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New research study explores attitudes to polio immunisation in India
Posted on Friday 13th July 2012

The University of Birmingham is working with Ravenshaw University in Orissa on a new research project looking at ethics, policy and practice concerning polio vaccination
in the state.
Although encouragingly India has been removed from the list of polio endemic countries, misconceptions still remain around polio vaccination within the country.
This two-year project will gather relevant empirical evidence about attitudes to polio vaccination campaigns in Orissa from three key groups - parents, community workers
and those involved in planning and implementing the campaign, such as government officials. While no cases of polio have been officially reported recently in the state, the
research team will study more remote tribal areas where facilities are less developed.
The study will outline and systematically explore the ethical issues that arise in relation to vaccination in general, as well as the issues raised by the empirical material
gathered as part of the project. The aim is that this project will initiate a longstanding collaboration between the University of Birmingham and Ravenshaw in terms of both
teaching and research in ethics and history relating to health. The first of a series of interdisciplinary research workshops will be held in Bhubaneswar in early December
to widen the areas of discussion and seek topics for further joint work in the future.
Angus Dawson, Professor of Public Health Ethics from the College of Medical and Dental Sciences at the University of Birmingham, said:
“A lot of people in India do not opt for mass vaccination programmes for a number of reasons. We want to explore these reasons and bring about an attitudinal change. It's
very exciting to be working in Orissa with Ravenshaw University on this kind of project. My background is in philosophy and ethics, but I have to engage with the real world
of vaccination policy and practice. We expect to learn a lot about the historical, social and cultural context of public health work, and think this will result in new depth in
terms of our own understanding, and further research questions to be explored in the future”.

Notes to Editors
Professor Angus Dawson, Head of Medicine, Ethics, Society & History (MESH), School of Health & Population Sciences, College of Medical and Dental Sciences,
University of Birmingham, UK is carrying out this Wellcome Trust-funded collaborative research project with Professor Chandi Prasad Nanda, Department of History,
Ravenshaw University, Orissa, India. The project is entitled “Ethics, Policy and Practice of Poliomyelitis Vaccination in Orissa: A case study in community,
professional and governmental attitudes to mass public health programmes in India”.
The University of Birmingham’s engagement with India spans over 100 years. The first Indian students came to Birmingham in 1909 to study degrees in Mining and
Commerce and there are now more than 1000 Indian alumni.
The University’s India Office opened in New Delhi in 2009. This was the first overseas office of the University of Birmingham and has been established to maintain
partnerships with local providers, support alumni in India, further consolidate research collaborations and provide local services to those students who wish to study
at the University. For further information please visit: www.birmingham.ac.uk/india (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/india)
For media enquiries, please contact: Catherine Byerley, International Press and PR Officer, University of Birmingham, tel +44 (0) 121 414 8254 or email
c.j.byerley@bham.ac.uk (mailto:c.j.byerley@bham.ac.uk)
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