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Our research activities include studies of policy, practice and provision to meet a diversity of learner needs as well as research which focuses on
specific aspects of disability. We also have two dedicated Research centres - the Autism Centre for Education and Research (ACER)
(/research/activity/education/acer/index.aspx) and the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching And Research (VICTAR).
(/research/activity/education/victar/index.aspx)
Our research focuses on:
Policy and theoretical analyses of schools, systems and support structures
Developing methods and methodologies, particularly participatory research and the use of innovative technologies
Language and literacy
Cognitive and developmental needs
Professional development, particularly with reference to e-learning
The circumstances and needs of particular special educational needs and disability groups
Examples of some of our research include:

Barriers to access: why some children with albinism in Malawi are not attending school
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/barriers-to-access.aspx)
This British Academy funded study (Sept 2012 - May 2014) built on previous research in Malawi by Dr Pat Lund from the Faculty of Health and Life Sciences
in Coventry University and Dr Paul Lynch from the School of Education. This aim of this project was to identify the key determinants preventing young
people with albinism from accessing education in five rural villages in northern Malawi.

Transitions Study: longitudinal study from age 14 of blind and partially sighted young people in the UK
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/transitions-study.aspx)
This 5 year research project (2012-2015) funded by the RNIB is looking at the transition of blind and partially sighted young people from the age of 14 years
of age through to employment or further education.

Early childhood development and education for young children with visual impairment in Malawi (/research/activity/education/projects/earlychildhood-development-malawi.aspx)
This research, funded by Sightsavers (2012-2014), will be looking at parents'/carers' attitudes, beliefs and behaviour towards their children with visual loss
in Malawi

SHARE-IT: School-Home Autism Research Environment through Intelligent Technologies (/research/activity/education/projects/shareit.aspx)
The SHARE-IT project is systematically investigating how personal and mobile devices can be used individually and together to create a scalable intelligent
learning environment for children with Autism Spectrum Conditions (ASCs). It will run from 2012-2014.

Shaping the future of educational technologies today: from prototypes to practice (/research/activity/education/shape/index.aspx)
The aim of this ESRC funded project (2012-2013), was to contribute to shaping the future landscape of technology use for children on the autism spectrum
in the classroom, and through this to contribute to educational advancement, emotional wellbeing and positive outcomes for children.

Reach Forward: Making educational research count for children with disabilities in Malawi, Kenya and Uganda
(/research/activity/education/reach-forward/index.aspx)
The Reach Forward Project funded by ESRC (2013-2014) aims to address the exclusion of children with disabilities in Africa from quality education. The
project will draw on existing primary research to address a number of issues around the current educational support available for children with visual
impairment and those with other disabilities, focusing on Malawi, Uganda and Kenya.

Evaluation of the future in-sight project (/research/activity/education/victar/research/evaluation-of-the-future-in-sight-project.aspx)
This research, funded by the RNIB (2013-2018) is an evaluation of the Future In-Sight project which aims to support partially sighted and blind young people
as they move from compulsory education into independent adulthood.

Experiences of Personal Independence Payment (PIP) on people with sensory loss
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/experiences-of-personal-independence-payment-on-people-with-sensory-loss.aspx)
This project (2014-2015) funded by RNIB, the Thomas Pocklington Trust, and Sense explores the experiences of the DLA to PIP policy change for people
who have a visual impairment or a dual sensory impairment (deafblind).

The experiences of people with dual sensory impairment attending rare syndrome clinics
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/deafblind-attending-rare-syndrome-clinics.aspx)
This research (2014 - 2015) looks at the experiences of deafblind people, as told to us in their own words, as they talk about attending specialist rare
syndrome clinics.
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