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LLM Health, Bioethics and Law

This programme is not running in 2014 and will be available for entry in September 2015.
The LLM in Health, Bioethics and Law will enable you to critically explore key issues in this field in terms of legal principles and philosophical concepts. The
programme takes an interdisciplinary approach which caters to the needs of those from a variety of backgrounds and is ideal for anyone interested in the issues at
the intersection of healthcare, ethics and law.
There is also an MA in Health, Bioethics and Law (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/health-bioethicslaw.aspx#CourseDetailsTab) available for students who are graduates in humanities, social science, medicine or a cognate discipline.
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham has been awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
Type of Course: Taught
Study Options: Full time, part time
Duration: 1 year full-time; 2 years part-time
Start date: September

Contact
The LLM Programme Secretary
Tel: +44 (0)121 414 6290
Email: law-llm@bham.ac.uk (mailto:law-llm@bham.ac.uk)
Birmingham Law School (/schools/law/index.aspx)
Follow us on Twitter (http://twitter.com/bhamlaw)

Details

Why study this course
Research-led teaching - Birmingham Law School are ranked 7th in the UK
for world-leading and internationally excellent research
Employability - Birmingham is one of the top universities in the UK for
graduate employment
Professional links - annual law fair, visits to and from leading firms
Dedicated facilities - including the Harding Law Library
(/schools/law/life/harding.aspx) and Law common room
Student experience - see what our students have to say (/schools/law/courses/llm/llm-profiles.aspx) about our degrees

Modules
You follow a modular programme (180 credits in total), which comprises six taught modules (20 credits each) and a dissertation supervised by the Law School of 15,000
words (60 credits); which is to be submitted at the end of the year of study.

Compulsory modules:
Human Rights and Health Care Law (/schools/law/courses/llm/modules/LLM-human-rights-and-health-care-law.aspx)

Global Bioethics (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/global-ethics.aspx#CourseDetailsTab)
Philosophical foundations and research skills

Optional Modules:
Students take three of the following modules which must include at least one module taught by the Law School.
Law
Criminal Law and Medicine (/schools/law/courses/llm/modules/LLM-criminal-law-and-medicine.aspx)
European Health Law (/schools/law/courses/llm/modules/LLM-european-health-law.aspx)
Mentally Disordered Offenders (/schools/law/courses/llm/modules/LLM-mentally-disordered-offenders.aspx)
Philosophy
Global Ethics (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/global-ethics.aspx#CourseDetailsTab)
Philosophy of Health and Happiness (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/global-ethics.aspx#CourseDetailsTab)
Philosophy of Cognitive Science (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/phil-mind-cognitive-sci.aspx#CourseDetailsTab)
Value of Life (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/phil/global-ethics.aspx#CourseDetailsTab)

Fees and funding
Fees for 2014-15 are:
Home/EU: £5,940 full-time; £2,970 part-time
Overseas: £13,665 full-time; £6,832.50 part-time
Learn more about fees and funding (/postgraduate/pgt-fees/fees.aspx)

LLM scholarships
Birmingham Law School is able to offer a number of scholarships to applicants for its taught LLM programmes
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/law/courses/llm/scholarships.aspx) . In addition, the University offers a number of country-specific scholarships
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/finance/scholarships/index.aspx) to postgraduate students commencing a one-year taught Masters degree.

Entry requirements
Applicants should have a good Honours degree in law, or a degree in another discipline augmented with a pass in the Common Professional Examination.
International students:
International qualifications which are equivalent to a UK honours degree in Law will be considered. Learn more about international entry requirements
(/postgraduate/requirements-pgt/international/index.aspx) .
If your first language is not English you must provide an English language qualification. Recognised qualifications include:
IELTS: 7.0 with no less than 6.5 in any band

Related links
The Birmingham LLM programmes (/schools/law/courses/llm/index.aspx)

Learning and teaching
Birmingham's LLM programmes have been designed to allow in-depth
analysis of important legal topics. Law modules are all 20 credits in length,
comprising 10 two-hour seminars, to enable students to develop significant
expertise which will enhance their career prospects.
Birmingham is able to offer small-group teaching on the LLM and students
following popular modules with large numbers of students will receive (where
possible) additional teaching time. For these additional hours large classes
will be split in to two separate seminar groups in order to provide an equal
opportunity for class interaction compared to those in smaller groups.
The LLM programmes last 12 months, running from September to September.
All LLM programmes follow the same basic structure.
In part I of the programmes, you take six 20 credit modules: the range of
choice depends on the programme you decide to follow. Assessment in those modules, by essay or formal examination, is in May and June.
In part II of the programmes, you research and write a 15,000-word dissertation on a selected topic of law under the supervision of a member of staff.
The LLM programmes enable you to develop expertise in a range of subjects. You will acquire a systematic understanding of these along with a critical appreciation of
the problems that arise these fields. You will be encouraged to demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge together with a practical understanding of how
established research techniques are used to create and interpret knowledge.

Law School induction
At the start of the course there is a two-day induction designed to help you settle in and gain an understanding of the LLM programme.

Students do not register for modules before arrival as we feel it is important that you are able to make an informed choice. As part of the induction process module
leaders will give a detailed description of what their subject entails and you will have the option to attend any areas which you are interested in for the first two weeks of
the course before having to submit a final decision.

Studying part-time
All the LLM programmes may be taken part-time and completed over a period of two years. This mode of study is particularly suitable for barristers and solicitors who
wish to combine professional practice with university-level study, gaining CPD points in the process.
Classes for part-time students on the LLM will be scheduled between 9am-6pm and students will typically have between 2-4 hours of teaching each week. Fees are the
same as for full-time study but are split over two years.

International students
International students are invited to participate in an orientation course run by the university’s International Office before the start of the academic session. For students
from outside the UK, there are also lectures on the British constitution, sources of English law and the working methods of the common law system. The English for
International Students Unit provides a range of support in reading and writing academic English.

Employability

The University of Birmingham has been ranked 9th in the UK and 55th in the
world, for post-qualification employability in a global survey of universities
commissioned by the International Herald Tribune. Historically, over 93% of
our law students have been in employment or further study within six months
of graduating, with many going on to obtain academic careers in the top law
schools in the country.

Links to the Legal Profession
The Law School maintains strong links with the professional world, through
our network of alumni and contacts in the barristers’ and solicitors’
professions. These links allow us to put on a series of law careers events
throughout the academic year.
Each autumn, the University hosts the Law Fair, in which we welcome over 50
law firms, including some of the largest law firms in the world, to the University's Great Hall. The attendees represent law firms of all sizes and most areas of practice.
The Law School also organises “Law in Practice” seminars, in which practitioners explain to students how the area of law relevant to a specific module works in practice.
These are invaluable opportunities for students to enhance their studies, and enable them to improve their commercial awareness.
In June each year, the Law School hosts “Employability Fortnight”, after the end of the examinations period in the summer term. The events which run in this fortnight
have included an Applications Process Panel Session, a Midlands Circuit Court Visit followed by an Inner Temple Drinks Reception in the evening, an Alternative Dispute
Resolution Workshop by Herbert Smith, and dedicated Careers Advice Drop-in Sessions.

The Careers Network
The Careers Network (https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/as/employability/careers/index.aspx) organises regular events including presentations by top law firms and the
annual Law Fair. It also runs workshops to help students prepare effective applications and to prepare for their next move. Its events on non-law careers, including
journalism, marketing and working with charities, can be of interest to law students.

Mooting
The Law School organises a range of mooting opportunities and students have the opportunity to participate (a moot is a mock trial of a legal issue). The Moot Room
was refurbished in 2011 and is now a state-of-the-art court room, complete with audio-visual equipment for recording moots. The Law School operates four mooting
competitions, and students regularly represent the University at regional and national competitions, with notable success.
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