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Theology and Religion - Jewish and Holocaust Studies specialism PhD/MA by
Research (On-Campus or by Distance Learning)

At Birmingham we offer promising candidates the opportunity to carry out research in one of the UK’s largest and most diverse Departments of Theology and
Religion. We have a strong tradition in Jewish Studies with particular strengths in Second Temple Judaism, Dead Sea Scrolls, Holocaust studies, contemporary
Jewish-Christian relations, and the representation of Jews, Judaism, and Jewish/non-Jewish relations in Jewish museums and Holocaust museums
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham has been awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
Type of Course: Distance learning, doctoral research
Study Options: Full time, part time
Duration: PhD – 3 years full-time; 6 years part-time; MA by Research – 1 year full-time; 2 years part-time
Start date: January 2014, September 2014

Contact
Dr Charlotte Hempel, Admissions Tutor
Tel: +44(0)121 414 8337
Email: c.hempel@bham.ac.uk (mailto:c.hempel@bham.ac.uk)
School of Philosophy, Theology and Religion (/schools/ptr/index.aspx)
Department of Theology and Religion (/schools/ptr/departments/theologyandreligion/index.aspx)

Details
The MA by Research programme requires you to prepare a dissertation of up to 40,000 words on a topic of your choice, for which an academic staff member will provide
expert supervision.
The PhD – the most advanced research degree – leads to a dissertation of up to 80,000 words on a subject of your choice and under the expert supervision of an
academic member of staff. You can study for a PhD on campus or by Distance Learning (/students/courses/postgraduate/research/arts-law-inter/distancelearning.aspx) .

At Birmingham you also have the option of studying languages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/calgs/personal-development/languages.aspx) , free of charge.
Almost no other UK University offers you the opportunity to learn the intense graduate academic language skills which you may need to pursue your research.

Why study this course
This programme sits within our Religious Studies research cluster which aims to provide a context in which postgraduate research can flourish. It draws upon the
expertise of academic staff across a variety of disciplines and offers a vast array of research methods and approaches to a range of religions. It also has substantial links
with other departmental research clusters, which means your postgraduate research will take place in a fully supported, fully integrated environment.
What’s more, Birmingham is an ideal place to study this subject; it is one of the most racially, culturally and religiously diverse communities in the UK (including the
local Jewish community) - and with the excellent relationships we have with many of the city’s faith communities, you will gain a first-hand insight into many significant
religious traditions. We host regular outreach seminars in the area of Jewish Studies in conjunction with Mosaic: The Birmingham Society for Jewish Studies as well the
annual Rabbi Leonard Tann Memorial Lecture delivered in 2009 by Prof. Michael E. Stone (Hebrew University, Jerusalem), the Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks(2010), Prof. AmyJill Levine (Vanderbilt Divinity School, Nashville, 2011), Prof Gary Rendsburgh
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/ptr/departments/theologyandreligion/news/2013/rabbi-tann.aspx) (Rutgers University, New Jersey, 2012), and Prof. Martin
Goodman (University of Oxford, 2013).

Fees and funding

We charge an annual tuition fee. Fees for 2014/15 are currently as follows:
Home / EU £3,996 full-time; £1,998 part-time
Overseas: £12,565 full-time; £6,282.50 part-time
Learn more about fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/dr/tuition.aspx) .

Scholarships and studentships
Scholarships to cover fees and/or maintenance costs may be available. To be eligible for these awards, candidates must hold either an offer of a place to study or have
submitted an application to study at the University. To discover whether you are eligible for any award across the University, and to start your funding application, please
visit the University's Postgraduate Funding Database (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/funding/FundingFilter.aspx) .
International students can often gain funding through overseas research scholarships, Commonwealth scholarships or their home government.

Entry requirements
Applicants for research degrees should normally have a first- or upper second-class Honours degree in Theology, Religious Studies or a related discipline.

Learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/index.aspx)

International students
Academic requirements
We accept a range of qualifications; our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications we accept
from your country.
English language requirements
You can satisfy our English language requirements in two ways:
by holding an English language qualification (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/international/index.aspx) to the right level
by taking and successfully completing one of our English courses for international students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirementspg/international/english-courses.aspx)

How to apply
For applicants to the PhD Distance Learning study mode only:
As part of the application process for the distance learning study mode, we will ask you to provide evidence to demonstrate that you have the time, commitment,
facilities and experience to study for a PhD by Distance Learning. Please be prepared to provide evidence, and details, of the following:
Examples of your postgraduate research experience and ability to work independently e.g. papers/presentations at professional and academic conferences or
publications in professional journals or previous completion of an independent research project, etc.
Full reasons (academic and personal) for registering for the distance learning mode of study rather than by standard full or part-time on-campus options. In
particular, how you will be able to carry out your project in your chosen location.
Access to local library facilities (where needed)
Access to IT facilities
Access to communications, including e-mail and visual communication media e.g. Skype and Facetime
Access to facilities to support any study-related disability (where appropriate)
You can upload this information at the time of application - when asked to provide supporting documentation - or via your applicant portal once you have submitted your
application.

For all applicants:
When clicking on the Apply Now button you will be directed to an application specifically designed for the programme you wish to apply for where you will create an
account with the University application system and submit your application and supporting documents online. Further information regarding how to apply online can be
found on the How to apply pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/apply-pg/index.aspx)

Apply now (https://pga.bham.ac.uk/lpages/CAL120.htm)

Research interests of staff

The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Hebrew Bible.
Contact: Dr Charlotte Hempel (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/tr/hempel-charlotte.aspx)
Tel: +44 (0)121 414 8337
Email: c.hempel@bham.ac.uk (mailto:j.webber@bham.ac.uk)
Holocaust studies, contemporary Christian-Jewish relations.
Contact: Dr Isabel Wollaston (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/tr/wollaston-isabel.aspx)
Tel: +44 (0)121 414 5662
Email: i.l.wollaston@bham.ac.uk (mailto:i.l.wollaston@bham.ac.uk)

Related research

Religious Studies research cluster (/schools/ptr/departments/theologyandreligion/research/religiousstudies.aspx)

Employability
The University of Birmingham has been ranked 8th in the UK and 60th in the world for post-qualification employability in the latest global survey of universities
commissioned by the International Herald Tribune.
Your degree will provide excellent preparation for employment and this will be further enhanced by the employability skills training offered through the College of Arts and
Law Graduate School.

The Adobe Flash Player or QuickTime is required for video playback.
Get the latest Flash Player
Get the latest version of QuickTime

Our Theology graduates develop a range of skills including, critical and analytical ability, and the expertise to write clearly and concisely and to tight deadlines, which be
used in a variety of occupations. A snapshot of graduate destinations over a five-year period has identified a variety of career paths, from careers in churches of various
denominations to working as teachers in schools. In this time, over 94% of our postgraduate researchers in Theology and Religion have been in work and/or further study
six months after graduation.
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