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Foreword

WE	ARE	DELIGHTED	TO	INTRODUCE	‘WHAT	DO	BIRMINGHAM	
POSTGRADUATES	DO?’	WHICH	LOOKS	IN	DETAIL	AT	THE	FIRST	
DESTINATIONS	OF	OUR	BUSINESS	SCHOOL	POSTGRADUATES.

This	publication	is	designed	to	give	an
insight	into	the	kinds	of	employment	sectors
and	jobs	for	which	a	postgraduate	degree
in	your	chosen	subject	at	Birmingham		
can	prepare	you.

Pursuing	a	postgraduate	degree	offers	you
the	opportunity	to	explore	your	chosen	area
of	interest	in	depth,	as	well	as	developing	your
knowledge	and	understanding	in	a	subject		
area	about	which	you	are	truly	passionate.	
Beyond	the	transferable	skills	that	you	will	take	

with	you	into	the	workplace,	your	postgraduate
qualification	will	give	you	the	chance	to	engage
in	critical	enquiry,	to	grow	as	a	scholar
and	even	to	become	an	expert	in	your	field.
Here,	we	show	you	how	your	postgraduate
qualification	can	help	you	make	that	knowledge
and	expertise	work	for	you	after	graduation.

For	the	school	or	department	that	is	relevant,
you	will	see	a	snapshot	of	the	achievements
of	our	postgraduates	six	months	after
graduation.	All	data	is	taken	from	the	results
of	a	‘Destinations	of	Leavers’	survey	issued
to	our	postgraduates	after	this	time.	You	will
be	able	to	see	how	many	of	our	postgraduates
who	responded	to	this	survey	successfully
entered	employment	and/or	further	study
within	just	six	months,	along	with	a	range
of	the	diverse	and	exciting	career	opportunities
that	will	be	open	to	you	after	studying
for	a	postgraduate	degree	in	your	chosen	field.

Accompanying	the	data	are	case	studies
in	which	recent	postgraduate	alumni	share
their	experiences	of	postgraduate	study
at	Birmingham.	Here,	our	alumni	talk	about
the	value	inherent	in	postgraduate	study,
the	knowledge	and	skills	they	developed	during
their	degrees	and	where	their	qualifications
have	taken	them	since	graduation.

We	hope	you	find	the	information	presented
here	useful	and	our	alumni	stories	inspiring.
We	very	much	look	forward	to	welcoming		
you	to	our	campus	soon.
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‘Birmingham	provides	a	perfect	environment,	

both	socially	and	academically;	the	city	is		

a	cultural	melting	pot,	so	I	integrated	easily.		

The	University	provides	excellent	facilities	such	

as	private	offices	and	study	rooms	for	doctoral	

researchers,	as	well	as	access	to	an	extensive	

range	of	academic	journals.	The	best	thing		

about	my	time	here	was	the	opportunity		

to	present	papers	at	academic	conferences		

and	get	constructive	feedback;	this	was		

a	confidence-building	mechanism	that	propelled	

me	to	publishing	in	highly	rated	academic	

journals.	It	also	gave	me	the	opportunity		

to	interact	with	renowned	academics	such	

as	Professor	Joseph	Stiglitz,	former	Chief	

Economist	of	the	World	Bank.

‘A	PhD	from	Birmingham	demonstrates		

a	candidate’s	high	academic	calibre		

and	leadership	skills	in	their	professional	field.	

The	United	Nations	selected	me	for	challenging	

positions	in	finance	because	of	this	blend		

of	both	professional	and	academic	credentials.’

Moses Tefula, PhD	Accounting		
and	Finance,	graduated	2001
Moses undertook a PhD research project 
evaluating the performance of commercial 
banks in sub-Saharan Africa. He is now 
Chief Finance Officer with the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs in Geneva, Switzerland.

LEARN MORE  www.birmingham.ac.uk/business   

SOURCE:	Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education Institutions,		
Higher	Education	Statistics	Agency,	2009–13

Birmingham Business School

EMPLOYABILITY

Highlights:
Over	the	past	five	years:
n  80.7%	of	taught	postgraduate	respondents	were	in	work		

or	further	study	just	six	months	after	graduation
n  100%	of	research	postgraduate	respondents	had	successfully		

found	work	or	further	study	six	months	after	graduating

Birmingham’s	Business,	Management	and	Finance	postgraduates	are	
sought	after	by	a	wide	range	of	financial,	commercial	and	public	sector	
employers.	They	can	typically	offer	a	wide	range	of	skills	including	
analytical	and	research	skills,	numeracy,	communication,	team	working,	
and	political	and	commercial	awareness.

For	those	entering	employment	after	graduating,	traditionally	popular	
areas	include	banking,	accountancy/professional	services	and	financial	
services.	Many	of	our	programmes	also	involve	studying	towards		
a	professional	qualification.	

Further	study	is	also	popular;	many	of	our	postgraduates	in	Business,	
Management	and	Finance	go	on	to	study	for	professional	qualifications,	
such	as	ACA,	ACCA	and	CIMA,	while	others	have	gone	on	to	study	
in	a	variety	of	areas	including	economics	and	law.	Some	also	choose		
to	stay	in	academia,	forging	their	own	research	careers.

The	two	charts	to	the	right	show	results	from	‘Destinations	of	Leavers’	
surveys	for	our	Business,	Management	and	Finance	postgraduates		
over	the	past	five	years.

BUSINESS,	MANAGEMENT	AND	FINANCE
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Range of employment sectors 

n 	Accounting,	bookkeeping	and	auditing	

activities;	tax	consultancy

n Advertising	agencies

n  Business	and	employers’	membership	

organisations

n Business	and	management	consultancy

n Business	support	services

n Central	banking

n Higher	education

n Information	technology	and	computer	services

n Market	research	and	opinion	polling

n Monetary	intermediation

n Telecommunications

Range of employers 

n Africa	Development	Bank	Group

n Amazon	UK

n Beiersdorf	UK	Ltd

n Centrica

n China	Securities	Regulator	Commission

n  Coventry	and	Warwickshire	Chamber	of	

Commerce

n  Deloitte

n  Deutsche	Bank

n  Ford

n  Goldman	Sachs

n  Louis	Vitton

n  Minsheng	Financial	Leasing

n  Taylor	and	Francis

n  University	of	Birmingham

n  University	of	Worcester

Range of occupations	

n Analyst

n Assistant	Managing	Director

n Auditor	Manager

n Business	Analyst

n Business	and	Technology	Consultant

n Finance	Manager

n HR	Supervisor

n Lecturer

n Management	Consultant

n Process	Engineer

n Procurement	Manager

n Research	Associate

n Risk	Manager

n Sales	Executive

n Strategic	Sourcing	Manager

n Tax	Associate

n Treasury	Operations	Manager

‘Shortly	after	

graduation,	I	applied	

for	my	role	as	Director	

of	the	Commercial	

Loan	Management	Unit	

with	HSBC.	I	work	in	a	

challenging	role	where	

I	provide	financial		

and	strategic	solutions	to	corporate	customers.	

I	knew	that	obtaining	my	MBA	would	enable	

me	to	move	between	sectors	and	embrace	

a	new	role.	While	the	MBA	was	a	necessary	

credential,	it	was	also	important	that	I	could	

support	my	qualification	with	relevant	skills	

already	developed	from	my	previous	roles,	

together	with	demonstrating	a	continued	

willingness	and	enthusiasm	to	learn.

‘Birmingham	has	a	strong	reputation	and	is		

a	redbrick	university;	an	MBA	from	such	a	highly	

regarded	university	sends	a	strong	message	

to	prospective	employers.	I	also	studied	my	

undergraduate	degree	at	Birmingham	and,		

as	I	had	many	fond	memories,	I	wished	to	return	

to	the	University	to	continue	my	academic	

experience.	There	is	an	extremely	supportive		

and	positive	environment	for	postgraduate	

students	at	the	Business	School.

‘My	experience	at	Birmingham	helped	

shape	me,	further	building	my	confidence,	

independence	and	cultural	awareness.	While	

my	MBA	contributed	to	my	academic	skill	set,		

it	was	my	involvement	in	the	broader	university	

experience	that	showed	employers	that	I	had	

talents	beyond	the	MBA	qualification.	If	you	

make	the	most	of	the	opportunities	available		

to	you	at	Birmingham,	you	will	be	able	to	clearly	

differentiate	yourself	from	your	competitors	

when	applying	for	jobs.’

Andrew Dale, Master	of	Business	
Administration	(MBA),	graduated	2010
Originally from the United Kingdom,  
Andrew spent nine years working   
for PricewaterhouseCoopers and KPMG  
in Melbourne, Australia. Having decided  
he wanted to change industry and his area  
of expertise, Andrew returned to begin  
an MBA at Birmingham. He is currently  
a Director at HSBC’s head office in London, 
where he is responsible for advising the bank 
on complex financial and strategic solutions 
for corporate customers.

‘Taking	up	a	postgraduate	course	at	Birmingham	

was	a	fantastic	decision.	I	really	enjoyed		

my	time	at	the	University,	and	the	teaching	staff	

at	Birmingham	Business	School	were	nothing	

short	of	excellent.	Education	aside,	I	really	loved	

the	campus.	Having	come	from	a	very	modern	

city,	the	rich	red-brick	architecture	of	the	

University	was	very	appealing	to	me.	Finally,	the	

University	also	paid	a	lot	of	attention	to	cultural	

and	social	development	and	I	was	part		

of	many	societies.	

‘My	undergraduate	degree	was	in	Computer	

Science	and	Business	Management.	However,	

having	studied	the	technical	side	of	things,		

I	realised	I	wanted	to	be	on	the	business	side	

of	things	in	the	technology	industry.	My	Masters	

degree	in	International	Business	gave	me	the	

skills	and	knowledge	which,	when	added		

to	my	previous	technical	qualifications,		

made	me	a	suitable	candidate	for	a	business	

role	in	the	digital	industry.	

‘After	completing	my	MSc	dissertation	on	social	

media,	I	moved	into	a	social	media-specific	role.	

It	was	here	where	I	was	able	to	apply	both	my	

technical	and	business	knowledge	in	an	industry	

setting.	I	then	moved	to	a	broader	digital	

marketing	role	at	a	new	company	called	Clique	

Media.	Having	developed	my	skills	there,		

I	am	now	in	a	managerial	position	in	a	new		

start-up,	5thBar.’

Bhavishya Kanjhan,  
MSc	International	Business
Bhavishya is now Business Manager  
for 5thBar, a mobile marketing agency  
based in Dubai.

LEARN MORE  www.birmingham.ac.uk/business   

Birmingham Business School

RANGE	OF	OCCUPATIONS

Below is an overview of the kinds of employment sectors, organisations  
and professions that recent Business, Management and Finance postgraduates 
have entered, based on responses to ‘Destinations of Leavers’ surveys conducted  
six months after graduation. 
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(PGT	and	PGR	data	are	combined	here	as	PGR	data	only	existed	for	2010/11	with	only	one	respondent)

‘I	opened	J	Model	Management,	a	global	fashion	

show	company	one	month	after	graduating	from	

the	University	of	Birmingham.	I	decided	to	open	

my	own	business	as	I	wanted	to	produce	my	

own	events	and	make	full	use	of	the	skills	I	had	

learnt	during	my	studies.	My	business	has	grown	

from	its	initial	roots	in	Birmingham	to	a	global	

business	covered	by	international	publications	

and	media	across	five	continents.

‘I	have	also	represented	and	partnered	with	

the	biggest	brands	in	the	fashion,	beauty,	hotel	

and	restaurant,	food	and	beverage,	car,	airline,	

tourism,	and	education	industries.	

‘I	became	the	first	ever	fashion	show	organiser		

to	turn	London’s	Tower	Bridge	into	a	catwalk		

in	October	2011,	followed	by	the	world’s	highest	

fashion	show	on	the	PETRONAS	Twin	Towers’	

Skybridge	in	March	2012.	

‘Since	then	I	have	also	set	other	milestones		

in	the	fashion	world	with	a	floating	catwalk		

on	the	River	Seine	in	Paris	and	the	world’s		

first	sundeck	catwalk	on	the	Italian	cruise	ship	

Costa Atlantica	overlooking	the	Dubai	skyline.		

In	recognition	of	my	work	and	these	

achievements,	I	was	named	Global	Fashion	

Mover	and	Shaker	(Marie	Claire),	Style	Icon	

(Glam),	and	Global	Fashion	Maven	(MEGA	

Style)	in	2012.’

Jessica Minh Anh, MSc	Marketing	Communications
Jessica is now a global fashion show organiser and model. She has organised fashion shows 
on London’s Tower Bridge and on a catwalk 90 metres above the Seine in Paris.

LEARN MORE  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ 
marketing   
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in	marketing	and	advertising.	Accountancy	and	business	consultancy	
are	also	popular	destinations.	

The	following	chart	shows	results	from	‘Destinations	of	Leavers’		
surveys	for	our	Marketing	postgraduates	over	the	past	five	years.

SOURCE:	Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education Institutions,		
Higher	Education	Statistics	Agency,	2009-13

Birmingham Business School

EMPLOYABILITY

Highlights:
Over	the	past	five	years:
n  85%	of	taught	postgraduate	respondents	were	in	work		

or	further	study	just	six	months	after	graduation
n  100%	of	research	postgraduate	respondents	had	successfully		

found	work	or	further	study	six	months	after	graduating

Like	their	peers	from	the	other	departments	in	Birmingham	Business	
School,	Birmingham’s	Marketing	postgraduates	are	sought	after		
by	a	wide	range	of	employers	in	business,	industry	and	the	public		
sector.	As	well	as	developing	knowledge	in	key	areas	including	
consumer	behaviour,	marketing	management,	marketing	research		
and	marketing	strategy,	Marketing	postgraduates	develop	a	wide	
range	of	skills	including	analytical	and	research	skills,	numeracy,	
communication	and	presentation	skills,	team	working,	and	political		
and	commercial	awareness.

Our	MSc	programmes	in	Marketing	and	International	Marketing	are	
conversion	programmes	for	applicants	without	previous	knowledge		
or	experience	in	marketing,	but	who	wish	to	develop	their	knowledge		
and	start	careers	in	marketing	or	related	areas.	Consequently,	many		
of	our	Marketing	postgraduates	go	on	to	secure	trainee	roles		

MARKETING
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Range of employment sectors 

n 	Accounting,	bookkeeping,	auditing		

and	tax	consultancy

n Advertising

n Business	and	management	consultancy

n Business	support	services

n Education

n Information	technology	and	computer	services

n Market	research	and	public	opinion	polling

n Manufacture	of	food	products

n Monetary	intermediation

‘Since	graduating,	I	find	

myself	enjoying	having	

a	job	where	I	can	apply	

everything	I	have	learnt	

from	my	experience	at	

Birmingham	Business	

School.	I	enjoy	the	

fact	that	I	am	doing	

something	I	like,	which	involves	analytical	

thinking	and	creativity.	I	relish	the	multinational	

ambience	with	a	very	friendly	environment,	while	

at	the	same	time	being	based	in	my	home	city,	

which	means	I’m	amongst	my	family	and	friends.

‘My	MSc	gave	me	a	more	profound	knowledge	

from	a	strategic	point	of	view,	which	is	exactly	

what	I	needed	for	the	career	I	was	planning	

to	pursue.	Today,	I	can	apply	my	theoretical	

and	academic	knowledge	in	a	more	practical	

sense.	My	Strategic	Management	module	was	

particularly	insightful	and	valuable,	with	an	

excellent	professor.	It	gave	me	knowledge	about	

strategy	and	included	different	frameworks	in	an	

interesting	way.	

‘The	dissertation	was	a	key	challenge	since	it	

was	the	first	time	I	had	completed	one	—	from	

finding	a	topic	to	researching	and	then	analysing	

it.	Through	hard	work	and	dedication,	as	well	

as	support	from	my	lecturers,	I	produced	a	

dissertation	that	received	a	distinction,	an	

achievement	of	which	I	am	highly	proud.’

Kareem Farid, MSc	Strategic	Marketing		
and	Consulting,	graduated	2011
Kareem now works in Egypt as a Planner  
for advertising corporate J Walter Thompson 
(JWT). Kareem develops strategies for the 
company’s marketing campaigns based  
on consumer data. 

LEARN MORE  
www.birmingham.ac.uk/ 
marketing   

Birmingham Business School

RANGE	OF	OCCUPATIONS

Below is an overview of the kinds of employment sectors, organisations  
and professions that recent Marketing postgraduates have entered,  
based on responses to ‘Destinations of Leavers’ surveys conducted  
six months after graduation. 

Range of employers 

n Associated	British	Foods

n Capgemini

n CBRE

n Heineken

n Kraft	Foods

n Marks	and	Spencer

n Samsung

n Santander

n Vaisala

n Volkswagen	Group	China

Range of occupations	

n Associate	Professor

n Brand	Development	Executive

n Corporate	Account	Manager

n Insight	Officer

n Junior	Market	Research	Executive

n Market	Analyst

n Marketing	Executive

n Real	Estate	Marketer

n Sales	Development	Executive

n Senior	Supervisor

n Spend	Management	Associate


