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Overview
This research group brings together all those who use qualitative methods in their research. Our group provides guidance for nested qualitative studies now commonly
included in clinical trials and develops qualitative research in collaboration with colleagues at the School of Health and Population Sciences and across the University.

Our Research Group
Qualitative methods are particularly helpful in illuminating the social, psychological, cultural and political aspects of public health and medicine. They are appropriate where
research questions cannot be answered numerically. Complex systems, context or processes in public health and health care, as well as experiences and beliefs can be
captured and explained using qualitative approaches.
Members of our group are leading the qualitative components of NHS funded clinical trials and programme grants. In developing their own qualitative research interests,
group members work with colleagues across the School, NHS trusts and collaborative groups such as CLAHRC and the School for Primary Care Research and other
universities. Our interests focus on the patient experience of illness and health care, especially in usually neglected areas such as sexual wellbeing after a serious health
event or the engagement of ‘hard to reach groups’ in discussions about health. We are developing novel methods to facilitate this work.
Group members are also involved in collaborative networks across the University (e.g. the Institute for Research into Superdiversity (IRiS) and draw on their research
experience to inform their qualitative methods teaching at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. Qualitative and mixed-methods PhD student projects supervised in our
group also contribute to the richness of the research environment.
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