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MRes Film Studies

Giving you a critical and evaluative understanding of film within an interdisciplinary context, this programme encourages you to understand the role of film and cinema
within a range of socio-cultural arenas. Forging the links between film theory and film practices, cultural politics and state or foreign policy, it will also allow you to
assess the notion of film as a social process engaging with issues of representation, production and consumption.
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham has been awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
Type of Course: Combined research and taught
Study Options: Full time
Duration: 1 year full-time
Start date: September

Contact
Dr Michele Aaron
Tel: +44 (0)121 414 5750
Email: m.aaron@bham.ac.uk (mailto:m.aaron@bham.ac.uk)
School of English, Drama and American & Canadian Studies (/schools/edacs/index.aspx)
Department of Film and Creative Writing (/schools/edacs/departments/fcw/index.aspx)
American and Canadian Studies Centre (/research/activity/acs/index.aspx)

Details
Giving you a critical and evaluative understanding of film within an interdisciplinary context, this programme encourages you to understand the role of film and cinema
within a range of socio-cultural arenas. Forging the links between film theory and film practices, cultural politics and state or foreign policy, it will also allow you to
assess the notion of film as a social process engaging with issues of representation, production and consumption.
The programme is modular and offers a structured approach that includes taught core and optional modules such as Cold War Film, and Death and the Moving Image.
Alongside this you will undertake training in research skills, culminating in an independently researched 20,000-word thesis.
You will gain a firm grounding in different approaches to the analysis of film, a broad knowledge of the history of cinema and developments in film theory, and the ability
to evaluate these in relation to films and film cultures.

Modules
You will complete the following compulsory taught modules:

Film, Theory and Politics
This module examines the interaction between film, film theory and politics. It will provide you with a solid grounding in some of the critical debates of the discipline, and
in related cultural issues central to its development and our focus on American Film. As such, it will enable you to assess the impact of politics on various levels of film
analysis and production: from the ideology of the classical apparatus and text to the race or sexual politics of Hollywood cinema, from the censoring of the Production
Code era to the attempted radicalism of post-modern film practices.
By the end of the module you should be able to:
Demonstrate a critical understanding of 1970s film theory
Demonstrate the ability to analyse both classical and post-classical Hollywood cinema in terms of ideology, and race and sexual politics, and via textual and
contextual approaches
Demonstrate an understanding of how legislation impacts upon film form and content, and how films position themselves outside of political convention
Research and use critically primary and secondary materials, including audio-visual material
Give a presentation, including the use of primary and secondary materials, demonstrating in-depth knowledge and application of film theory to interpret the
ideological work of a single film example.

Research Skills and Methods
This module aims to develop your skills in research practices, including preparation and presentation of dissertations and theses. It supports the research planning for
your dissertation/thesis.
By the end of the module you should be able to:
Understand the requirement to construct a methodological framework for your topic
Conduct web-based research
Construct a bibliography and use a recognised style guide in citations
Identify and analyse primary and secondary sources
Demonstrate ability to present a detailed analysis of one text or idea as a case study

Optional modules include:
Cold War Film
This module aims to examine films of the Cold War era c.1946-1965 and develop your skills in both film theory, and film history. It examines the political and economic
context of the production of film, looking at issues such as political control via McCarthyism and the HUAC, and the economic demands that directed and constrained
film production. You will then examine a series of films, in order to assess the extent to which film reflected or engaged with social, cultural and political debates of the
time.

Death and the Moving Image
This module investigates the representation of death, and its surrounding debates, across a range of genres and aesthetic practices, to position it within a socio-cultural,
historical, and critical context. Through consideration of the various forms and functions of the spectre of death, or of cinematic death itself, it explores their relationship
to narrative, ideology and spectatorship.

Postcolonial Film
This module offers students the opportunity to study postcolonial film from different historical and national contexts and via a range of geopolitical and technological
shifts. It will explore the changing relationship between colonialism/imperialism and film through the course of the twentieth century and beyond.

Fees and funding
We charge an annual tuition fee. Fees for 2015/16 are currently as follows:
Home / EU £4,090 full-time; £2,045 part-time
Overseas: £13,195 full-time; £6,597.50 part-time
For part-time students, the above fee quoted is for year one only and tuition fees will also be payable in subsequent years of your programme.
Tuition fees can either be paid in full or by instalments.
Eligibility for Home/EU or Overseas fees can be verified with Admissions. Learn more about fees for international students
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/finance/fees.aspx)

Learn more about postgraduate tuituion fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/dr-fees/index.aspx) .

Scholarships and studentships
Scholarships to cover fees and/or maintenance costs may be available. To discover whether you are eligible for any award across the University, and to start your funding
application, please visit the University's Postgraduate Funding Database (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/funding/FundingFilter.aspx) .
International students can often gain funding through overseas research scholarships, Commonwealth scholarships or their home government.
University of Birmingham graduates may be entitled to a fee reduction through the College of Arts and Law Alumni Bursary scheme
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/calgs/scholarships/alumni-bursary.aspx) .

Entry requirements

Learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/index.aspx)

International students
Academic requirements
We accept a range of qualifications; our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications we accept
from your country.
English language requirements
You can satisfy our English language requirements in two ways:
by holding an English language qualification (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/international/index.aspx) to the right level
by taking and successfully completing one of our English courses for international students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirementspg/international/english-courses.aspx)

How to apply
Before you make your application
You may wish to register your interest with us (https://bham.hobsons.co.uk/emtinterestpage.aspx?ip=postgraduate) to receive regular news and updates on
postgraduate life within this Department and the wider University.

Making your application
When clicking on the Apply Now button you will be directed to an application specifically designed for the programme you wish to apply for where you will create an
account with the University application system and submit your application and supporting documents online. Further information regarding how to apply online can be
found on the How to apply pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/apply-pg/index.aspx)

Apply now (https://pga.bham.ac.uk/lpages/CAL033.htm)

Related news and events
48 frames per second: challenging our emotional attachment to film (/research/activity/acs/news/2012/hobbit.aspx)

Learning and teaching
Within the Department of Film and Creative Writing, we provide a supportive and friendly environment for pursuing high quality postgraduate study.

You will also become part of, and contribute to, the vibrant international community of the College of Arts and Law Graduate School, which offers dedicated research
resources and a supportive working environment. Our team of academic and operational staff are on hand to offer support and advice to all postgraduate students within
the College.

Research interests of staff
You’ll also automatically become a member of - and contribute to - B-Film (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/b-film/index.aspx) : The Birmingham Centre for
Film Studies. This multidisciplinary hub for research activities on film at the University coordinates various events like visiting speakers, film screenings and international
conferences.

Related research
B-Film (/research/activity/b-film/index.aspx)

Related staff
Dr Michele Aaron (/staff/profiles/fcw/aaron-michele.aspx)
Dr James Walters (/staff/profiles/fcw/walters-james.aspx)
Professor R. J. (Dick) Ellis (/staff/profiles/english/ellis-dick.aspx)

Employability

The University of Birmingham has been ranked 8th in the UK and 60th in the world for post-qualification employability in the latest global survey of universities
commissioned by the International Herald Tribune.
Your degree will provide excellent preparation for employment and this will be further enhanced by the employability skills training offered through the College of Arts and
Law Graduate School.

Adobe Flash Player or QuickTime is required for video playback.
Get the latest Flash Player
Get the latest version of QuickTime

A number of our film studies’ alumni have gone on to forge successful careers in the media industries, such as Hana Lewis who works for The Film Agency for Wales:
“My degree prepared me for practice in many ways, including the ability to think critically and strategically which is important in my current role where multiple projects
run concurrently and I am required to make objective decisions about creative, critical and cultural filmmaking projects.”
Hana Lewis, Exhibition and Education Executive, The Film Agency for Wales
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