We use cookies to ensure that we deliver the best user experience of our website. If you would like to, you can change your cookie settings at

University of Birmingham

any time.

Continue

News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/local-government-studies/events/index.aspx) from
around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Blog: Gerrymandering in Northern Ireland local government? Surely not. (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/05/07/gerrymandering-innorthern-ireland/)
Written by Chris Game. It seemed obvious from the outset that Gerry Adams' arrest in connection with the 1972 murder of Jean McConville was a momentous event with
potentially massive implications: long-term, short-term, north and south of the border. So I was slightly surprised the following morning to hear a Sinn Fein spokesperson,
protesting about the timing of the arrest, highlight its impact specifically on the Northern Ireland local elections.
Thursday 8th May 2014

Blog: Public data: saleable asset or national resource? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/04/30/public-data/)
Written by Tom Barrance. Recent announcements by two government agencies, the HMRC and the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC),
regarding the sale of information has thrown a spotlight upon government information and the attendant debates of privacy verses exploitation. What is
the ownership of information collected by the state? Held in trust for the citizen, or seen as assets like 3/4G mobile phone licences to be sold by
government to the highest bidder? Or should all government data be treated as open data that is made freely available to all?
Wednesday 30th April 2014

Blog: The 2014 local elections – a preview (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/04/28/the-2014-local-elections-a-preview/)
Written by Chris Game. Two EU countries this May will hold local elections that coincide with their European parliamentary elections: Greece and
ourselves. On Sunday 25 May Greeks vote in the second, 'run-off' round of elections to all their 13 regions and 325 municipalities. England, though
nearly five times as populous as Greece, also has 325 lower-tier and unitary authorities. We, however, will elect mostly only fractions of fewer than half
of our councils, yet still it takes seven lines of a table to summarise the 161 authorities whose voters on Thursday 22 May will probably have both a local
and Euro vote. We bemoan our disappointing local turnouts, but we don't make the system exactly voter-friendly.
Tuesday 29th April 2014

INLOGOV briefing paper: The 2014 local elections – a preview (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-socialsciences/government-society/inlogov/briefing-papers/2014/2014-local-elections.pdf)
By Chris Game. This year's English local elections have been postponed to Thursday 22nd May to coincide with those to the European Parliament. There are all-out
elections in the London boroughs, elections by thirds in the metropolitan boroughs, and a mixture of the two in some unitaries and shire districts. This preview will lead you
through this potential confusion, and also provide a guide to those councils most likely to change political control.
Monday 14th April 2014

Blog: The Great NHS Robbery - and the great fraud headline con (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/04/01/great-nhs-robbery/)
Written by Chris Game. Some social phenomena are exceptionally tricky to measure: the black economy, white-collar crime, illegal immigration. So
when someone claims to have done so, no matter how flaky their findings, they attract huge, and largely uncritical, media attention. Like last week's
excitement about the scale of NHS fraud.
Tuesday 1st April 2014

Blog: Why do some PPPs fail to meet objectives? Evidence from Ireland (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/31/ppps-objectives-ireland/)
Written by Eoin Reeves. Governments around the world are seeking new ways of meeting the challenges of renewing and providing new infrastructure.
Factors such as disenchantment with traditional procurement methods and increasing pressures on public finances (intensified by the global economics
crisis) have encouraged governments to look to public-private partnerships (PPP) for the purpose of meeting these challenges.
Monday 31st March 2014

Blog: Councillors and their disappearing pensions (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/27/councillors-pensions/)
Written by Chris Game. There's no doubt about the domestic conversation topic of the past week: pension pots. Which for many councillors, following a
budget with little good news for local government – unless you're a pothole hoping for a makeover under the Chancellor's 'potholes challenge fund' – must
have felt like being kicked when already down.
Thursday 27th March 2014

Blog: Rebalancing Britain (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/24/rebalancing-britain/)
The Scottish referendum campaign is having an interesting knock-on impact on English political debate. The position and dominance of London – the
place Scots most dislike about the United Kingdom in its present form – is being looked at more critically. There have been a couple of think tank
reports recently, but the debate has moved quite a way beyond the narrow audiences that these reports usually attract. That in itself is a reflection of the
way the ground is shifting.
Monday 24th March 2014

Blog: The impact agenda and political agency (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/21/impact-agenda-agency/)
Written by Matthew Wood. Why should we, as political scientists, 'bother' with impact? My answer is that as social actors we cannot avoid 'impacting'

on society in one way or another, just like any other profession. The question is how we should choose to influence society. As British political
scientists our choices are, thankfully, quite broad.
Friday 21st March 2014

Blog: Reclaiming the impact agenda: making impact work for you (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/20/reclaiming-the-impact-agenda/)
Written by Helen Louise Turton. When encountering the 'impact agenda' the ease of engagement is often dependent upon your discipline and/or the type
of research being conducted. Certain forms of research don't lend themselves to be easily compatible with the requirements of the impact agenda as it is
currently defined.
Thursday 20th March 2014

Blog: The French local elections – and a quiet revolution? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/19/french-local-elections/)
Written by Chris Game. This Sunday, March 23, the French will be voting in their local / municipal elections, an occasion about as different from our
forthcoming local elections on May 22 as it's possible to be.
Thursday 20th March 2014

Blog: Three problems with the impact agenda (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/19/three-problems-with-impact/)
Written by Katherine Tonkiss. In a recent post for the LSE Impact of Social Sciences Blog, I argued with Catherine Durose that while the idea of
delivering policy relevant research is positive, too often our claims to relevance do not deliver genuine impact.
Wednesday 19th March 2014

Blog: Embarking on impact: why do it and what to consider (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/18/embarking-on-impact/)
Written by Katharine Dommett. The impact agenda has emerged as a prominent component of academic life. Over the last few years alongside the
pressures of writing, teaching and administration scholars have been encouraged (if not expected) to conduct impact and public engagement activities.
Tuesday 18th March 2014

Blog: Sustainable construction and local authorities: a failed experiment (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/17/sustainable-constructionand-local-authorities-a-failed-experiment/)
Written by Max Lempriere. Sustainable housing policy is a hot-topic at the minute. The autonomy that local authorities have had from central
government since 2007 to require local energy efficiency and sustainable construction that supersede those in national building regulations is set to be
revoked.
Monday 17th March 2014

Win:Win network: empowering women in leadership - 26 March 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/governmentsociety/events/2014/winwin-network.aspx)
We are delighted to announce that Norma Jarboe OBE, Director of Women Count and author of a recent report on gender and leadership in higher
education will be joining us on 26 March 2014 to discuss her work and the potential benefits for colleagues. The Win:Win network offers a space
primarily for academic women at the University of Birmingham to come together, share experiences, develop reciprocal support and facilitate action on
issues of gender, diversity, employment, career development and leadership.
Tuesday 11th March 2014

Cooperation in the Contemporary World: University of Birmingham unveils latest MOOC (/schools/government-society/news/schoolwide/2014/03/cooperation-contemporary-world-mooc.aspx)
Experts from the the School of Government and Society including the International Development Department, Department of Political Science and
International Studies and the Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security at the University of Birmingham have introduced a free, open online course
today offering a taste of higher education to learners worldwide. Registration is now live for this online course which is scheduled to start in May 2014.
Monday 10th March 2014

Blog: The Political Colour of an English Parliament (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/07/the-political-colour-of-an-english-parliament/)
Written by Chris Game. One of the closing questions put to Professor Eastwood following his recent Distinguished Lecture on The British State: Past,
Present and Future concerned the place, if any, of an English Parliament in the kind of future federal or quasi-federal Britain about which the lecture had
speculated.
Friday 7th March 2014

IRiS Podcast: Conviviality, Encounter, Diversity, Migration: But Where Did Race Go? (/schools/government-society/news/schoolwide/2014/03/conviviality-encounter-diversity-migration.aspx)
Speaker: Sarah Neal, University of Surrey. Migration, Citizenship and Diversity: Questioning the Boundaries Seminar Series.
Friday 7th March 2014

Professor Henry Maddick (/schools/government-society/departments/local-government-studies/news/2014/03/professor-henrymaddick.aspx)
Henry Maddick, the founder of INLOGOV died at the age of 98 on the 27th of January, after a lifetime of achievement.
Friday 7th March 2014

Blog: Migration, citizenship and diversity: questioning the boundaries (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/03/06/migration-citizenship-anddiversity-questioning-the-boundaries/)
Written by Dr Katherine Tonkiss and Dr Nando Sigona. In recent decades, a significant transformation in the meanings, practices and experiences of
membership in contemporary Western democracies has taken place. These transformations have challenged traditional conceptions of state
membership which have typically assumed the existence of a nation-state, with a burgeoning line of scholarship challenging the significance of the
nation-state in determining membership and endowing rights. This literature argues that recent trends in globalisation, human rights and multiculturalism
have made state borders less important.
Thursday 6th March 2014
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