University of Birmingham
Participation and Democracy
Modular value: 20 credits
Duration: Three full days attendance plus One day's equivalent distance learning
Module convenors: Karin Bottom and Chris Skelcher

This module provides a lively, clear and highly accessible introduction to how public policy is constructed within a democratic society. The course
covers how the policy agenda is established, how we define policy problems, methods of policy making, implementation and evaluation. By
understanding how these theories have developed and used to conceptualise the policy making process, we then draw upon the practice of policy
making in the real world through the use of real life case studies, experiential learning and experts from their field of practice.
This module encourages students to examine emergent forms of citizen participation and to question the limits of representative democracy and changing patterns of
state-civil society relations.

Teaching and learning approach
Unit 1
Welcome and Introduction to the module
Exploring current participant experiences of the nature and dynamics of Central – Local Relationships
Central - Local Relationships: Local Government or Local Administration?
Balance of Power Inquiry: Case Study Analysis
Councillors Commission: Members' Remuneration: Models, Issues, Incentives and Barriers
Power and Decision Making in Local Policy and Politics
Modes of democracy: Representative, deliberative, participative and pluralistic
Exploring democracy in practice: Place Shaping and Total Place
Power and decision making: Theory and Practice
Assignment Preparation: Case studies in democracy and participation
Local Policy Making and Implementation
Public policy making: Theory and practice
Implementing public policy
Neighbourhood Governance and Participation
Unit 2
Citizen Participation
Drivers of citizen consultation and participation
From social exclusion to social inclusion
Case studies of participation: Presentations
Closer to the people? Neighbourhood budgeting in Tower Hamlets
Local politics and politicians
Local political structures into the 21st century
Local authority standards and ethics
Assignment preparation

Learning outcomes
By the end of the module, you should be able to:
Critically examine upon different problematisations of representative democracy and traditional patterns of participation;
Critically reflect upon new and emergent forms of participation and the changing relationship between the citizen and the state;
Critically evaluate upon alternative models of democracy and citizen-state relations;
Construct and present arguments in written form.

Assessment
2 x 3,000 word assignments

You may be interested in these degrees:
Public Management MSc/PGDip/PGCert (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/public-management.aspx)
Public Management (Local Policy and Leadership) MSc/PGDip/PGCert (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/public-management-local-policy-leadership.aspx)
Public Management (Health and Social Care) MSc/PGDip/PGCert (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/public-management-health-social-care.aspx)
Public Service Commissioning MSc/PGDip/GDip/PGCert/GCert (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/public-service-commissioning.aspx)
Masters in Public Administration (MPA) (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/public-administration.aspx)
Social Research (Local Government and Public Policy) MA/PGDip/PGCert (/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/social-research-local-government-public-

policy.aspx)
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