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About
Susannah Smith is a Lecturer in Education in the School of Education. Susannah’s main teaching responsibility is on the PGDip Primary Education (PGCE Advanced)
General or Early Years programme where she co-ordinates and teaches the English element of the course. Before joining the University in 1996, Susannah taught for
seven years in primary schools in Birmingham and Northamptonshire. Her initial interest was in early years education and she completed her Master’s thesis on teaching
through play. Her doctoral thesis was on young successful boy readers.

Qualifications
PhD (Warwick)
MA (Warwick)
BEd (Hons) (Leeds)

Teaching
Susannah’s main teaching responsibility is on the PGDip Primary Education (PGCE Advanced) General or Early Years programme where she co-ordinates and teaches
the English element of the course. As well as University-based training, she also works with mentors and trainees in partnership schools.
In addition to this, Susannah teaches on the BA programme.

Postgraduate supervision
Susannah supervises students on the MEd (Teaching Studies), EdD, MPhil and PhD programmes.

Research
Susannah’s main research interest is the teaching and learning of English in the early years and primary school curriculum. Within this, her current areas of interest are:
How young children learn to read
Gender aspects of children’s reading
Successful boy readers
The links between reading and identity
Socio-cultural influences on children’s reading
Use of home language in the classroom
Children’s literature, particularly picture books
Multi-modal texts in English teaching
Encouraging children’s voices to be heard in research
Post-structural feminist discourse and methodologies

Other activities
Editorial board of The Journal of Reading, Writing and Literacy.
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