University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx) .

Latest news
Fiona Nunan co-author of new Climate Compatible Development article (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2015/04/fiona-nunan-climate-compatible-development-article.aspx)
New article in the Journal of Environmental Management demonstrates the economic benefit of a climate compatible development future for mangrove
forests in Kenya.
Friday 24th April 2015

Blog: Deaths in the Mediterranean are a direct result of ongoing crisis in north Africa
(https://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2015/04/22/deaths-in-the-mediterranean-are-a-direct-result-of-ongoing-crisis-in-north-africa/)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson, a political economist working predominantly on conflict and post-conflict reconstruction. A core area of interest is
decentralisation and governance and it was his extensive experience in Sierra Leone immediately following the war that led him into the area of conflict
analysis and security sector reform.
Friday 24th April 2015

Deaths in the Mediterranean are a direct result of ongoing crisis in north Africa (http://theconversation.com/four-years-after-west-bombedgaddafi-chaos-rules-in-libya-40492)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson. The rapid escalation this year in the numbers of people drowned as they flee in leaky boats across the
Mediterranean is a direct consequence of the conflict in Iraq, Syria and north Africa, specifically Libya – where the implications of the Western
intervention are playing out in the deaths of thousands, whether from the violence itself or as they try desperately to escape to safety.
Tuesday 21st April 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Research and risk-aversion in conflict-affected societies (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2015/04/research-and-risk-aversion-in-conflict-affected-societies.aspx)
Speaker: Dr Suda Perera, Developmental Leadership Program. This seminar discusses the political and physical constraints affecting research within
conflict-affected environments, and the growing trend towards remotely gathered data, through an autoethnography of research on armed group dynamics
in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
Monday 20th April 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Policy integration and synergies between climate change mitigation and adaptation in forest and agriculture
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/04/climate-change.aspx)
Speaker: Dr Monica Di Gregorio, University of Leeds. This study assesses the level of policy integration of climate change mitigation and adaptation in
the forestry and agricultural sectors in Brazil and Indonesia, and explores barriers and opportunities to address trade-offs and achieve mutual benefits.
Tuesday 14th April 2015

Blog: Authoritarianism and the securitization of development in Africa (https://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2015/04/01/authoritarianismand-the-securitization-of-development-in-africa/)
Written by Jonathan Fisher, lecturer in IDD. Jonathan Fisher and David M. Anderson published the article: Authoritarianism and the securitization of
development in Africa this January, 2015. We asked Jonathan what drives his research interest in this field and to address some of the issues captured
in the article.
Thursday 2nd April 2015

Ghana's democracy is driving great progress in health and education (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/mar/18/ghanademocracy-progress-health-education)
Written by Alina Rocha Menocal, a senior research fellow at the Developmental Leadership Program. Despite weaknesses in accountability, Ghana's
newly established political system has overseen dramatic improvements in basic services.
Thursday 19th March 2015

He's back – but the power struggle around Vladimir Putin continues behind the scenes (http://theconversation.com/hes-back-but-thepower-struggle-around-vladimir-putin-continues-behind-the-scenes-38868)
Written by Dr Adrian Campbell. The apparent disappearance of Russian president Vladimir Putin between March 5 and 16 provoked a festival of
Kremlinological speculation on a scale not seen since the temporary ousting of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in the abortive coup of 1991.
Thursday 19th March 2015

News from the GSDRC (/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/news-gsdrc.aspx)
The Governance and Social Development Resource Centre's (GSDRC) new series of Professional Development Reading Packs provides thoughtprovoking introductions to key issues by international experts.
Monday 16th March 2015

DLP Annual Conference 2015: The Politics of Inequality (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2015/03/dlp-conference-the-politics-of-inequality.aspx)
On Thursday 12 February 2015, the Developmental Leadership Program (DLP) held its 2015 Annual Conference on the theme of the politics of inequality,
at the University of Birmingham.
Monday 16th March 2015

Students gain experience through conflict simulation (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2015/03/students-gain-experience-through-conflict-simulation.aspx)
In March 2015, IDD, in collaboration with Responding to Conflict – a Birmingham-based NGO working on conflict resolution – ran a full day conflict
simulation for the students of the module Conflict, Humanitarian Aid and Social Reconstruction.
Monday 16th March 2015

Alumnus appointed to the post of Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, UN DESA (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/alumnus-appointed-assistant-secretary-general-for-economicdevelopment.aspx)
We were delighted by the news in November that United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appointed alumnus Dr Lenni Montiel to the post of
Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development in the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.
Monday 16th March 2015

IDD's researchers in 'the field' (/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/idds-researchers-inthe-field.aspx)
Academics from IDD are continuing to conduct important research across the globe. Current research focuses on Maoist combatant's transition to
becoming civilians or soldiers in Nepal and mapping the personal networks of people working in the fisheries of Lake Victoria to investigate which
personal relations influence fishing behaviour and knowledge.
Monday 16th March 2015

New book by Dr Fiona Nunan (/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/understanding-povertyand-the-environment.aspx)
Dr Fiona Nunan's 'Understanding Poverty and the Environment: Analytical Frameworks and Approaches' has just been published by Routledge and is a
must-read for students and scholars of environment and development.
Friday 13th March 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Succeeding to failure: Hybrid organizations and institutional complexity (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/hybrid-organizations-and-institutional-complexity.aspx)
Speaker: Professor Royston Greenwood, University of Alberta.
Friday 6th March 2015

New book on Paying Bribes for Public Services (http://www.dlprog.org/news/new-book-on-paying-bribes-for-public-services.php)
Extensive survey data based on interviews with 250,000 people in 119 countries underpin a new book on public service corruption co-authored by DLP
research fellow Caryn Peiffer.
Friday 6th March 2015

Training on fragility, statebuilding and peacebuilding (http://www.dlprog.org/news/training-on-fragility-statebuilding-and-peacebuilding.php)
Senior DLP Research Fellow Alina Rocha Menocal leads a day of training on fragility, statebuilding and peacebuilding at the Swisspeace Academy in
Basel this week. This is part of swisspeace's Certificate of Advanced Studies in Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding.
Friday 6th March 2015

In death, Boris Nemtsov embodies the hope of a better Russia (http://theconversation.com/in-death-boris-nemtsov-embodies-the-hope-ofa-better-russia-38242)
Written by Dr Adrian Campbell. For Russia to make peace with its troubled post-Communist history, it needs a 1990s hero to remember. Boris Nemtsov
could be just that.
Monday 2nd March 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Corporate influence on institutional development in an emerging economy: The case of China
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/02/corporate-influence-on-institutional-development-inan-emerging-economy-china.aspx)
Speaker: Professor John Child, Birmingham Business School, University of Birmingham. This seminar examines the role of large corporations in shaping
institutional development, with particular reference to China. Although institutions are potentially powerful actors in the Chinese business environment,
reflecting considerable control by government and Party, there has been scope for non-Chinese corporations to influence the development of their
regulations and policies.
Friday 27th February 2015

New World Development article by Fiona Nunan (/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/02/newworld-development-article.aspx)
Newly published article in World Development examines how different types of institutions impact on the co-management of fisheries, drawing on
research on inland fisheries in East Africa and Malawi.
Thursday 26th February 2015
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