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MSc by Research (Taxation)
This programme is unique in the UK. It provides a route to obtain a MSc degree by production of a research thesis of a maximum of 40,000 words over a period of registration of 1 year (full time) or 2 years (part time). The subject matter of the thesis must be related to taxation, but the focus
of the specific topic chosen would be by agreement between the student and the supervisors as part of the application and registration process.
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham has been awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
Type of Course: Continuing professional development, doctoral research
Study Options: Part time
Duration: MSc (Research) – minimum duration of 1 years and a maximum of 2 years.

Contact
You can contact us on +44 (0)121 414 5005
Got a question? Use our ask us anything (http://bham.hobsons.co.uk/ask.aspx?cid=1223&did=24) facility to get the answer you need.
Doctoral Programmes Office Administrator: Marleen Vanstockem
Tel: +44 (0) 121 414 3498
Email: m.h.l.vanstockem@bham.ac.uk (mailto:m.h.l.vanstockem@bham.ac.uk)
Accounting and Finance at Birmingham Business School (/schools/business/departments/Accounting-Finance/index.aspx)
Follow us on Twitter (http://twitter.com/uob_business)
Contact us on Facebook (http://facebook.com/birminghambusinessschool)

Details
The University of Birmingham has a long tradition of business research, with roots dating back to the appointment of the country's first Professor of Accounting, we have a longstanding history of researching and teaching in the area of accounting and finance. Taxation has been a field we have
taught and researched actively for more than 20 years. You would therefore be joining and benefiting from a very active research community in participating in this programme.
Where the research subject matter chosen lends itself, students may also become members of the CHASM research centre (/research/activity/social-policy/chasm/index.aspx) – a joint venture between the Business School and the School of Social Policy, one of the leading such Schools in
the UK. This Centre focuses on personal asset management, financial capability, inclusion and welfare inequality issues producing policy relevant output in each of these areas, so subjects including personal and wealth taxation and the impact of tax on the individual and household would fit
into this Centre’s interest. Other subjects are of course however, equally suitable to this programme.
A research proposal is necessary as part of the application process for this programme (find out more about producing a suitable research proposal (https://dres.bham.ac.uk/esdlive/aspx_helpdesk/faqs.aspx?

CourseCode=ACCOUNTFINANCE&CCTC=DRES&UTYP=STU&SESSIONHIDE=menubar%2cfaqallincategory%2ccomponenttabs%2cheader%2cfooter%2ccallcentrelinks%2cbacktoportal%2cfaqsearchagain%2cfaqcriticallist%2cfaqkeywordlinks%2cfaqmostsearchedlinks%2cfaqrighthandmenu&open=faqs

), and a Skype or telephone interview (or face to face if needed) is likely to be required as part of the registration process to be accepted onto this programme.
If accepted, students can expect to have two supervisors, one a subject expert in the chosen area of taxation (who would act as the lead supervisor), and one with wider taxation knowledge to support the contextualisation and application of the work more generally. The subjects chosen for the
work would be expected to study the leading edge of thinking in the various fields of taxation. Where needed research training will be made available to the student.

Support and training
Birmingham Business School provides dedicated facilities, resources and support to postgraduate students and early career researchers which includes The Midlands Graduate School and Doctoral Training Centres and Programmes. Click to find out more (/schools/business/courses/docres.aspx) .

Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/dr/tuition.aspx) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/dr/index.aspx)
Scholarships and studentships
Scholarships may be available. International students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/scholarships) can often gain funding through overseas research scholarships, Commonwealth scholarships or their home government.
For further information contact the School directly or www.studenthelp.bham.ac.uk (http://www.studenthelp.bham.ac.uk/) .

Entry requirements
'A good first degree is required and/or suitable professional qualification (eg membership of a tax, legal or accounting professional body of equivalent status to organisations such as the Chartered Institute of Taxation, Law Society, ACCA, CIMA, CIPFA, ICAS, ICAI, ICAEW etc ) with adequate
practical post qualification experience (a minimum of 3 years would be normally expected). Some UK presence during the programme will be normally expected as part of your research supervision.
Learn more about entry requirements (/postgraduate/requirements-dr/step1.aspx)
International students
We accept a range of qualifications from different countries – learn more about international entry requirements (/postgraduate/requirements-dr/step1.aspx)
Standard English language requirements (/postgraduate/requirements-pgt/international/index.aspx) apply
International students:
International students can only apply to study full time.

How to apply
When clicking on the Apply Now button you will be directed to an application specifically designed for the programme you wish to apply for where you will create an account with the University application system and submit your application and supporting documents online. Further information
regarding how to apply online can be found on the How to apply pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/apply-pg/index.aspx)

Apply now (https://pga.bham.ac.uk/lpages/COS002.htm)

Research interests of staff
The areas of Taxation research undertaken by our staff include:
Impact of taxation on the decision-making behaviour of individuals and businesses;
role for and development of tax policy (particularly wealth and capital taxation);
taxation in global trade;
tax education;
tax law;
tax history;
Philosophies of tax.
The acceptable research topic areas must be closely related to taxation. For example, to include one or more of the following topics;
The impact of taxation on the decision-making behaviour of individuals and businesses (e.g. consumption behaviours, tax planning etc);
role for and development of effective tax policy;
development of tax administration systems;
tax education;
international taxation;
comparative taxation;
the politics of taxation;
economic psychology of taxation;
taxation in developing countries;
understanding patterns of tax compliance, avoidance and evasion;
tax and governance;
tax and social policy (other tax topics may also be suitable);
institutions of taxation;
adjudication or dispute resolution.
Personal experience of working in the proposed topic area of study is desirable.
Please note that while applicants should create a reasoned proposal of study as part of the application process, it should be expected that this would be refined in conjunction with the allocated supervisors if successful in being offered a place on this programme.

Employability
If I gain a postgraduate research degree from Birmingham Business School, what are my career prospects?

The University of Birmingham has recently been ranked 9th in the UK, and 55th in the world, for post-qualification employability in a global survey of universities commissioned by the International Herald Tribune.
Birmingham’s Business graduates are sought after by a wide range of financial, commercial and public sector employers. They can typically offer a wide range of skills including analytical & research, numeracy, communication, team working and political & commercial awareness.
For those entering employment after graduating, traditionally popular areas include banking, accountancy/professional services and financial services. Many of our programmes involve studying towards a professional qualification. Outside of these areas, options include teaching abroad and
retail management. Many Masters by Research graduates also go on to forge successful academic careers of their own in teaching and academic research.
What type of career assistance is available to Masters by Research students in Birmingham Business School?
The University of Birmingham has invested heavily in careers and employability support. The Careers Team have been praised for enhanced developments within their team and for adopting a model of integrated employability and internship support; something that has been rolled out and
implemented across all Schools and Colleges at the University.
Masters by Research students at Birmingham Business School will benefit from this additional investment; the school now has its own well qualified dedicated Careers Team to support students with employment opportunities, work placements, internships and how to succeed at interview. In
addition, a range of career management, personal development and employer events are run each year by the Careers in Business Team to help you make the most of the opportunities available.
The University also has dedicated careers advisors for International students who run workshops and networking opportunities with potential employers. These are especially popular with International MSc by Research students.
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