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About
Linda has a background of experience as a teacher of the deaf and educational audiologist and her research and teaching are rooted in this experience. She is particularly
interested in the early language and literacy development of young deaf children and how this can be enhanced by the use of cochlear implants and/or digital hearing aids.
She has a collaboration with the University of Melbourne where colleagues share these specialist research interests.
The School of Education has the largest course for providing training for teachers who wish to gain the mandatory qualification to teach deaf children, and Linda is
programme co-ordinator.
Linda brings to all her roles skills gained from training as a counsellor and she is interested in the role of role of supervision of educational psychologists and teachers of
pupils with special needs.
Linda Watson is also editor of Deafness and Education International, the journal of the British Association of Teachers of the Deaf and the Australian Association of
Teachers of the Deaf and she can be seen here, giving an overview of the diverse and multidisciplinary topics covered by the journal (Copyright Maney Publishing)

Qualifications
PhD (Manchester)
MA (Oxford Brookes)
Diploma in Audiology (Manchester)
BA (Hull); Certificate for Teachers of the Deaf (Manchester)

Teaching
Linda Watson is a member of Department for Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN), which comprises a large group of academics that is recognised for its
excellence in researching and teaching in both general and specific areas of disability and special needs and educational psychology. In this role she supports the
department and its members in the strategic development of teaching and research related to disability, special needs and educational psychology.
She is joint programme co-ordinator for courses in deaf education that lead to the mandatory qualification as a teacher of the deaf. She contributes sessions related to
deafness to other programmes at different levels, including training of educational psychologists.

Postgraduate supervision
She supervises 13 research students who are researching a variety of topics in education, either as Mphil/PhD students or as part of the EDSEN strand of the EdD for
which she has responsibility.

Research
Linda's research interests are:
Language and literacy development of young deaf children
Role of parents of deaf children in supporting their child’s language and literacy development
Use of cochlear implants and digital hearing aids to aid the development of deaf children’s spoken language

Quality of training of teachers of deaf pupils
Funded research:
Universitas 21 award Early intervention to support the language and literacy development of deaf children – insights from work at the University of Birmingham and
the University of Melbourne
ESRC award RES-000-22-0968 Deaf Children’s Literacy at Home: Implications for Early Intervention, in collaboration with Dr Ruth Swanwick, University of Leeds.
Children’s communication mode five years after cochlear implantation, in collaboration with The Ear Foundation. Funded by NDCS.
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