University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx) .

Latest news
Podcast: Reflections On UK Africa Relations by Mark Simmonds MP (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/reflections-on-uk-africa-relations.aspx)
This event entitled 'Reflections on UK Africa relations', covered Mark Simmonds time in office as well as his thoughts on the future of UK Africa relations
in arenas including development, security and trade. The event was organised by the BISA Africa and International Studies Working Group, of which Dr
Danielle Beswick is co-convenor, as part of a series of events around the UK during 2014 on 'Britain and Africa after 50.'
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Blog: Ebola - where are the governments? (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/11/21/ebola-where-are-the-governments/)
Written by Dr Andrew Nickson. The terrible Ebola tragedy has spawned massive coverage in the world's media of Sierra Leone and Liberia – with
harrowing images of victims, relatives, health workers, doctors, and aid agency staff. Yet one key 'stakeholder' in the fight against Ebola has been
notably missing from this coverage – the government of both countries. Most of us would be hard pressed to name the presidents of either country* as
they have been almost invisible, and the same goes for their respective health ministers.
Friday 21st November 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: The Green State in Africa: Environmental politics, climate change and social movements
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2014/11/green-state-in-africa.aspx)
Speaker: Carl Death, University of Manchester.
Thursday 20th November 2014

Call for papers: DLP conference on the politics of inequality (http://www.dlprog.org/news/call-for-papers-dlp-conference-on-the-politics-ofinequality.php)
The 2015 Developmental Leadership Program Annual Conference will bring together the latest thinking on the politics of inequality.
Monday 17th November 2014

Creating tomorrow's leading social scientists (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/dr-fees/ESRC-research-council.aspx)
The Birmingham Doctoral Training Centre is one of only 21 across the UK to be accredited by the ESRC. It has 22 ESRC scholarships to fund doctoral
research starting in 2015.
Monday 17th November 2014

Fixing aid: we can't turn off the tap at the first sign of corruption (http://theconversation.com/fixing-aid-we-cant-turn-off-the-tap-at-the-firstsign-of-corruption-33769)
Written by Dr Heather Marquette. Over the past 15 years, those working in aid have changed the way they talk about corruption. Detecting and
measuring corruption when money is sent overseas has become a hot topic since the United Nations...
Tuesday 11th November 2014

Researchers contribute to Guardian debate on fragile states (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/researchers-contribute-to-guardian-debate-on-fragile-states.aspx)
IDD's Siân Herbert and Suda Perera were among the expert panellists for a live Q&A on approaches to development in conflict-affected states on The
Guardian Development Professionals Network website.
Monday 10th November 2014

Podcast: Corporate Social Responsibility in Developing Countries Lecture (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/corporate-social-responsibility-in-developing-countries.aspx)
Speaker: Ms. Donna Guest, Senior Advisor on Southeast Asia at Institute for Human Rights and Business
Friday 7th November 2014

Was UK aid watchdog right to accuse DfID of failing to tackle corruption? (http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/povertymatters/2014/nov/05/aid-watchdog-right-accuse-dfid-corruption)
Three academics give their thoughts on the Icai report, which said Britain is failing to address corruption in the countries it gives aid to. But what do you
think? Written by Heather Marquette, Richard Mallett and Mick Moore.
Wednesday 5th November 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Researching change and continuity in rural Ethiopia: 20 villages over 20 years – the WIDE research project
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2014/10/ethiopia.aspx)
Speaker: Catherine Dom, Mokoro Ltd, WIDE Research Team.
Tuesday 28th October 2014

Blog: The Boko Haram ceasefire and violence in Nigeria (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/10/23/the-boko-haram-ceasefire-andviolence-in-nigeria/)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson. Amongst the violent international groups vying for our attention, Boko Haram in Nigeria has been one of the most
persistent. Boko Haram declared an Islamic caliphate in Gwoza, along the Cameroon border, in August 2014, and the group has been raiding several
cities across the north.
Friday 24th October 2014

International Development Forum, Autumn 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/events/2014/international-development-forum/index.aspx)
The International Development Forum is an initiative funded by the University of Birmingham Educational Enhancement Fund to provide an introduction to
international development to students from across the University, at any level of study.
Tuesday 14th October 2014

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Hearing Local Voices in Peacebuilding (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/10/hearing-local-voices-peacebuilding.aspx)
Speaker: Dr David Roberts, Loughborough University.
Friday 10th October 2014

Undergraduate Open Day - Saturday 18 October 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/events/visit-openday.aspx)
Our Undergraduate Open Days offer you the perfect opportunity to hear first-hand from our current undergraduates and teaching staff about living and
learning at Birmingham.
Tuesday 7th October 2014

IDD Guest Seminar Series 2014-15 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/events/guest-seminar-series/2014-15/index.aspx)
The International Development Department hosts a number of seminars throughout the autumn term which focuses on a number of different topics. The
seminars are open to everyone. Listen to the latest podcasts from our recent events.
Friday 26th September 2014

Postgraduate Open Day - Wednesday 03 December 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/events/visit-openday.aspx)
The postgraduate open day gives you the opportunity to talk to our experts and find out more about the wide portfolio of taught and research
opportunities available to you at the University of Birmingham. Whatever stage you are at with your career, a visit to the open day will clarify your options
and help you plan your next step.
Tuesday 23rd September 2014

The staff at the School of Government and Society look forward to meeting all new students for the start of the 2014/15 academic year. All the
information you'll need for starting at the University of Birmingham can be found on our Welcome homepage.
Friday 12th September 2014

Student Enhancement Fund profiles 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/funding/student-enhancementfund.aspx)
Find out how our undergraduate and postgraduate students have used the School of Government and Society student enhancement fund throughout
2013/14 and read about their experiences.
Thursday 4th September 2014

Tomislav Korman, SIPRI International Development Conference, Stockholm (March 2014)
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/teaching/student-profiles/postgraduate/idd/2013-14/tomislav-korman-sereport.aspx)
Tomislav Korman, a Masters student in Public Administration in the International Development Department of the School of Government and Society,
attended the 2014 Stockholm Forum on Security and Development, organized by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) and the
Swedish Minister for International Development Cooperation.
Thursday 4th September 2014

Forgotten South Sudan tangled in factionalism and failed politics (http://theconversation.com/forgotten-south-sudan-tangled-infactionalism-and-failed-politics-30994)
Written by Dr Jonathan Fisher. Largely knocked out of the news by the crises in Ukraine, Iraq, Syria and Gaza (to name a few), a civil war has
nonetheless devastated South Sudan since December 2013. It has left thousands dead, and more than a million have been internally displaced or forced
into refugee camps.
Wednesday 3rd September 2014
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