Department of Theology & Religion
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	Module Information
	Module Description

	Biblical Hebrew Language 25117
Semesters 1 and 2
Dr C Hempel – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: Four class tests, two per semester
	This module aims to introduce students to Biblical Hebrew helping to acquire such proficiency in grammar that they will be able to understand discussions of biblical texts and read simple unseen prose passages with the help of appropriate basic reference works. During this course students will use a grammar chosen by the tutor as well as read a number of Hebrew texts. Level H students will also be expected to translate an unseen passage in the second half of Sem 2.

	Biblical Hebrew Texts 25756 (requires some knowledge of Biblical Hebrew)
Semesters 1 & 2
Dr A Davies – 20 credits, 40 hours

Assessment: 2 x translation/exegetical essays of 1,500 words excluding translation (50% each, one per semester)
	This module will help students read and interpret extracts from the Hebrew Bible in the original language. Seminars will introduce intermediate-level Hebrew grammar whilst giving students the opportunity of reading, translating and interpreting the Hebrew Bible, with both prose (from the Pentateuch and Former Prophets) and poetic (from Psalms and the Latter Prophets) texts under consideration.

	Christian/Muslim Relations 15051
Semester 1
Prof D Thomas – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: 500 word book review/article appraisal (20%) + 2000 word essay (80%) 
	Students will trace the historical development of relations between Christianity and Islam from their beginnings in the seventh century to the present day. They will study the teachings of the Qur'an about Christianity, the earliest Christian responses to the new faith, growing awareness and development in doctrinal positions, the impact of the Crusades, of the Ottoman advance into Europe and the Mediterranean and of Western colonialism, and new advances in mutual attitudes in the 20th century.


	Contemporary Sufi Movements 21281 (requires completion of Sufism at LI)

Semester 2

Dr M Draper – 10 credits, 20 hours
Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module aims to exam the diverse beliefs and practices of contemporary forms of Sufism. It will examine the historical and cultural antecedents of Sufism, discussing various interpretations and understandings of Sufi origins and practice and will focus on how these are expressed in differing contexts in the contemporary world. The module will particularly focus on Sufi tariqas, examining the social and theological formulations of the different traditions, such as the Naqshabandiyya, Shadhiliyya, Qadiriyya and Mawlawiyya, as well as more heterodox orders such as the Bektashiyya. Consideration will be given to the different methodological approaches to the study of these tariqas, such as the ethnographic and sociological, in both Islamic and Western contexts, and how these approaches might be applied to other mystical and esoteric traditions.

	CyberReligion

Semester 1
Dr M Draper – 20 credits, 30 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words and a blog of 3,000 words (50% each)
	This module aims to introduce students to the nature of the Internet and associated technologies, in terms of technology, culture and social function. It will aim to provide students with an awareness of the use of the Internet as a virtual social environment, focussing on the nature and place of religion. Theoretical issues concerning research methodology, as it applies to the study of religion in cyber contexts, will be covered. Students will be given an opportunity to focus on areas of specific interest and case studies as well as particular religious traditions, such as Islam, Christianity, Judaism, alternative spiritualities and New Religious Movements that have arisen specifically with virtual contexts.

	Dead Sea Scrolls: Texts and Contexts

Semester 2

Dr C Hempel – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will examine the contribution of the Dead Sea Scrolls to our understanding of the history of the Second Temple Period. Particular emphasis will be placed on the nature of the collection and various attempts to classify the material. A variety of scholarly assessments of the social realities reflected in the Qumran texts and the site of Qumran will be critically evaluated.

	Evangelical & Pentecostal Approaches to Music and Worship 25758

Semester 2
Dr A Davies – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will look at the growth and development of worship in the Evangelical and Pentecostal movements since the early 1900s and includes consideration of the theology of music and worship and a historical survey, as well as a discussion and analysis of contemporary practice. It will consider developments in 'ordinary theology' and the writings of key Evangelical, Pentecostal and Charismatic worship leaders and ministers (such as Kendrick, Bowater, Redman, Zschech, Hayford) as well as more obviously 'academic' studies of the relevant issues (including the work of Begbie and Ward) and will use music as a tool to explore the diversity of the Evangelical and Pentecostal movements and their global reach.

	Islam in Britain 25880
Semester 1 
Dr M Draper – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will study contemporary Muslim communities in Britain with a view to understanding the key sociological and theological dynamics of these communities in terms of how they interact and relate to each other and wider British society within the context of Europe. The module will explore the historical establishment and settlement of British Muslims, from the nineteenth century onwards; the cultural and theological dimensions to religious identity and engagement of British Muslims; issues relating to education, social provision and political involvement; the development of community services such as halal food and halal regulation, mosques and funeral services. The module will also explore particular issues relating to popular perceptions and media portrayal of Islam and the social, psychological and theological impacts on Muslim communities post 9/11. There will optional field visits to mosques and Muslim organisations within Birmingham to help facilitate student engagement in discussion of issues raised on the module, with Muslims in the city. 

	Jewish Religious Responses to the Holocaust 25720 (requires completion of previous Holocaust or Jewish studies modules)
Semester 1

Dr I Wollaston – 20 credits, 30 hours

Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words (75%) AND one critical reflection of 1,000 words (25%) 
	This module analyses a broad range of Jewish religious responses to the Holocaust both as events were happening and in their aftermath. These responses fall into three broad groupings:
a) Orthodox responses both during and after the Holocaust primarily emphasize continuity with what has gone before;
b) ‘Holocaust theology’ emerged in the mid-1960s following the publication of Richard L Rubenstein’s After Auschwitz: Radical Theology and Contemporary Judaism (1966), and interprets the Holocaust as a radical challenge in the face of which traditional Jewish religious categories of meaning (e.g. covenant, election, Israel) are held to be inadequate and/or in need of radical reinterpretation; 
c) Post-Holocaust responses (the 1990s ff) are characterized by chronological distance from events and explore the impact of the Holocaust on Jewish identity and Jewish/ non-Jewish relations, particularly attitudes towards the Palestinians. Such responses are often characterized with direct engagement with the work of feminist and/or liberation theologians. They are preoccupied with the ramifications of the very different ways that the Holocaust has come to be remembered and used (even exploited) and the impact of the ‘sanctification of the Holocaust’ on Jewish self-understanding, and the (potential or actual) ramifications of ‘Holocaust theology’ for Jewish self-understanding.

	Pentecostal & Charismatic Theology 25112
Semester 2

Dr M Cartledge – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 4,000 words
	This module examines key current theological and contextual issues relating to the global Pentecostal and Charismatic movements.  Particular attention is given to the challenges presented to Christianity, focusing on the concepts of contextualisation, indigenisation, inculturation, spirituality and syncretism as reflected in various forms of Pentecostal movements found in different parts of the world.

	Problems of Religious Diversity (25881)
Semester 1

Dr D Cheetham – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words
	How do religions converse and meet in the contemporary world?  Should they stick with their beliefs or alter them in light of other truth-claims? This module aims to focus on a range of viewpoints on inter-religious topics taken from theologians/philosophers, thinkers from world religions and some non-religious perspectives. There will be an evaluative overview of the presuppositions and worldviews underlying the various religious outlooks (e.g. Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish etc.). Attention will be given to discussing the theology and philosophy of religions, problems of dialogue and exchange between religions, and contemporary issues facing the future of religion, global ethics and dialogue.

	Queer Bibles and Theologies 25534
Semester 2
Dr D Guest – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words 
	This module traces the emergence of lesbian and gay theologies and readings of the scriptures from the 1970s onwards and explores the shift to queer biblical studies and queer theology in the 1990s. It analyses how and why queer theory deconstructs and subverts normative thought about gender, sex and sexuality and thinks through the impact this has for biblical studies and theology.   The modules explores the challenges to mainstream religion posed by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex perspectives and experiences while also noting the impact of institutionalised religious policy statements on LGBTI-identified individuals.

	Religion and the Arts 24794
Semester 1

Dr A Davies with Prof D Thomas – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words OR artwork with attached critical commentary of 750 words
	This module will assess the importance and significance of art in its many different forms as a tool for the communication, interpretation and critique of religious and theological ideas and ideologies. It will focus on a range of artefacts, including works of fine art, stained glass, sculpture, literature, film and music, and upon buildings and architectural features, offering an introduction to the development of religious art and seeking to read a range of works from the perspectives of Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. Students will learn how to read and appreciate such artefacts as theological resources as well as cultural ones, and reflect upon issues such as what it is that makes art religious and how cultural outputs and artefacts can have spiritual impact.

	Set Texts A – Hinduism 24796
Semester 2

Dr S Sugirtharajah – 10 credits, 10 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will afford students the opportunity of critically reading through key texts, in this case reflecting the cultural and religious traditions of Hinduism.

	Special Study 24042

Tutorials by arrangement – 20 credits. May be counted for credit in either semester.

Assessment: One essay of 4,000 words
	This module affords students the opportunity of detailed critical engagement with a specific issue in Theology & Religion either in an independent study context working with a supervisor to be appointed by the Department.

	The Bible and Sacred Space 24789
Semester 2
Dr K Wenell – 10 credits, 20 hours

Assessment: One essay of 2,500 words
	This module will examine spatial concepts within biblical texts (primarily the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament, with some reference to other Second Temple and early Christian literature) and critique them using spatial-critical theory. There will be an emphasis on the original settings of the texts and related archaeological findings, and also on the history of their interpretation in different contexts, with a focus on contemporary interpretation (including virtual sacred space). Key spatial themes may include, but will not be limited to: land, temple, city, country/agricultural space, and empire. The module will also deal with the ethics of examing biblical space in light of contemporary political conflicts (Israel/Palestine and Jerusalem in particular).  

	Thealogy: Transgressive Travels with the Goddess 24799
Semester 2

Dr D Guest – 20 credits, 30 hours

Assessment: One essay of 4,000 words
	An introduction to key themes of thealogy, its thinkers, and its theoretical concerns. The module will specifically discuss aspects of female spirituality, feminist/womanist critiques of 'traditional' representations of the divine, and critiques of contemporary issues such as environmental destruction, weight-reducing diets, menstrual taboos, women and labour, female sexuality.

	World Christianities 26676
Semester 1

Professor A Anderson – 20 credits, 30 hours

Assessment: One essay of 3,000 words and one written task of 1,000 words
	This module studies the enormous changes in the nature and demography of world Christianities from the 19th Century to the beginning of the 21st Century, with particular focus on schisms and denominational histories, including Roman Catholicism, Protestant churches, ecumenism, evangelical churches, independent churches, and Pentecostalism. Attention will also be given to the globalization of Christianity and the relationship between world Christianities and society.


Please note:

1. All information in this summary document (particularly including the timetabling) is provisional and may be subject to amendment.

2. The Department may ultimately be unable to offer any module which does not recruit an appropriate number of students.

3. Enrolment for certain modules may be capped and in any case where registrations exceed available spaces, students will be notified of the process by which they will be selected for the module. Priority will always be given to students from the School of Philosophy, Theology & Religion in this event.
