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Fragments, satire and philosophy without end: Diderot's "Neveu de Rameau"

Diderot's satire ends with the statement or warning  "Rira bien qui rira le dernier". The conversation between MOI and LUI  ends by breaking up, not by concluding. There are many traditional ways of thinking with fragments: "sententiae", aphorisms, or varieties of "bricolage", where each element radiates out of its small compass. But Diderot's text is not any of these. Instead we have anecdotes, little stories, held into arcs of meaning and driven by satire. "La grande bêtise est de vouloir conclure" says Flaubert. Diderot's satire enables a kind of circulation of meaning without any settled sense emerging. Nevertheless, we have done some thinking while reading it.
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