 16 October, exhibition:  From Lancashire to China: a Weaver’s Tale

Venue: Murihead Tower Atrium

Wednesday 1 October, networking lunch: Celebration of China National Day and the Double

Ninth Festival

Time: 12.30–2.00pm

Venue: Aston Webb Building Rotunda

Friday 24 October, Li Siguang Publication Prize award ceremony
Time and venue: To be confirmed

Wednesday 29 October, Global China lecture series: Chinese ‘Illegalities’ in Colonial

Southeast Asia: Lessons from the Fin-de-Siécle, by Eric Tagliacozzo (Cornell University)

Time and venue: To be confirmed

For more recent and forthcoming activities visit the China Institute website.

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/birmingham-international-summer-school/index.aspx
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/Global-engagement/china-institute/index.aspx


Research and funding opportunities
China Academic Travel Fund 2014
China is an important strategic country for the University‘s global engagement. To support and

encourage collaboration, the University has a designated travel fund which is administrated by the China

Institute and colleagues are invited to bid for the fund following certain criteria and procedures. For

details please contact CI@contacts.bham.ac.uk

Newton Fund – China
£200 million has been confirmed for the UK–China Research and Innovation Partnership Programme.

The Newton scheme in China will focus on three programmes: the Newton PhD Programme; the

Researcher Mobility Programme; and a Professional Development and Engagement Programme.

Identified themes for research and innovation bridges:

a. Sustainable cities and urbanisation

b. Public health and well being, affordable health care

c. Energy, water and food

d. Sustainable and low carbon manufacturing

For more details please visit the UK Foreign & Commonwealth website.

Applications will be co-ordinated by the University; further details to follow.

China medical/healthcare and education expertise sought for project – deadline 31 August 2014
A Chinese government-approved capital management group which is involved in an elderly care real

estate development project, seeks British strategic partners to help with the project. The project plans to

develop elderly real estate across China. More details.

China SIP Internship – September 2014
British Council China is offering an exciting opportunity for highly motivated students to work as interns

within Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP) in China for up to one year starting in September 2014. This unique

opportunity provides students with a chance to enhance their employability with an internship in China

that could last from six to 12 months, starting this coming September. For more details please visit the

British Council website.
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