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News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/local-government-studies/events/index.aspx) from
around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Blog: Can local government govern in the digital age? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/29/local-government-digital-age/)
Written by Paul Hepburn. The digital age continues to bring policy challenges for local government. From harnessing 'big data' for the public good to
developing 'smart' cities the policy expectation is that local authorities will deliver appropriate governance without which, it is argued, urban life in the
21st century is likely to be rendered more complicated, fragmented , unequal and potentially dystopian through ad hoc technological fixes.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Blog: The theft of the open primary: can we pin it on Jeffrey Archer? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/24/jeffrey-archer/)
Written by Chris Game. It's rather late for a New Year's confession, but I need to get it off my conscience: I confess I read Jeffrey Archer books. I'm
advised it only ranks as a venial, rather than mortal, sin, and it's not an addiction; I don't buy hardbacks, or sneak them on to student reading lists.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Blog: Babies, bathwater and baths (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/27/babies-bathwater-and-baths/)
Written by Alan Dolg. It came as no surprise that the incoming Conservative government was quick to abolish the Standards Board for England after its
2010 election victory. Media comments and party policy briefs made it plain that the government had no time for what it perceived to be an over-zealous,
heavy-handed and centralised regulator that added little value to local government.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Blog: Health and wellbeing boards: a new type of partnership? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/28/health-and-wellbeing-boards/)
Written by Anna Coleman. A great deal rests on Health and Wellbeing Boards (HWBs), a new type of local partnership. These were established under
the Health and Social Care Act 2012, to act as a forum in which leaders from the local health and care system could work together to improve the health
and wellbeing of their local population and promote integrated services.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Blog: Crime on the high street goes missing (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/23/crime-on-the-high-street/)
Written by Professor John Raine. For almost two decades now the statistics for recorded crime in England and Wales have been falling. And even
though there has always been a difference, of some magnitude, between the numbers gathered through the British Crime Survey – a large-scale sample
of the public's experiences of crime victimisation - and the (persistently smaller) statistics compiled by the police, there has been broad agreement at
least in the downward trend.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Crime on the high street goes missing (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/01/crime-on-the-highstreet-goes-missing.aspx)
Written by Professor John Raine. For almost two decades now the statistics for recorded crime in England and Wales have been falling. And even
though there has always been a difference, of some magnitude, between the numbers gathered through the British Crime Survey – a large-scale sample
of the public's experiences of crime victimisation – and the (persistently smaller) statistics compiled by the police, there has been broad agreement at
least in the downward trend.
Wednesday 29th January 2014

Blog: Local democracy at the sharp end: diary from a Parish Council (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/22/local-democracy-at-the-sharpend/)
Written by Ian Briggs. It starts in the autumn of 2013. The Secretary of State knocks back the latest submission of the Core Strategy from the District
Council – more homes needed please. Suddenly, the Parish Council becomes inundated with requests for meetings from developers – the story here
being that this rural village has the postcode where houses change hands on the market the fastest for miles around, and for the highest possible price.
Wednesday 22nd January 2014

Blog: Reason, myth and migration (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/20/reason-myth-migration/)
Written by Phillip Cole. One of the dominant features of public debate about immigration in the United Kingdom is the absence of reason. Many political
commentators have begun to notice the reluctance of people to abandon basic myths about immigration, despite the prevalence of evidence that shows
those myths to be false.
Tuesday 21st January 2014

IRiS Podcast: Beyond Reason: The Philosophy and Politics of Immigration (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/01/beyondreason.aspx)
Speaker: Philip Cole, University of the West of England. Migration, Citizenship and Diversity: Questioning the Boundaries Seminar Series.
Tuesday 21st January 2014

Blog: The English question (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/17/the-english-question/)
Written by Martin Stott. It is worth contemplating the possibility of a scenario in which Scotland votes for independence in September and a new Government holds an
'in/out' referendum on the remainder of the UK's membership of the EU in 2017 – and the vote produces an 'out' result. Whether it is of the social democratic variety
espoused by the SNP in Scotland, or the populist nationalism of UKIP in England, nationalism is having a profound effect on British politics.
Friday 17th January 2014

Blog: Where have all the politics gone? On wildebeest, lions and other political animals (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/01/10/politicalanimals/)
Written by Catherine Staite. "One benefit of spending many days mass catering and washing up over Christmas has been the companionship of Radio 4
news programmes. Sadly, I now feel a bit like those women who decide on divorce just after Christmas. Prolonged exposure to political reporting has left
me feeling betrayed and irritated in equal measure."
Friday 10th January 2014

International Collaboration map (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/research/collaboration/index.aspx)
The College of Social Sciences is proud of its extensive links with universities and other strategic partners throughout the world. Through our network of
global partnerships, we engage in a wide range of activities including staff and student exchange and collaboration in research and teaching.
Thursday 19th December 2013

Doctoral Researchers Yearbook 2013 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/dr-yearbook-2013.pdf)
The Yearbook showcases the innovative and cutting edge work of the Doctoral Researchers in the Schools of Business, Education, Government and
Society and Social Policy. The quality of the research being undertaken within our Doctoral Research Community is outstanding and this Yearbook
highlights the impressive scope, depth and breadth of the research being undertaken.
Wednesday 18th December 2013

Video: International students at the University of Birmingham (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/governmentsociety/teaching/international-students.aspx)
International students from Indonesia, Brunei, Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia at the University of Birmingham talk about their time at Birmingham,
including their experiences living in a vibrant and multicultural UK city.
Tuesday 10th December 2013

Autumn Statement 2013 - Response (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/perspective/autumn-statement-2013-response.aspx)
We asked six leading academics for their response to the government's Autumn Statement and the likely impact it could have on everything from taxes
to local service provision, the high street to personal wealth.
Tuesday 10th December 2013

Autumn Statement 2013 - Expert Opinions (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/perspective/autumn-statement-2013.aspx)
We asked six leading academics for their expert opinions on this week's Autumn Statement and the likely impact it could have on everything from taxes
to local service provision, the high street to personal wealth.
Wednesday 4th December 2013

Listen to our latest podcasts (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/news/podcasts.aspx)
Listen to the latest podcasts from across the School of Government and Society. Podcasts include our Departmental termly seminar series, academic
research and current affairs.
Friday 22nd November 2013

Blog: Electoral reform: STV for local elections and first-time compulsory voting (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/stv-localelections/)
Written by Chris Game. Two research-based reports on electoral reform appeared almost simultaneously last week. Great for anoraks, but for a local
government blog a dilemma. Only one report directly concerns local government, and here, therefore, it properly leads off. But the second is – how to put
this – at least methodologically the more interesting and will receive the greater attention.

Friday 22nd November 2013

The Conversation: Hard Evidence: is it possible to forecast HS2's benefits? (http://theconversation.com/hard-evidence-is-it-possible-toforecast-hs2s-benefits-20164)
Written by Rebecca O'Neill, INLOGOV PhD researcher. The recent publication of the government's strategic case for HS2 has added to mounting
concerns about the strength and validity of evidence put forward to support the project. Previously, the business case report written by KPMG stated that
the high-speed rail link could benefit the UK by £15 billion a year – a claim made just days before a critical vote in parliament that secured further
funding.
Thursday 21st November 2013

ESRC grant success for Birmingham (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2013/11/esrc-success.aspx)
We are delighted to announce that the University of Birmingham has risen to third in the UK with Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) grant
success in terms of values of award according to the Times Higher statistics.
Wednesday 20th November 2013
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