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Congratulations to Alistair Ritch, who successfully defended his thesis on medicine in the nineteenth-century workhouse on 20 Feb. Alistair researched the histories of
Wolverhampton and Birmingham workhouses under the New Poor Law and passed with only minor revisions. Well done, Alistair!

The photo above is of the archway entrance to Birmingham workhouse, taken
by Alistair in the 1980s when it was still in use as offices in the Department of
Geriatric Medicine. It was known locally as 'The Arch of Tears'.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The History of Medicine Unit is pleased
to welcome Dr Fanxiang Min who will
be working with us from February 2015
until January 2016. Dr Min is from
China’s premier History Department at
the University of Nanjing and will be
researching the history of the NHS and
familiarising himself more widely with
new directions in the history of
medicine. While at the University, he
will also be a visiting fellow in Modern British Studies in the School of History and Cultures. Anyone who wishes to meet Dr Min
while he is here, please contact the Unit and we will arrange a meeting.

January
Sarah Faloon, an undergraduate medical student who took our second-year History of Surgery module last year, has won the undergraduate essay prize of the Society for
the Social History of Medicine. Sarah wrote on surgical innovations at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast during the Troubles in North Ireland. Her article, ‘Medical
Innovation in a Period of Conflict: The Hospital with a Warzone on its Doorstep ’, will be published on the SSHM’s website in February.
Sarah was born in the Royal Victoria Hospital and has sent us the following photo with her as a baby with her mother Alison and siblings Carol and Paul, May 1992.
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