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About
Chris joined the University as a lecturer in Primary education and has since held the positions of Director of Studies for ITE and Head of Primary ITE. Her research
interests cover the area of special needs and management alongside the area of initial teacher training. She was part of the School of Education team responsible for the
DfES Transforming the School Workforce Pathfinder Evaluation Project and is particularly interested in the roles and responsibilities of SEN support staff. Her doctoral
thesis evaluated the role of the SENCO in primary schools. Chris has also supported the British University in Dubai in setting up their teacher training programme and is
currently undertaking joint research relating to children’s career aspirations.

Qualifications
Ed D SEN University of Birmingham
MA (Education) University of Coventry
Diploma – Counselling in Educational Settings
BA (Open University ) English / Education; B.Phil Ed. Difficulties in Learning (University of Birmingham )
Certificate in Education (QTS)

Biography
Before joining the University Chris held senior management positions in both secondary and primary schools in London and Birmingham. Her particular area of expertise
was in supporting children with SEN within mainstream schools. Chris also worked for a large Local Authority for five years in a DfES funded project as a project manager
undertaking research relating to school/community links in an area of social disadvantage.She then moved on to work in the area of CPD, firstly as a Director of a
Teachers’ Centre and then as a Curriculum Adviser for Primary schools.

Teaching
Chris’s current position as Deputy Head of Department involves strategic planning for the area of Initial Teacher Education alongside teaching on the Primary PGCE
programme and working in partnership with schools in the supervision of trainee teachers. She also teaches on the Med Teaching studies programme and supervises both
MEd and PHD students.
Chris has been awarded a University of Birmingham Teaching Fellowship for 2013/14 to advance her work with the development of international programmes.

Research
Christine's research interests are:
Leadership and management of SEN within mainstream school
International development
The roles and responsbilities of SEN support staff
The Teacher as professional/ Teacher Development
Gender roles within Teacher Education
Primary Education
Current research projects include a comparative examination of childrens’ career aspirations. Another project considers the teaching anfd learning experiences of
international students on ITE programmes.
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OFSTED inspector
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