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“To succeed, one must be distinguished in every area of industry; completing the Birmingham MBA accomplished this.”

Farnaz Sarabi graduated with an MBA in International Business from the University of Birmingham in 2011. She is currently employed as
a Business Planner and Strategic Developer for her family business and is starting her own business as a Distribution Wholesaler in the
foodstuff industry.

My career
I was working in the foodstuff industry before I embarked on my MBA. I decided to continue in the same industry after the completion of
my degree as I wanted to bring my education and experience to my area of expertise. By doing my MBA, I acquired the professional
skills and knowledge, as well as developing my personal skills, to be the best. To succeed, one must be distinguished in every area of
industry; completing the Birmingham MBA accomplished this.

Why Birmingham Business School?
The global reputation of the University of Birmingham was what initially attracted me to the university but there is so much more on offer
than just its academic strength. The beautiful campus and the diverse culture of students made my experience of studying abroad
extremely memorable and the teaching environment even more pleasurable.
Obtaining an MBA provided me with a versatile and wide array of business skills that enabled me to assess the global marketing environment including producing strategic
plans and evaluating global markets. As a result of the MBA, I now have a more fulfilled life as I am gradually achieving both my long and short-term goals.

“As a result of the MBA, I now have a more fulfilled life as I am gradually achieving both my long and short-term goals.”

Challenges
Deadlines for essays and group work were very tight but academics taught us how to develop our time management skills to ensure we met these. Working in a group
with peers who were from different backgrounds, ideas and cultures could sometimes be challenging as opinions differed but we overcame these as a group. This helped
me to enhance my communication skills and international relationship management.

The Birmingham experience
Being surrounded by different students with different backgrounds and from such diverse cultures are the fondest memories I have of studying at Birmingham Business
School. Moreover, the various trips and events made my experience thoroughly enjoyable. I also had access to excellent academic facilities such as online resources,
making learning limitless.
Having the opportunity to study abroad taught me social skills which are now helpful in both my private and social life; the MBA is a marvellous opportunity to establish
and develop networks while sharing knowledge with peers.

Tips and advice
Start working on your plans from the first day of attending classes. If you know why or how you wish to change your career or industry, setting small targets will enable
you to progressively achieve your goals. Work hard to surmount your obstacles. This approach is essential to achieve success in life and business.

Find out more
MBA International Business (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/business/mba.aspx)
The Birmingham MBA (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/business/mba/index.aspx)
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