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Latest alumni profiles
Sean Finch, BA International Relations with Political Science (2012) (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/alumni/profiles/finch-sean.aspx)
I would advise those looking to study in POLSIS to make the most of the broadness of the subject as it gives you so many options and
avenues to pursue your interests. Make the most of the specialisms of staff members and don't be apprehensive about asking them for
help. The department is really supportive and can help you achieve your degree goal.

Riona Mulherin, BA International Relations with Political Science (2012) (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/alumni/profiles/mulherin-riona.aspx)
Studying International Relations with Political Science gives a brilliant insight into how the world works; it shows you how politics, history,
geography, economics, ethics and law are all interconnected at an international level, and the course allows you to look in close detail at
all of these topics. I personally really enjoyed modules relating to economics and international development, and the great thing about
this course is that you are encouraged to follow these interests.

Nancy Gray, BA Political Science (2012) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/gray-nancy.aspx)
To those looking to study Political Science, I would definitely recommend attending all the different career events held by both the
department and the Politics Society; they are worth heading along to. Also, read the emails circulated, it is how I found this internship!

Video: Erik Fredrikson, MA International Relations (Terrorism and Political Violence) (2012) (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/alumni/profiles/fredrikson-erik.aspx)
Erik Fredrikson describes his experience of studying an MA International Relations (Terrorism and Political Violence) at the Department of Political Science
and International Studies, University of Birmingham during his recent graduation.

Video: Andrew Reid, MA Social and Political Theory (2012) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/reid-andrew.aspx)
Andrew Reid describes his experience of studying an MA Social and political Theory at the Department of Political Science and International Studies,
University of Birmingham during his recent graduation.

Video: Ingrid Doude van Troostwijk, MA Politics and Religion (2012) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/alumni/profiles/ingrid-doude-van-troostwijk.aspx)
Ingrid Doude van Troostwijk describes her experience of studying an MA in Politics and Religion at the Department of Political Science and International
Studies, University of Birmingham during her recent graduation.

Video: Kate Barry, BA Law with Politics (2001) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/barry-kate.aspx)
Just remember how much you've been given and how much you know and remember how difficult it was at the beginning for you to understand all those
weird concepts and the theories and political views and ideas and how you've managed to translate them and how that will help you in being a voice and an
advocate for other people because it's invaluable having people who can speak for other people because not everyone can do that.

Video: Adrian Bradley, BA Political Science (2003) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/bradley-adrian.aspx)

My main piece of advice is make the most of your time. What you get out of being at university, the degree is the hygiene factor that will make sure your
application is read but no more than that. What you get out of the university is all these experiences that you can have while you're here and the CV you can
build...

Video: Derek Lowe, BA Political Science (1976) and MA Social Science (1980) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/alumni/profiles/lowe-derek.aspx)
Get the most out of it when you're here and get the most out of it in terms of your course, make sure you engage with the teaching staff and get the most out
of your tutors and your friends, enjoy the social side of things but really focus on where you want your degree to lead to...

Video: Chris Richardson Wright, BA International Relations (2011) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/richardson-wright-chris.aspx)
The best thing for me was the opportunities that I got in my extra-curricular activities. I made full use of the opportunities available in the students union and I
really enjoyed all of the work I did in charity fundraising, volunteering and events management as well.

Raam Thakrar, BSocSco International Studies with Politics (1998) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/thakrar-raam.aspx)
Really think through what you want to do – and where career choice overlaps with intellectual interest and skills. And importantly the amount of money you
want to earn.

Elena Lynch, BA Sociology (2011) with International Study Year (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/lynch-elena.aspx)
What I found most beneficial about taking the course was the ability to study a wide range of issues that have, and arguably still do, affected our daily lives.
For example, I found the study of multiculturalism particularly interesting especially whilst living in as culturally diverse a city as Birmingham.

Charlotte Barnard, BA Sociology (2011) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/barnard-charlotte.aspx)
Sociology has developed my way of thinking. Before I used to look for answers that were matter of fact and obvious, but Sociology taught me to 'think
outside the box' and explore my own logical interpretations and challenge others.

Abi Gill, BA Sociology (2010) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/alumni/profiles/gill-abi.aspx)
The teaching quality is outstanding and staff go out of their way to support students throughout their degrees and also beyond with applications for jobs and
further study. Crucially, studying Sociology develops the transferable skills that graduate employers desire in their applicants and the fact that Birmingham is
a Redbrick has really advanced my career and further education options.

Veronika Fafienski, BA Sociology (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/fafienski-veronika.aspx)
Studying at The University of Birmingham has been such an exciting and rewarding experience. When I first arrived, I was instantly
captivated by the campus atmosphere. All the things you need as a freshly baked student – department, the library, student union and
all the friends you made along the way – were in one place. Of course everyone is unique but for my part I can say that at Birmingham I
have been able to set the foundations for both career and personal development.

Laura Greaves, BA Sociology (2010) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/greaves-laura.aspx)
The sociology programme was challenging especially when tackling the theoretical aspects of the course. However the broad choice in interesting and
relevant topics such as, Gender and Sexuality, and Family, kept the theoretical side of study contemporary and most importantly interesting.

Sundeep Johal, BA Sociology (2010) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/alumni/profiles/johalsundeep.aspx)
What made this programme stand out for me was the dedication of the lecturers which helped further strengthened my passion for the subject. The
knowledge and support I gained from lecturers was priceless and provided me with an ideal foundation for my chosen career: social work. This course is
ideal for anyone with the desire to question the taken-for-granted aspects of society and will be sure to challenge and stimulate the mind."

Rosie Jennings, BA Sociology (2010) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/alumni/profiles/jennings-rosie.aspx)
I found that the course gave you a lot of freedom to tailor your own learning. There were a lot of module options to choose from as well as the core subjects
in sociological theory. As a result the knowledge I got from the course was balanced and of interest to me personally.

Alessandro Capozzi, BA International Relations (2010) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/alumni/profiles/capozzi-alessandro.aspx)
"Birmingham is a hugely diverse university with students from every corner of the world with unbelievable experiences and different
motivations for coming to Birmingham."

Marie Houdart, MA International Studies (International Political Economy) 2010 (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/alumni/profiles/houdart-marie.aspx)
"The POLSIS has great modules and great teachers who are available and here to support you in your studies and the search of jobs afterwards. The
classes are very interesting and since we are not many, there is a great space left for debates."
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