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About
Gary Thomas took up the post of chair in education at Birmingham in 2005. Before university teaching, he worked as a teacher and as an educational psychologist. In
higher education – at the University of Leeds, at Oxford Brookes University, UWE and University College London – his teaching and research have focused on inclusion,
special education, and research methodology in education.
Gary has received awards from the AHRC, the ESRC, the Nuffield Foundation, the Leverhulme Trust, the DfE, Barnardos, the Cadmean Trust, local authorities and a range
of other organisations. Most of his funded research has been on inclusive or special education, though his Leverhulme Research Fellowship was awarded to examine the
role of theory in education.
Gary Thomas has recently led an ESRC thematic seminar competition in the Teaching and Learning Research Programme on the assessment of quality in educational
research.
He was the founding co-editor of the International Journal of Research and Method in Education (http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/1743727x.asp) and he has
been a co-editor of the British Educational Research Journal (http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/carfax/01411926.html) . He is currently executive editor of Educational
Review (http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cedr20/current#.UdxwwhRwZDx) .
His latest book is entitled Education: A Very Short Introduction (http://global.oup.com/uk/academic/series/vsi/vsiguides/education/)

Qualifications
PhD
MEd (Ed Psych)
CPsychol
PGCE
BA (Hons) Psychology

Teaching
His teaching is in his areas of interest and is principally focused in research degree supervision. Gary Thomas also teaches two modules in the UG programme (Special
Educational Needs and Introduction to Psychology) and contributes to the MA in Social Research.
Thomas, G. (2009) How to do your research project: a guide for students in education and applied social sciences (2nd edition).
(http://www.uk.sagepub.com/books/Book239551?productType=Books&subject=P00&sortBy=defaultPubDate%20desc&fs=1) London: SAGE

Postgraduate supervision
Doctoral candidates
Sonja Casha, Special needs and FE in Europe
John Kirkman, Understandings of science
Michael Nugent, Laughter and inclusion
Raj Pahill, Positive psychology and education
Clare Rawdin, Well-being and the curriculum
Sarah Wall, Effective schools
Former students
Jeanette Nelson, ESRC 1+3 scholarship student. Home schooling

Research
His recent research and scholarship have centred on inclusive education, on the work of additional personnel in schools and research methodology in education, with a
particular focus on the epistemology of special education.

Gary Thomas is currently ...
i) leading an AHRC funded research project entitled The changing nature of 'connectivity' within and between communities
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/education/connecting-communities/index.aspx) . A link to the project blog may be found here
http://connectedcomms.wordpress.com/ (http://connectedcomms.wordpress.com/)
ii) a co-investigator on the Sense-funded project (PI Liz Hodges) The experiences of diagnosis for people with Usher syndrome
(/research/activity/education/projects/usher-syndrome.aspx)
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