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Research
Our research activities include studies of policy, practice and provision to meet a diversity of learner needs as well as research which focuses on
specific aspects of disability. We also have two dedicated Research centres - the Autism Centre for Education and Research (ACER)
(/research/activity/education/acer/index.aspx) and the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching And Research (VICTAR).
(/research/activity/education/victar/index.aspx)
Our research focuses on:
Policy and theoretical analyses of schools, systems and support structures
Developing methods and methodologies, particularly participatory research and the use of innovative technologies
Language and literacy
Cognitive and developmental needs
Professional development, particularly with reference to e-learning
The circumstances and needs of particular special educational needs and disability groups
Examples of some of our research include:

Transitions Study: longitudinal study from age 14 of blind and partially sighted young people in the UK
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/transitions-study.aspx)
This 5 year research project (2012-2015) funded by the RNIB is looking at the transition of blind and partially sighted young people from the age of 14 years
of age through to employment or further education.

Early childhood development and education for young children with visual impairment in Malawi
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/early-childhood-development-malawi.aspx)
This research, funded by Sightsavers (2012-2014), will be looking at parents'/carers' attitudes, beliefs and behaviour towards their children with visual loss
in Malawi

Reach Forward: Making educational research count for children with disabilities in Malawi, Kenya and Uganda
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/reach-forward/index.aspx)
The Reach Forward Project funded by ESRC (2013-2014) aims to address the exclusion of children with disabilities in Africa from quality education. The
project will draw on existing primary research to address a number of issues around the current educational support available for children with visual
impairment and those with other disabilities, focusing on Malawi, Uganda and Kenya.

Evaluation of the future in-sight project (/research/activity/education/victar/research/evaluation-of-the-future-in-sight-project.aspx)
This research, funded by the RNIB (2013-2018) is an evaluation of the Future In-Sight project which aims to support partially sighted and blind young people
as they move from compulsory education into independent adulthood.

Experiences of Personal Independence Payment (PIP) on people with sensory loss
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/experiences-of-personal-independence-payment-on-people-with-sensory-loss.aspx)
This project (2014-2015) funded by RNIB, the Thomas Pocklington Trust, and Sense explores the experiences of the DLA to PIP policy change for people
who have a visual impairment or a dual sensory impairment (deafblind).

The experiences of people with dual sensory impairment attending rare syndrome clinics
(/research/activity/education/victar/research/deafblind-attending-rare-syndrome-clinics.aspx)
This research (2014 - 2015) looks at the experiences of deafblind people, as told to us in their own words, as they talk about attending specialist rare
syndrome clinics.
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McLinden, M and Edwards, C. (2011) Developing a culture of enquiry-based, independent learning in a research-led institution: Findings from a survey of pedagogic
practice International Journal for Academic Development., 16, 2, pp 147-162 DOI:
10.1080/1360144X.2011.568699 (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1360144X.2011.568699)
Thomas, G. (2011) A typology for the case study in social science following a review of definition, discourse and structure. Qualitative Inquiry, 17, 6, 511 – 521. DOI
10.1177/1077800411409884 (http://qix.sagepub.com/content/17/6/511)
Thomas, G. (2012) Stanley Fish and theory. In: G. Biesta, J. Allan and R. Edwards (eds) Making a difference in theory: The theory question in education and the
education question in theory. London: Routledge (in press).
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