University of Birmingham
MRes Caribbean Literature

The MRes degree is a research programme with some provision for taught modules. It is aimed at those who wish to move beyond undergraduate work and to engage
in research in depth for a postgraduate thesis, but who also wish to take modules that help develop research and related skills. On this programme you cover a broad
range of poetry and fiction from English, French and Spanish Caribbean. In the process you engage with issues of Caribbean history, politics, national identity,
gender and sexuality.
African Studies and Anthropology has been ranked second among all Area Studies departments in the country in the Research Excellence Framework 2014.

Course fact file
Type of Course: Combined research and taught
Study Options: Full time
Duration: 1 year full-time
Start date: September

Related courses
African Studies PhD/MA by Research (On-Campus or by Distance Learning) (/postgraduate/courses/research/cwas/african-studies.aspx)
MA/Diploma African Studies (/postgraduate/courses/taught/dasa/african-studies.aspx)

Contact
The Postgraduate Admissions Tutor
Tel: +44 (0)121 414 5128
Email: dasa@contacts.bham.ac.uk (mailto:dasa@contacts.bham.ac.uk)
Department of African Studies and Anthropology (/schools/historycultures/departments/dasa/index.aspx)

Details
As part of the Caribbean Studies MRes, you take three taught modules:
Research Skills and Methods in African Studies
Caribbean Fiction
Caribbean Poetry
You also write a dissertation of 20,000 words in the final term on a topic of your choice relevant to the focus of the programme.
Detailed descriptions of Caribbean Studies modules (/postgraduate/courses/taught/dasa/african-modules.aspx)

Fees and funding
We charge an annual tuition fee. Fees for 2015/16 are currently as follows:
Home / EU £4,052 full-time; £2,026 part-time
Overseas: £13,195 full-time; £6,597.50 part-time
For part-time students, the above fee quoted is for year one only and tuition fees will also be payable in subsequent years of your programme.
Tuition fees can either be paid in full or by instalments.
Eligibility for Home/EU or Overseas fees can be verified with Admissions. Learn more about fees for international students
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/finance/fees.aspx) .
Learn more about postgraduate tuituion fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/dr-fees/index.aspx) .

Scholarships and studentships
Scholarships to cover fees and/or maintenance costs may be available. To discover whether you are eligible for any award across the University, and to start your funding
application, please visit the University's Postgraduate Funding Database (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/funding/FundingFilter.aspx) .
International students can often gain funding through overseas research scholarships, Commonwealth scholarships or their home government.

Birmingham Masters Scholarship Scheme
For 2015 entry the University has 224 new £10,000 scholarships available for Masters students from under-represented groups
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/funding/Birmingham-Masters-Scholarship-Scheme.aspx) . These scholarships have been jointly funded by the British
Government; the allocation of the awards, which is the fourth highest in the UK, further cements Birmingham?s place amongst the very best higher education institutions
for postgraduate study. The application deadline is 31 July 2015.

Entry requirements
Learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/index.aspx)

International students
Academic requirements
We accept a range of qualifications; our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications we accept
from your country.
English language requirements
You can satisfy our English language requirements in two ways:
by holding an English language qualification (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/international/index.aspx) to the right level
by taking and successfully completing one of our English courses for international students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirementspg/international/english-courses.aspx)

How to apply
Before you make your application
Please refer to our six step process (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/calgs/postgraduate-research/howtoapplyforanartsphd.aspx) on applying for PhD, MA by
Research and MRes opportunities for Arts subject areas.
You may wish to register your interest with us (https://bham.hobsons.co.uk/emtinterestpage.aspx?ip=postgraduate) to receive regular news and updates on
postgraduate life within this Department and the wider University.
Additional Guidance for applicants to the PhD Distance Learning study (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/calgs/distancelearning/dl-applicants.aspx) mode.

Making your application

When clicking on the Apply Now button you will be directed to an application specifically designed for the programme you wish to apply for where you will create an
account with the University application system and submit your application and supporting documents online. Further information regarding how to apply online can be
found on the How to apply pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/apply-pg/index.aspx)

Apply now (https://pga.bham.ac.uk/lpages/CAL083.htm)

Learning and teaching
We are a friendly, well integrated community. Staff and postgraduate students work together closely and discuss their research interests at regular meetings. There is
also a regular programme of formal DASA seminars at which staff, postgraduate students and visiting scholars present papers and discuss their work-in-progress.
More personally, you will be assigned a personal tutor with whom you will meet to discuss your progress and seek help and advice when necessary. It is a University
requirement that tutors meet with their tutees at least once a term, but you don't need to wait for a formal appointment: you are encouraged to contact your tutor
whenever you need help or advice.
You will also have an academic supervisor once you are working on your dissertation and will have access to the expertise of other members of staff. As a graduate
student at DASA you can expect to enjoy intensive, frequent and close interaction with your supervisor on a one-to-one basis as well as detailed, continuous supervision
of written work.

You will also become part of, and contribute to, the vibrant international community of the College of Arts and Law Graduate School, which offers dedicated research
resources and a supportive working environment. Our team of academic and operational staff are on hand to offer support and advice to all postgraduate students within
the College.

Employability
The University of Birmingham has been ranked 8th in the UK and 60th in the world for post-qualification employability in the latest global survey of universities
commissioned by the International Herald Tribune.

Your degree will provide excellent preparation for employment and this will be further enhanced by the employability skills training offered through the College of Arts and
Law Graduate School.

Our African Studies graduates develop a range of skills, including oral and written communication, analysis and evaluation, problem solving, independent working and
research skills, which can be used in a variety of occupations. A snapshot of graduate destinations over a five-year period has identified a variety of career paths, from
architecture, to lecturing, to paid research. Over the past five years, over 94% of our History postgraduates have been in work and/or further study six months after
graduation.
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