Department of Theology & Religion

Module Information for Level I, 2014-15 
	Module Information
	Module Description

	Biblical Hebrew Language 24040
Semesters 1 and 2
Dr C Hempel – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: Four class tests (two per semester, 25% each)
	This module aims to introduce students to Biblical Hebrew helping to acquire such proficiency in grammar that they will be able to understand discussions of biblical texts and read a simple unseen prose passage with the help of appropriate basic reference works. During this course students will use a Grammar chosen by the tutor as well as read a number of Hebrew texts.

	Buddhism 26263
Semester 2
Dr M Draper – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will provide an overview of the Buddhist tradition, covering historical backgrounds and subsequent development; key concepts and teachings, including the Four Noble Truths, concepts of ‘no-self’, emptiness, rebirth and enlightenment; the diversity of traditions; and practice. Contemporary movements and issues will be explored, and there will be an opportunity to engage with Buddhist communities in the West Midlands.

	Dissertation Preparation 15648 (required for SH students and JH students taking a T&R Dissertation)
Semester 2

Dr I Wollaston – 10 credits, 10 hours

Assessment: Portfolio of up to 3,000 words

	This module  aims to provide you with the academic skills required for successful individual research, in preparation for the third year dissertation, covering research ethics, research planning and management, developing and structuring an extended argument and issues around academic writing.

	Hinduism 25113
Semester 1
Dr S Sugirtharajah – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words 
	Starting with a brief historical and geographical background to Hinduism, the module will focus on key concepts, values, religious practices, selective texts, devotional, philosophical and modern movements within the tradition. It will also look at Hinduism in diaspora. By the end of the module the student should be able to: Demonstrate awareness of varied forms of Hinduism; Discuss beliefs and practices and the relationship between the two; Explain the significance of myth, images and symbols and religious language; Discuss the role and function of Hindu sacred texts.

	Holocaust in History and Memory 24783
Semester 2, 

Seminars: Thursday 9-10 (T&R), Thursday 3-4pm (History)
Dr I Wollaston – 20 credits, 30 hours

Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words (50%) and one 90 minute examination (summer exam period, 50%)
	The module allows the student to gain an appreciation of the intrinsically interdisciplinary nature of study and representation of the Holocaust. It involves close study of ONE particular theme/aspect from a variety of perspectives, in a range of media, both as events were happening, and in terms of the cultural ‘afterlife’ of the Holocaust. Students will work closely with a range of secondary sources and primary sources where appropriate.  

In 2014-15 this theme is Auschwitz in history and memory.  We will explore the evolution and multi-functionality of the camp from 1940-1945, focusing on the differing roles of Auschwitz I (concentration camp), Auschwitz II-Birkenau (death camp) and Auschwitz III-Monowitz (slave labour complex), and the experience of different victim groups in Auschwitz (e.g., Poles, Soviet POWs, Jews, and Sinti and Roma). We will study a range of testimonies by victims, survivors and perpetrators. Particular attention will be paid to the nature of survival in the camp, the distinctive experiences of women (including women prisoner-doctors), and the role of the Sonderkommando. In terms of the cultural life of Auschwitz, we will discuss the emergence of Auschwitz as the symbol of the Holocaust, the establishment and evolution of the Auschwitz museum from 1947 to the present, archival and contemporary photographs of Auschwitz, documentaries and feature films on/in Auschwitz, Auschwitz as a site of pilgrimage, and Auschwitz as a site of mass tourism. 

	Paradigms of Belief 24033 (BA Philosophy, Religion and Ethics students only)
Semesters 1 and 2
Dr D Cheetham – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: Two essays of 3,000 words (50% each, one per semester)
	The module will address issues and questions that occur at the ‘borderlands’ between Philosophy and Theology/Religion. The module will focus on: a) the human predicament as described in a number of selected religious and philosophical  traditions; and b) the meaning and goal of human life, again, as understood in a number of selected religious or philosophical traditions. Such issues, taken together, are given the title ‘paradigms of belief’ to indicate the different structures, worldviews and systems that inform and direct human life and activity in its global variety.  

	Placement 21390 (required module for BA Theology & Religion students, not available to MOMD students)

Dr J Jhutti-Johal – 20 credits
Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words (during S1)
	Students negotiate a placement involving a minimum of 70 hours work in a setting of their own choice as approved by the module coordinator. The placement is usually undertaken in the period following the first year examinations. However, it may be undertaken in term time (though must not interfere with timetabled sessions) or during the vacation in the UK or abroad, as a block or in serial sessions. This module offers students the opportunity to identify skills that one might need to acquire for their chosen career path and to reflect on how the skills they are developing in their degree relate to these. It also offers students the opportunity to develop their own key skills particularly in the area of Communication and Working with Others. Many students will use this opportunity to explore potential employment contexts.


	Religion and the Arts 24794
Semester 1

Dr A Davies with Prof D Thomas – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words OR artwork with attached critical commentary of 750 words
	This module will assess the importance and significance of art in its many different forms as a tool for the communication, interpretation and critique of religious and theological ideas and ideologies. It will focus on a range of artefacts, including works of fine art, stained glass, sculpture, literature, film and music, and upon buildings and architectural features, offering an introduction to the development of religious art and seeking to read a range of works from the perspectives of Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. Students will learn how to read and appreciate such artefacts as theological resources as well as cultural ones, and reflect upon issues such as what it is that makes art religious and how cultural outputs and artefacts can have spiritual impact.

	Religion in Contemporary Society 25111
Semesters 1 and 2
Dr J Jhutti-Johal – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: Two essays of 2,500 words (50% each)
	This module aims to introduce students to current debates within the sociology of religion as they relate to religion and lived faith in the context of contemporary global society in general and British culture in particular. It will examine the broader contemporary social context in which religion and the construction of meaning takes place, as well as how religious groups are responding to contemporary social trends and pressures. The module will look at religious culture and traditions from a range of  major UK faiths and explore how those faiths interact with each other, considering issues such as: the growth and ‘settlement’ of non-Christian religious communities; transnational and translocal religious communities; religion in welfare, education, media, politics and law; theoretical perspectives on religious change, etc. The module will focus on faith issues such as fundamentalism, identity and the nature of religious community, and engage with the exploration of cultural heritage across several religions and beliefs and cross-cultural comparisons of their practices, traditions and beliefs.

	Sikhism 25114
Semester 2

Dr J Jhutti-Johal – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	The module will provide an introduction to Sikhism and will cover its origins and fundamental beliefs as well as an analysis of religion and cultural issues facing Sikhs today. Particular attention will be paid to women, and to the Sikh diaspora. Subjects to be studied may include: the origins of Sikhism; fundamental beliefs in Sikhism; teachings of the Gurus and their applications, ie caste and dowry; women in Sikhism; Sikhism: adaptation and change in a new environment. By the end of the module the student should be able to: Be conversant with the historical, cultural and religious factors contributing to the development of the Sikh religion and its practices; Articulate the main features of the Sikh religion in terms of beliefs, traditions, festivals and contemporary trends; Understand key issues facing Sikhism in the modern world such as 'Sikh diaspora', 'current religious thinking' and 'women in Sikhism'.

	Special Study 24090

Tutorials by arrangement – 20 credits. May be counted for credit in either semester.

Assessment: One essay of 4,000 words
	This module affords students the opportunity of detailed critical engagement with a specific issue in Theology & Religion either in an independent study context working with a supervisor to be appointed by the Department.

	The Study of Christian Worship 26793
Semesters 1 and 2
Professor M Stringer – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: One report of 2,000 words (33%) and one 2-hour exam (summer exam period, 67%)
	This module will begin with a look at the history of Christian worship over the last 2000 years. Within the context of this history, we will look at questions of theology, architecture and space, music, language, gender, popular devotions and styles of worship. The final 6 weeks of the course will focus upon worship within the contemporary context and the social and pastoral issues that are raised both by contemporary worship and the study of worship within this context.

	Sufism: Belief and Practice 25106
Semester 1

Dr M Draper – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module aims to exam the beliefs and practices of Sufi movements and tariqas. It will examine the historical context and development of Sufism as a unique esoteric and devotional movement within Islam, focussing particularly on institutional Sufism. It will examine the metaphysical teachings of the tradition, including metaphysical psychology, as they pertain to and inform the varieties of Sufi practical methodologies in the quest for authentic selfhood and a direct experience of the Divine. The relationship of Sufi teacher to initiates will be studied in this process together with how this relates to the social structure and authority of tariqas and their place in wider society. The differing esoteric perspectives and spiritual practices of a range of tariqas will be examined, within their specific geographical and historical perspectives, including both mainstream and heterodox orders, providing students with an understanding of the variety of traditions and teachings. The impact of Sufism on popular culture within Muslim contexts will also be studied. The module will provide students with the necessary knowledge and understanding to have a firm grounding in studying Sufism in the contemporary context.

	Theological Ethics 21389
Semesters 1 and 2
Prof S Pattison – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: 1 essay of 3,000 words (30%), plus seminar handout (20%), plus one 90 minute seen exam (summer exam period, 50%)
	This module will introduce you to the nature, methods, insights, and contested dynamics of contemporary Christian ethics. For example, is there anything distinctive about Christian, as opposed to other kinds of ethics? What are some of the norms and principles that might inform such ethics? In what ways might theology, the Bible, common reason and the life of the church help to shape Christian ethics? Why do Christians using the same sources seem to come to very different conclusions about ethical issues? How does Christian ethical thinking and practice relate to other kinds of moral reasoning and practice in the contemporary world? How do and might Christians contribute to contemporary moral debates and issues?

After looking at some main theories and methods in ethical thinking you will go on to apply your theoretical knowledge by evaluating and analysing the place of Christian ethical approaches and insights in relation to a variety of social and personal issues in contemporary Western society. 

This module will help you to think and argue better, and it will require you to contribute fully to complex discussions of issues - so it will help you to speak more confidently and cogently, too. Some of your most treasured assumptions about norms and values are likely to be called into question as you engage with some of the most contentious and interesting issues of our time. Ethics is about dynamic discussion, disagreement and argument about the nature of reality and of God and moral norms. This means that this module will involve your full participation, both orally and in writing. You may not be a morally better person when you have finished it, but you should be more aware of the complexity of contemporary ethical debates and assumptions, and you should be better able to hold your own in a complex and sensitive ethically-related discussion.

	The Use and Interpretation of the Bible 24053
Semesters 1 and 2
Dr K Wenell and Dr A Davies – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: Two essays of 2,500 words each (one per semester, 50% each)
	This module will make you think creatively about how a biblical text can be read and interpreted. It prompts you to consider why the historical-critical method is thought, by some, to be in crisis and inadequate.  It encourages you to explore how newer reader-oriented ways of reading scriptural texts have developed. Contemporary readings that include narrative approaches, queer readings, feminist confrontations and gender criticism will be explored through application to specific texts and you will have the opportunity to write your own critical commentary on a given text.

	Women in Islam 17452
Semester 1
Dr H Jawad – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words
	The course examines the general position of women in Islam. It deals with their legal and social status by analysing the institutions of education, marriage, inheritance, divorce and family life, as well as their political position. Special attention will be given to the different interpretations (conservatives, modernists) concerning their role in private and public life. The views of prominent feminist scholars will also be highlighted. Further, comparison of practices and customs which affect the position of women in various Muslim countries will be examined.


Please note:

1. All information in this summary document (particularly including the timetabling) is provisional and may be subject to amendment.

2. The Department may ultimately be unable to offer any module which does not recruit an appropriate number of students.

3. Enrolment for certain modules may be capped and in any case where registrations exceed available spaces, students will be notified of the process by which they will be selected for the module. Priority will always be given to students from the School of Philosophy, Theology & Religion in this event.
