
As part of the ongoing 
improvement to The 
Vale student facilities, 
The new Chamberlain 
Residence will be 
complete by October 
2015 

Redevelopment of 
Chamberlain Student 
Residence 



What are we Building 
The new Hall, which will welcome its first students in September 2015, 
will provide a home for 725 students on the Vale in either en suite study 
bedrooms in clusters of five or six sharing  a kitchen/ lounge or self-
contained studios.  The new 21-storey tower’s ground floor will be home 
to social spaces including catering and social facilities  and other 

accommodation will benefit from views 
across the Vale, a grade II historic park 
and garden, whilst those on the very 
upper floors will enjoy vistas across the 
city. The three low rise blocks have been 
designed to sit at an angle to maximise 
views into the Vale both from the 
accommodation itself but also for 
passers-by and residents along Church 
Road which sits at the top of the Vale. 

amenities including a launderette. The 
bedrooms will all be cabled for internet 
access and they will have wifi as standard 
plus energy efficient heating and hot 
water. Students who live in the tower  
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Our Programme – Completion October 2015 

September 2014 

April 2015 

January 2015 

Foundations complete and 
concrete frame on all four 
blocks at various stages of 
construction. 

Concrete frame to  finger  
blocks complete with the 
tower 75% complete. 
Envelope on all four 
blocks at various stages of 
construction.  

Envelope to all four 
blocks nearing 
completion.  Focus on fit 
out for overall 
completion September 
2015. 



Footpaths 
Between Aitken and 
Shackleton a temporary 
footpath has been 
formed to allow 
convenient access to 
The Hub and The Vale 
amenities and onwards 
to campus.  

What You Need To Know 

Working Hours 
Site hours will be from 8:00am to 
7:00pm Monday to Friday and 
8:00am to 1:00pm on Saturday. 
On limited occasions we will require 
to work out with these hours and will 
notify you in advance when this is 
due to occur 
In the event of exceptionally noisy 
works then these will start no earlier 
than 9:00am. 
Keep an eye on @unibham_estates 
for details of when there works are 
likely to be. We apologise for  any 
inconvenience they may cause. 

Aitken Wing 
During the summer breaks works to 
enhance the facilities in the Aitken 
Wing have taken place. At times 
there may be a limited amount of 
work being done during  term time, 
however this will only be to areas 
outside the accommodation and any 
disruption to students living here will 
be kept to a minimum. 

Traffic Management 
Contractors will only be allowed to 
park in an allocated zone adjacent 
to Mason Hall. 
All deliveries will come via Church 
Road where there are two access 
points located. At no time should 
any deliveries be using The Vale 
Road. 

Programme 
All works are on schedule to 
be complete October 2015. 
The accommodation will be 
in full use for the start of 
the new academic in 
September 2015. Additional 
facilities including the 
bar/restaurant will be 
complete October 2015. 



Communication 
During The Works 

Weekly Newsletters 

Information Board 
Located in The Hub 

Student Guild Site 
Tours 

See www.birmingham.ac.uk/building 
and @unibham_estates 

University 
Staff 
located at 
The Hub 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/building


Sustainable Delivery 

80% of labour local 
to Birmingham 

40% of spend local 
to Birmingham 

5% of people on site 
will be apprentices 

Less than 1200 tonnes of 
CO2 produced 

90% waste diverted 
from landfill 



Sustainable Outcomes 

Local energy 
producing plant 
generating 
200Kw of free 
heat 

Ultra low 
energy 
lighting 

Super efficient 
insulation  on 
the roof, 
ground floor 
and walls 

Thermal mass from 
the concrete 
radiating heat out in 
the winter and 
absorbing heat in 
the summer 

Green roofs and 
underground 
storage capable 
of retaining 
256,000 litres of 
rain water 



Aitken Wing – Heating Enhancements 

April 2015 

As part of the University’s ongoing 
programme of improvements to the Vale, 
the heating and hot water systems in the 
Aitken Wing are being replaced with a 
new central heating system. This will be 
connected to a new sustainable heating 
source located within Chamberlain and 
will bring great benefit to Aitken including 
a minimum 10% reduction in CO2 

emissions over the existing heating 
system. 
Located within Chamberlain will be a gas 
fuelled turbine which will produce 
electrical power. Waste heat from the 
turbine will be captured and recycled to 
heat the water for the central heating 
system. The hot water will then be piped 
to Aitken wing and distributed into the 
new  radiators  through out. 
Works are already underway to enhance 
the facilities within the Aitken Wing with 
commencement of new radiators, 
pipework and plantrooms ready for when 
Chamberlain is completed. A minimal 
amount of work will continue through the 
Autumn and Winter and the remaining 
installations completed through the 
summer of 2015. 
We aim to complete these works with the 
minimum inconvenience to people living 
in Aitken.  



Our Programme – Aitken Wing 

Stage 3 
Through the summer of 
2015 the new radiators will 
be connected and brought 
into use. This will also 
allow the electric heating 
system to be removed 

Stage 1 
New radiators and pipework 
have been installed and will 
be connected to the new 
heating boilers in the 
summer of 2015. In the 
meantime the electric 
heating system will be left 
in the building to provide 
heating until the new 
radiators are completed 

Stage 2 
Two new plantrooms outside 
the Aitken wing are being 
fitted out to provide hot 
water to the new radiators. 
This work will carry on 
through the year until the 
summer of 2015.  


