University of Birmingham
Investments MSc
This demanding programme teaches theories and techniques of investments, as well as their real-life application. It is designed for graduates who want to develop a
career in investment institutions, or who wish to become investments specialists or managers in other corporate bodies.

Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham was awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
Type of Course: Taught
Study Options: Full time
Duration: 1 year full-time
Start date: September

Contact
For programme information please contact the Business School:
Tel:+44 (0)121 415 8273
Email: mscadmissions@lists.bham.ac.uk (mailto:mscadmissions@lists.bham.ac.uk)
For admissions enquiries please contact the Admissions Office:
Tel:+44(0)121 414 5488
Email: postgraduate@contacts.bham.ac.uk (mailto:postgraduate@contacts.bham.ac.uk)
(/schools/business/alumni/alumni-profiles/index.aspx)

Visit Birmingham Business School Alumni to view the latest graduate career profiles (/schools/business/alumni/alumniprofiles/index.aspx) .
Birmingham Business School (/schools/business/index.aspx)
Accounting and Finance at Birmingham Business School (/schools/business/departments/Accounting-Finance/index.aspx)

Details
(/postgraduate/funding/Birmingham-Masters-Scholarship-Scheme.aspx)

This demanding programme teaches theories and techniques of investments,
as well as their real-life application. It is designed for graduates who want to
develop a career in investment institutions, or who wish to become
investments specialists or managers in other corporate bodies.
Based mainly, but not exclusively, on practices in the UK, continental
Europe, the USA and some emerging markets, this programme equips you
with the skills and knowledge that you need to function as an investments
specialist in domestic and international markets.
Internationally renowned academic staff teach theory and technique, whilst
their application is taught by professional traders with years of experience in
the industry and first-hand knowledge of current market regulations, trading techniques, customs and practices. You also have access to a simulated dealing room,
where a range of trading techniques can be practised.

Programme content
This degree is intellectually demanding and requires considerable effort; it is structured to prepare you for the challenging working environment that you will encounter in
the industry after graduation.
The compulsory modules are:
Financial Modelling & Forecasting Techniques (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/financial-modelling-forecasting-techniques.aspx)
Financial Statement Analysis for Investors (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/financial-statement-analysis-for-investors.aspx)
Foreign Exchange and International Money Markets (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/foreign-exchange-and-international-moneymarkets.aspx)

Investment Mathematics, concepts and markets (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/investment-mathematics-concepts-andmarkets.aspx)

Portfolio Theory and Investment Analysis (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/portfolio-theory-and-investment-analysis.aspx)
Risk management (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/risk-management.aspx)
Security Analysis and valuation (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/security-analysis-and-valuation.aspx)

Trading techniques (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/trading-techniques.aspx)
You also have a range of optional modules to allow you to develop your future career interests.
Typically, we expect that applicants will have a background in accounting, finance, economics, business administration, mathematics, statistics, science, or
engineering. Evidence of mathematical skills, such as grade C in A level Mathematics or an equivalent grade obtained in an undergraduate mathematics module, is
required for admission.
For those without a strong mathematics background but who have achieved a pass mark in a quantitative module or at GCE A-Level, please see our MSc Financial
Management (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/financial-management.aspx) programme.

Why study this course
Strong Industry links
We enjoy active and close links with industry and the financial community. Many of our programmes have input from organisations such as GE, Biersdorf and
Accenture. Companies such as HSBC, BP, Unilever and
Deloitte visit the School to run workshops and business games, ensuring that you have the opportunity to put the theory you have learned into practice. Particular
programmes also offer the ability to obtain first-hand experience in the form of either work placements abroad or UK based consultancy projects with companies such as
Jaguar, Aston Villa Football Club and Cadbury.

Excellent career prospects
Students have gone on to work in a wide range of industries, in organisations such as Accenture, Deloitte, PWC, Ernst and Young, KPMG, Arcadia Group, Cisco
Systems, Nissan, Ford, BP, Cadbury, P&G, and a whole host of smaller companies and public sector organisations.

Modules
The compulsory modules are:
Financial Modelling & Forecasting Techniques (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/financial-modelling-forecasting-techniques.aspx)
Financial Statement Analysis for Investors (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/financial-statement-analysis-for-investors.aspx)
Foreign Exchange and International Money Markets (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/foreign-exchange-and-international-moneymarkets.aspx)

Investment Mathematics, concepts and markets (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/investment-mathematics-concepts-andmarkets.aspx)

Portfolio Theory and Investment Analysis (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/portfolio-theory-and-investment-analysis.aspx)
Risk management (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/risk-management.aspx)
Security Analysis and valuation (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/security-analysis-and-valuation.aspx)
Trading techniques (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/trading-techniques.aspx)
Research Dissertation (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/research-dissertation.aspx)
You also have a range of optional modules to allow you to develop your future career interests.
Fund management (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/fund-management.aspx)
Quantitative techniques in finance (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/quantitative-techniques-in-finance.aspx)
Corporate Governance Issues in Fund Management (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/corporate-governance-issues-in-fundmanagement.aspx)

Private equity and venture finance (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/accounting-modules/private-equity-and-venture-finance.aspx)

Fees and funding
£8,010 (UK/EU), £16,525 (overseas).
Please check with the School for the latest fees information.
Learn more about fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/postgraduate/fees.aspx)
Business School Scholarships may be available, see www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/business/courses/postgraduate-scholarships.aspx
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/business/courses/masters/postgraduate-scholarships.aspx)

International students can often gain funding through overseas research scholarships, Commonwealth scholarships or their home government. See
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/finance/scholarships/index.aspx
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/finance/scholarships/index.aspx)

Prospective students can get in touch with the Student Funding Office via the online enquiries system at www.studenthelp.bham.ac.uk
(http://www.studenthelp.bham.ac.uk/) .

Entry requirements
At least an upper second-class degree or postgraduate diploma from a UK university or equivalent. The degree must be in a relevant subject and/or applicants must have
obtained good grades in mathematical related modules at undergraduate level. For those not qualified for direct entry to the one-year MSc programmes, a preliminary
year may be available (see MSc programmes – flexible route (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/business/msc-flexibleprogramme.aspx) ).
We accept a range of qualifications from different countries – learn more about international entry requirements
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-pg/international/index.aspx)

Standard English language requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/pg/requirements/international/index.aspx) apply

If you are currently studying at a Chinese university, please view our specific entry requirements including our list of acceptable universities for further study at
Birmingham (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/International/students/country/China/index.aspx) .

How to apply
When clicking on the Apply Now button you will be directed to an application specifically designed for the programme you wish to apply for where you will create an
account with the University application system and submit your application and supporting documents online. Further information regarding how to apply online can be
found on the How to apply pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/apply-pg/index.aspx)

Apply now (https://pga.bham.ac.uk/lpages/COS070.htm)

Related links
Financial Management MSc (/postgraduate/courses/taught/business/financial-management.aspx)

Learning and teaching
The home of Birmingham Business School is University House, conveniently
situated on the edge of the main campus opposite the main gate of the
University. To the elegant old house of 1908, that houses staff rooms and
social space, a new multi-million pound state of-the-art teaching and learning
complex has been added giving a unique combination of historic elegance and
cutting-edge facilities.
Our students benefit from advanced teaching technology. All fifteen lecture
theatres and seminar rooms contain comprehensive audio-visual equipment
and sound systems, as well as wireless connectivity and data
projection. Three large PC clusters add to computing facilities already
available to students across the campus. The main lecture theatre, seating
200, is often utilised outside term-time as a conference facility for local
industry.

Employability
Careers in Business
As a postgraduate at Birmingham Business School you will have access to our specialist careers service, Careers in Business. This service is only available to
postgraduates and provides support with job applications and interviews, job seeking and skills development.
Services include:
Individual appointments to review your CV or application form, discuss your career plans and provide advice about job seeking
Workshops to help you develop the skills that multinational employers look for
Events and exercises to help you get through the graduate selection process include practice interview sessions and a mock assessment centre
Opportunities to interact with employers and recruiters at sector specific events such as Careers in Banking and Careers in Consulting.
Postgraduates can also access Employer presentations and Career Fairs organised by the University’s central service, Careers Network
(https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/employability/careers/events/index.aspx) .
Please get in touch if you have any questions before starting your programme and would like to speak to a Careers Consultant; careersinbusiness@bham.ac.uk
(mailto:careersinbusiness@bham.ac.uk)
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