THEOLOGY AND RELIGION

Introduction to Biblical Hebrew"  XE "Introduction to Biblical Hebrew" 
Contemporary Christianity
	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 24801
	Theology and Religion
	10
	1

	

	Description:

	This module explores the distinctive beliefs, practices, worship, ethics and buildings of Christians today. The module will focus on the role of the church in contemporary society and the phenomenology of Christianity as a world faith in the twenty-first century, investigating the challenges and opportunities that the religion encounters as well as scrutinising both ‘ordinary’ and ‘official’ Christian belief among Christians in the UK (and in the city of Birmingham in particular) today.

	

	Assessment:

	EITHER an essay of 2,500 words OR a portfolio of equivalent length

	

	Timetable:
	Mon 2-4pm
	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Staff contact:
	Dr David Cheetham, d.cheetham@bham.ac.uk



	 XE "Introduction to Biblical Hebrew" 
Defining Jews, Jewishness and Judaism(s)

	

	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 25865
	Theology and Religion
	10
	2

	

	Description:

	This module introduces and explores a number of different and competing narratives (or accounts/explanations) of ‘who is a Jew?’, Jewishness, and the nature of Judaism(s), how they have developed over time and how they relate to each other. Considerable attention is paid throughout the module to questions of definition and methodology, paying particular attention to key moments in Jewish history, such as Second Temple Judaism, Haskalah (the Jewish Enlightenment) and the contemporary period. 

In particular we will (a) identify and analyse key points in Jewish history which impacted on Jewish self-understanding, (b) explore a number of key themes and preoccupations within historical and contemporary Judaism(s), for example, the meaning and centrality of ‘torah’ and ‘halakhah’, what constitutes a Jewish sacred text and how such texts are interpreted, or the role of women in Judaism, etc.



	

	Assessment:

	One essay of up to 2,500 words



	
	
	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Timetable:
	Tues 2-4pm
	Entrance requirements: 

	NONE

	Staff contact:
	Dr Isabel Wollaston, i.l.wollaston@bham.ac.uk 


	
	

	
	
	
	


	 XE "Introduction to Biblical Hebrew" 
Introduction to Biblical Studies


	

	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 24035
	Theology and Religion
	20
	1 & 2

	

	Description:

	This module aims to give students an introduction to the Hebrew Bible and New Testament from the perspective of academic Biblical Studies. Topics covered may include (but are not restricted to) issues such as the historical background to these texts; questions of authorship, dating, and original audience; literary relationships between biblical books; the historicity of the biblical narratives; different theological interpretations of the events the Bible describes; and to the relationship between academic and confessional approaches. 

	

	Assessment:

	Two essays of 2,500 words each

	

	Timetable:
	Weds 9-11am
	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Staff contact:
	Dr Andrew Davies, a.davies.4@bham.ac.uk


	 XE "Introduction to Islam" Introduction to Islam                                                   


	

	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	10 24034
	Theology and Religion
	20
	1 & 2

	

	Description:

	The module examines Islam both as a religious tradition and also as a political and social reality. In semester 1, the main topics surveyed include: Islamic history in the early and classical period, the Prophet Muhammad and the first Islamic community, the Qur’an, the Prophet’s Hadith, early religious and political developments, Sunni and Shi’i Islam. In semester 2, the main topics surveyed include: Islamic history in the early modern and modern period, Islamic spirituality, women in Islam, Islam in the modern world, radical and militant Islam.

	

	Assessment:

	Two essays of 2,500 words each

	

	Timetable:
	Mon 11am-1pm 
	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Staff contact:
	Professor David Thomas, d.r.thomas.1@bham.ac.uk

	 XE "Introduction to Biblical Hebrew" 
Introduction to the History of Christianity

Banner code:

School/Dept:

Credits:

Semester:

09 24044
Theology and Religion

20

1 & 2

Description:

This module introduces students to the history of Christianity from the early church to the present, with particular focus on schisms and denominational histories, including Orthodoxy, Roman Catholicism, the early and later Protestant Reformation, non-conformist churches, and the Pentecostal and Charismatic movement of the twentieth century. Attention will be given to global Christianity, and the relationship between church and state and Christianity and society.
Assessment:

One essay of 3,000 words (50%) and one portfolio of 3,000 words or equivalent (50%)
Timetable:

Tues 10am-12pm
Entrance requirements:

None

Staff contact:

Professor Allan Anderson, a.h.anderson@bham.ac.uk
 XE "Introduction to the Study of the Holocaust" Introduction to the Study of the Holocaust   

	

	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 24786
	Theology and Religion
	10
	1

	

	Description:

	This module explores a range of different approaches to, and controversies in, the study of the Holocaust. We will consider contemporary debates about how to define, describe and account for the genocide; ‘dating’ the Holocaust, the nature of non-Jewish victimhood and whether or not this should be understood as part of ‘the Holocaust’; how the Holocaust was understood differently from the perspective of victims and perpetrators, both at the time and with the benefit of hindsight, and the complexities of interpreting such texts. Specific topics explored may include anti-Jewish legislation and the emergence of the ‘racial state’, the establishment and function of ghettos in German-established ghettos, controversies over the role of the Judenräte (Jewish councils), the activities of the Einsatzgruppen in the occupied Soviet Union, and the function and evolution of concentration camps and death camps.

	

	Assessment:

	One essay of 2,500-3,000 words

	

	Timetable:
	Tues 2-4pm
	Entrance requirements:
	None

	Staff contact:
	Dr Isabel Wollaston, i.l.wollaston@bham.ac.uk



Introduction to Biblical Hebrew"  XE "Introduction to Biblical Hebrew" 
Introduction to the Study of Religion
	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 22701
	Theology and Religion
	20
	1+2

	

	Description:

	This module seeks to introduce students to a range of questions, theories and methods in the inter-disciplinary study of religion, focusing especially on the social and cultural analysis of religion. A range of case studies will be used to explore how different aspects of religion can be explored as forms of social and cultural experience and practice. Examples of this would include the ways in which religion and media interact, the place of visual and material culture in religion, the relationship between religion and popular culture, and the nature of religious experience, ritual and sacred space as lived phenomena. An introduction is also offered to wider theories and debates in sociology, cultural studies and anthropology as a basis for the study of religion.
This module is supported by peer-assisted study sessions and staff-led seminars as well as the lectures themselves.

	

	Assessment:

	One essay of 3,000 words (end S2, 50%) plus one 90-minute exam (50%)

	

	Timetable:
	Thurs 1-3pm + 1 hour seminar (Tues 9-10 OR Tues 12-1)

	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Staff contact:
	Professor Martin Stringer, m.d.stringer@bham.ac.uk



	 XE "Introduction to Islam" Themes in Christian Theology                                                  


	

	Banner code:
	School/Dept:
	Credits:
	Semester:

	09 25879
	Theology and Religion
	20
	1 

	

	Description:

	This module will consider some major doctrinal and/or thematic aspects of Christian theology. Such doctrines/themes may include Creation, the Human Person, Word of God, Sin, Trinity, Ecclesiology, Christology, Soteriology, Eschatology to mention a few.  In critically reviewing such themes, students will study different theological perspectives and viewpoints offered by figures selected from Christian history (and from different regions).

	

	Assessment:

	Two essays of 2,000 words (50% each)

	

	Timetable:
	Mon 11am-1pm 
	Entrance requirements:


	None

	Staff contact:
	Dr Mark Cartledge, m.j.cartledge@bham.ac.uk


Department of Philosophy Modules (for PRE students only)

Knowledge and Reality A&B (Compulsory Module for PRE)
Semester: 1&2

Credits: 20
Teaching Method: One 1-hour lecture per week, plus one 1-hour seminar per fortnight.

Assessment: One 1500-word essay (50%) and one 45-minute exam answer (50%) for each half of the module
Convenor: Prof. Scott Sturgeon convenes Knowledge and Reality A; Dr. Nikk Efifngham convenes Knowledge and Reality B

Module Description: The first half of the module introduces students to some central topics and issues in epistemology. These will include some of: the definition of knowledge; scepticism; internalism vs. externalism and justification; coherentism vs. foundationalism and justification; perception; the problem of induction. the second half of this module introduces students to some central topics and issues in metaphysics. These will include some of; the existence of God; the problem of free will; the mind and body; the mature and existence of universals; personal identity; time; the problem of change; causation; laws of nature. The emphasis will be on the critical analyis and evaluation of the philosophical positions and arguments, so that students receive a grounding not only in topics in epistemology and metaphysics but in the methods of analytical philosophy more generally.

Logic A&B
Semester: 1&2

Credits: 20 
Teaching Method: One 1-hour lecture per week, plus one 1-hour seminar per fortnight.

Assessment: Two sets of coursework exercises and half of a 90-minute exam.

Convenor: Dr Darragh Byrne 

Module Description: Logic is concerned with the evaluation of arguments. This module introduces a natural deduction system for propositional logic, truth-tables, and a number of formal techniques to evaluate arguments. Students will learn how to translate English sentences into symbolic notation in propositional logic and vice versa, and to assess the validity of arguments in this notation. They will also learn practical applications of the form machinery.

History of Philosophy A&B

Semester: 1&2

Credits: 20
Teaching Method: One 1-hour lecture per week, plus one 1-hour seminar per fortnight.

Assessment: One 1500-word essay (50%) and one 45-minute exam answer (50%) (this module is assessed jointly with History of Philosophy B).

Convenor: Dr Ben Smart 

Module Description: This module aims to introduce students to some main themes and figures in 'modern' (i.e. 16th - 18th Century) philosophy, and at the same time to introduce students to some basic philisophical ideas, arguments and techniques. We will focus on the two major traditions within modern philosophy: rationalism and empiricism. We will start with Descartes' Meditations: the problem of scepticism and the 'evil demon' hypothesis: Descartes' 'proofs' of the existence of God; mind-body dualism; the problem of error; and the nature of knowledge. We will also address topics from later philosophers, such as John Locke and David Hume, covering issues such as the justification of belief in the external world; personal identity; primary and secondary qualities; and real and nominal essences.

Individual and Society A&B (Compulsory Module for PRE)
Semester: 1&2

Credits: 20
Teaching Method: One 1-hour lecture per week, plus one 1-hour seminar per fortnight.

Assessment: One 1500-word essay (50%) and one 45-minute exam answer (50%) (this module is assessed jointly with Individual and Society B).

Convenor:  Dr. Mark Walker convenes Individual and Society A; Dr Iain Law convenes Individual and Society B.

Module Description: Individual and Society A deals with morality. We talk naturally of learning, knowing or not knowing, the difference between right and wrong, and of moral "debate", or moral "convictions", as though there were moral facts or moral truths just like there are mathematical truths or facts about chemistry, and as though the concept of gaining moral knowledge were unproblematic. Typically, someone who thinks that, say, bull-fighting is wrong does not treat that as "just my taste or opinion". On the other hand it can easily seem that ethical disagreement amongst sane and competent people is peculiarly deep, pervasive and ineradicable in a way that makes implausible the picture of a "moral reality" that we might be mistaken about. Again the apparent existence of widespread cultural and historical divergencies in moral "outlook" may appear to support some form of moral "relativism" according to which our values are in some way social (or class) constructions or projections; and many modern philosophers, emphasising the inherently action-guiding function of moral "beliefs" have followed the eighteenth century philosopher David Hume in regarding morality as therefore rooted in "sentiment", which can alone truly motivate, not the "reason" which his younger contemporary Immanuel Kant later insisted upon as the foundation of morality. Furthermore, there are fundamentally different approaches in moral theory exemplified especially in the clash between utilatarianism, which holds the rightness of an action to depend crucially upon the amount of happiness or "utility" it produces, and deontological accounts, like Kant's, which isist that we have duties and rights which should not be overridden by any consideration of maximising desirable consequences: that the end can never justify the means, if these involve trampling on certain moral rights. Can the conflict between these theories be satisfactorily resolved? If not, would that indeed support the view that no form of moral "objectivism" is tenable? Is that view in any case to be rejected on other grounds? Was Hume or Kant right about the basis of morality? Does it really matter much anyway? These are the main questions to be explored in this module. Individual and Society B introduces you to some of the fundamental issues of Western Political Philosophy. In particular, it will discuss the nature of political authority and obligation, the role and function of the state, and the purposes and justification of government. This will pave the way for a discussion of what is arguably the central question of political philosophy: "Why should I obey the state?" The module will be taught through an examination of four of the key texts of Western political thought.
Independent Study I

Semester: 1

Credits: 10

Teaching Method: 1 lecture and 3 seminars during the semester.

Assessment: One 2000-word essay

Convenor: Dr Ben Smart

Module Description: In this module, students learn as much about philosophical method as they do about any philosophical issue. They have to research and write about a set topic without any teaching on that topic. They receive lectures and seminars designed to help them to: be able to interpret philosophical writing; be able to present their own ideas and arguments in a manner appropriate to academic philosophy; be able to find appropriate research materials.
Additional Note: You must also produce, earlier in the semester, an essay plan and a draft bibliography; you do not receive marks for these, but if you fail to submit the essay plan and draft bibliography, your essay will receive a mark of 0.

