University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx) .

Latest news
IDD Guest seminar podcast: From the inside: A development academic's reflections on three years at the World Bank
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2014/12/development-academics-reflections-world-bank.aspx)
Speaker: Willy McCourt, Senior Public Sector Specialist, The World Bank.
Thursday 11th December 2014

Podcast: Ethics in Syria: Analysing the International Response (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/12/ethics-in-syria.aspx)
The Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security, in conjunction with the Centre for Global Ethics, organised this timely panel discussion of the
ongoing crisis in Syria. Leading academics and human rights activists convened a panel to discuss the ethics of responding to the crisis in Syria.
Tuesday 9th December 2014

Mo Ibrahim Foundation MSc scholarship in Governance and State-building 2015 (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/mo-ibrahim-foundation-msc-scholarship.aspx)
The International Development Department is pleased to announce an exciting opportunity to undertake the MSc in Governance and State-building,
followed by a six-month internship at IDD and six months with the Mo Ibrahim Foundation in London with a full scholarship. Applicants must have the
equivalent of a first class UK bachelors degree and be African nationals domiciled (or permanent residents) in an African country. Preference will be
given to scholarship candidates living in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Monday 8th December 2014

FIFA offers a surprise lesson on how to reform post-conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina (http://theconversation.com/fifa-offers-a-surpriselesson-on-how-to-reform-post-conflict-bosnia-and-herzegovina-34633)
Written by Dr Laurence Cooley. Bosnia and Herzegovina recently held its seventh general election since the end of the 1992-1995 war – a conflict that
left more than 100,000 dead. On the face of it, the obvious victors of these elections appear to be the country's dominant nationalist parties, which have
held power for almost two decades.
Friday 5th December 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Using aid as a sanctioning device: The case of budget support suspensions? (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2014/12/using-aid-as-a-sanctioning-device.aspx)
Speaker: Dr Nadia Molenaers, Institute of Development Policy and Management, University of Antwerp.
Friday 5th December 2014

ESRC PhD studentships (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/12/esrc-phd-studentships.aspx)
The School of Government and Society invites applications for fully-funded ESRC studentships for postgraduate research beginning in September 2015.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

Course on corruption from the grassroots (http://www.dlprog.org/news/course-on-corruption-from-the-grassroots.php)
DLP Research Fellow Dr Caryn Peiffer is lecturing at the ninth Afrobarometer / Centre for Social Science Research Summer School at the University of
Cape Town, South Africa, which runs from 17 November - 12 December 2014.
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Podcast: Reflections On UK Africa Relations by Mark Simmonds MP (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/reflections-on-uk-africa-relations.aspx)
This event entitled 'Reflections on UK Africa relations', covered Mark Simmonds time in office as well as his thoughts on the future of UK Africa relations
in arenas including development, security and trade. The event was organised by the BISA Africa and International Studies Working Group, of which Dr
Danielle Beswick is co-convenor, as part of a series of events around the UK during 2014 on 'Britain and Africa after 50.'
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Parliamentary strengthening: fix the car, or worry about the driver? (http://www.dlprog.org/news/parliamentary-strengthening-fix-the-car-orworry-about-the-driver.php)
In a guest post on Duncan Green's From Poverty to Power blog, DLP Senior Research Fellow Alina Rocha Menocal revisits the evidence on
parliamentary strengthening that she and former colleague Tam O'Neill of ODI presented in mid-November 2014 to the UK's International Development
Select Committee (IDC).
Monday 24th November 2014

Blog: Ebola - where are the governments? (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/11/21/ebola-where-are-the-governments/)
Written by Dr Andrew Nickson. The terrible Ebola tragedy has spawned massive coverage in the world's media of Sierra Leone and Liberia – with
harrowing images of victims, relatives, health workers, doctors, and aid agency staff. Yet one key 'stakeholder' in the fight against Ebola has been
notably missing from this coverage – the government of both countries. Most of us would be hard pressed to name the presidents of either country* as
they have been almost invisible, and the same goes for their respective health ministers.
Friday 21st November 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: The Green State in Africa: Environmental politics, climate change and social movements
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2014/11/green-state-in-africa.aspx)
Speaker: Carl Death, University of Manchester.
Thursday 20th November 2014

Call for papers: DLP conference on the politics of inequality (http://www.dlprog.org/news/call-for-papers-dlp-conference-on-the-politics-ofinequality.php)
The 2015 Developmental Leadership Program Annual Conference will bring together the latest thinking on the politics of inequality.
Monday 17th November 2014

Creating tomorrow's leading social scientists (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/dr-fees/ESRC-research-council.aspx)
The Birmingham Doctoral Training Centre is one of only 21 across the UK to be accredited by the ESRC. It has 22 ESRC scholarships to fund doctoral
research starting in 2015.
Monday 17th November 2014

Fixing aid: we can't turn off the tap at the first sign of corruption (http://theconversation.com/fixing-aid-we-cant-turn-off-the-tap-at-the-firstsign-of-corruption-33769)
Written by Dr Heather Marquette. Over the past 15 years, those working in aid have changed the way they talk about corruption. Detecting and
measuring corruption when money is sent overseas has become a hot topic since the United Nations...
Tuesday 11th November 2014

Researchers contribute to Guardian debate on fragile states (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/researchers-contribute-to-guardian-debate-on-fragile-states.aspx)
IDD's Siân Herbert and Suda Perera were among the expert panellists for a live Q&A on approaches to development in conflict-affected states on The
Guardian Development Professionals Network website.
Monday 10th November 2014

Podcast: Corporate Social Responsibility in Developing Countries Lecture (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/corporate-social-responsibility-in-developing-countries.aspx)
Speaker: Ms. Donna Guest, Senior Advisor on Southeast Asia at Institute for Human Rights and Business
Friday 7th November 2014

Was UK aid watchdog right to accuse DfID of failing to tackle corruption? (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/povertymatters/2014/nov/05/aid-watchdog-right-accuse-dfid-corruption)
Three academics give their thoughts on the Icai report, which said Britain is failing to address corruption in the countries it gives aid to. But what do you
think? Written by Heather Marquette, Richard Mallett and Mick Moore.
Wednesday 5th November 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Researching change and continuity in rural Ethiopia: 20 villages over 20 years – the WIDE research project
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2014/10/ethiopia.aspx)
Speaker: Catherine Dom, Mokoro Ltd, WIDE Research Team.
Tuesday 28th October 2014

Blog: The Boko Haram ceasefire and violence in Nigeria (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/10/23/the-boko-haram-ceasefire-andviolence-in-nigeria/)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson. Amongst the violent international groups vying for our attention, Boko Haram in Nigeria has been one of the most
persistent. Boko Haram declared an Islamic caliphate in Gwoza, along the Cameroon border, in August 2014, and the group has been raiding several
cities across the north.
Friday 24th October 2014

International Development Forum, Autumn 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/events/2014/international-development-forum/index.aspx)
The International Development Forum is an initiative funded by the University of Birmingham Educational Enhancement Fund to provide an introduction to
international development to students from across the University, at any level of study.
Tuesday 14th October 2014
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