We use cookies to ensure that we deliver the best user experience of our website. If you would like to, you can change your cookie settings at

University of Birmingham

any time.

Continue

News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/index.aspx) from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Contemporary Violence: Postmodern War in Kosovo and Chechnya Paperback version of book released (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/08/contemporary-violence-postmodern-war-kosovo-chechnya.aspx)
The monograph by Cerwyn Moore, Contemporary Violence: Postmodern War in Kosovo and Chechnya (Manchester: MUP, 2014), is released in
paperback.
Monday 18th August 2014

Blog: On Reporting the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/08/on-reporting-nagorno-karabakh-conflict.html)
Written by Dr Kamala Imranli-Lowe and Dr Galina Yemelianova. In early August 2014 the British media reported an escalation in the Armenia-Azerbaijan
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. This has brought the conflict, which has been less covered since the cease-fire of May 1994, back to the media's attention.
This blog is intended to shed some light on the role of the British, and the wider Western, media in shaping particular attitudes among the public, as well
as policy-makers involved in the negotiation process over this conflict.
Monday 18th August 2014

The Conversation: Is Boris Johnson a sop to the Tories' UKIP tendency? (http://theconversation.com/is-boris-johnson-a-sop-to-the-toriesukip-tendency-30279)
Written by Dr Peter Kerr. There is a certain section of the Conservative Party – and not necessarily a minority – which has a penchant for selfdestruction. This is the same section which takes its leadership cues from Nigel Farage rather than David Cameron; that section which has repeatedly
frustrated the latter's attempts to modernise the party, while steadfastly drawing the leadership back towards the types of agenda, on Europe and
immigration and so on, which proved so electorally damaging for the party throughout the noughties.
Monday 11th August 2014

The Conversation: Self-styled people's governor of Donetsk tells us: these areas have always been Russian
(http://theconversation.com/self-styled-peoples-governor-of-donetsk-tells-us-these-areas-have-always-been-russian-29708)
Written by Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University) and Professor Stefan Wolff.
There are two competing and irreconcilable narratives about the crisis in eastern Ukraine that divide public opinion and media coverage in the region and
the country – as much as they divide Russia and the West.
Thursday 7th August 2014

Podcast: ASPA Roundtable on US Political Science (/schools/government-society/departments/local-governmentstudies/news/2014/07/aspa-roundtable.aspx)
Roundtable with Professor Steven R. Smith, the American Political Science Association (APSA) Executive Director and a leading scholar on the nonprofit sector, 29 July 2014, Chaired by Professor Chris Skelcher, INLOGOV, University of Birmingham.
Friday 1st August 2014

Lack of trust and tit-for-tat escalation brings Ukraine to the brink of all-out war with Russia
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/perspective/ukraine-russia-conflict.aspx)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
renewed escalation of the Ukrainian crisis, following the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, shows no sign of abating. Fighting in the east
has continued both in and around the rebel stronghold of Donetsk and at the Russian-Ukrainian border where, according to reports, Russia has now
started shelling Ukrainian military positions.
Tuesday 29th July 2014

Podcast: Israel is the only state taking the drone threat seriously – Professor David Dunn
(http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/2014/07/17/podcast-israel-is-the-only-state-taking-the-drone-threat-seriously-professor-david-dunn/)
Professor David Dunn talks to The Bureau of Invesigative Journalism on a recent podcast saying that the biggest threat of drone technology is its
potential use by terrorists and other non-state actors with "malign intent".
Monday 28th July 2014

The Conversation: Lack of trust and tit-for-tat escalation brings Ukraine to the brink of all-out war with Russia
(http://theconversation.com/lack-of-trust-and-tit-for-tat-escalation-brings-ukraine-to-the-brink-of-all-out-war-with-russia-29707)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
renewed escalation of the Ukrainian crisis, following the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, shows no sign of abating. Fighting in the east
has continued both in and around the rebel stronghold of Donetsk and at the Russian-Ukrainian border where, according to reports, Russia has now

started shelling Ukrainian military positions.
Monday 28th July 2014

Blog: Predictably Unpredictable: The 2014 parliamentary elections in Slovenia (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/07/predictablyunpredictable-2014.html)
Written by Dr Alenka Krašovec, University of Ljubljana and Dr Tim Haughton, University of Birmingham. Parliamentary elections and party politics in
Slovenia are becoming predictable in their unpredictability. For the first two decades of the country's independence party politics was largely stable.
True, in the second decade the once mighty force of Slovene politics, Liberal Democracy, saw its support drop, the Social Democrats emerged as a
powerful force, but only really for one election in 2008, and there were a stream of new parties...
Monday 28th July 2014

School of Government and Society hosts Foreign Office Seminar on EU Enlargement (/schools/government-society/news/schoolwide/2014/07/fco-eu-enlargement.aspx)
The University of Birmingham organized a seminar with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as part of the Balance of Competences Review in the field
of EU Enlargement.
Friday 25th July 2014

50 faces of CREES #53 - Dr Tim Haughton (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-europeanstudies/50-anniversary/profiles/tim-haughton.aspx)
I arrived in CREES in September 2003 initially on a three year contract to cover for Judy Batt, but have been here ever since, serving most recently as
Director of CREES from 2012-14. In that post, it was a pleasure and an honour to initiate and lead the 50th anniversary celebrations (including arranging
the 50+ faces of CREES!), particularly the special annual conference which so many CREESniki attended.
Friday 25th July 2014

Dr Tim Haughton hands over the Directorship of CREES to Dr Richard Connolly and Dr Jeremy Morris (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/07/new-crees-directors.aspx)
After two years as the Director of CREES, Tim Haughton hands the Directorship of the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies to Richard
Connolly and Jeremy Morris.
Friday 25th July 2014

IGS podcast: Ethics and the Holocaust (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/07/ethics-holocaust.aspx)
Speakers: Professor Marc Silberman, University of Wisconsin - Madison "The Ethics of Teaching Holocaust Violence". Justin Court, University of
Wisconsin – Madison "The Ethics of Viewing Holocaust Violence".
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

IGS podcast: From Wars of Liberation to Star Wars: Friedrich Schiller's Pop Culture Legacy (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/07/from-wars-liberation-to-star-wars.aspx)
Speaker: Professor Jeffrey L. High (California State University Long Beach), "From Wars of Liberation to Star Wars: Friedrich Schiller's Pop Culture
Legacy"
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

The Conversation: As Russia votes with Security Council, could MH17 be providing a wake-up call? (http://theconversation.com/as-russiavotes-with-security-council-could-mh17-be-providing-a-wake-up-call-29522)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. The unanimous vote in the UN Security Council on the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over rebelcontrolled territory in eastern Ukraine is a welcome step. The resolution, drafted by Australia which lost 37 people in the tragedy, condemns the downing
of the aircraft and calls for all states to co-operate with the investigation and demands that armed groups allow open access to the crash site.
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

New book series: Global Political Economies of Gender and Sexuality (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/03/global-political-economies-gender-sexuality.aspx)
Dr Nicola Smith, Senior Lecturer in POLSIS, has recently signed a book series. The book series is called 'Global Political Economies of Gender and
Sexuality', is being published by Rowman & Littlefield International and is edited by Nicola Smith, Adrienne Roberts (University of Manchester) and
Juanita Elias (University of Birmingham). The series has just started and they will have a big launch once the first books have been commissioned.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Conversation: How far were Russia's 'little green men' involved in the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17?
(http://theconversation.com/how-far-were-russias-little-green-men-involved-in-the-downing-of-malaysia-airlines-flight-mh17-29422)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. The shooting down of the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 in Eastern Ukraine on 17th June has placed the conflict which

has engulfed that part of Ukraine into an entirely new context. It has transformed the event from a localised, regional rebellion into a crisis that brings
Russia's role into the open.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Israeli-Palestinian crisis: A distressing déjà vu (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/07/israeli-palestiniancrisis.aspx)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. The most depressing aspect of the current round of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, beyond the death toll and the
human suffering, is the sheer predictability of this crisis. As far as contemporary armed conflicts go, few could match the intensity, inevitability and
perpetuity of the ongoing struggle between the militant group Hamas and the Israeli government.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: Thaw in UK-Iran relations will depend on Rouhani's actions, not his words, say MPs (http://theconversation.com/thaw-inuk-iran-relations-will-depend-on-rouhanis-actions-not-his-words-say-mps-29111)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. The House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee's new report on policy towards Iran contains no surprises – startling new
departures aren't in the nature of such documents – but does help crystallise a couple of important features of the present posture of the Western
coalition's posture towards Iran.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: The BRICS plan for a new world order begins with a bank (http://theconversation.com/the-brics-plan-for-a-new-worldorder-begins-with-a-bank-29251)
Written by Dr Marco Vieira. Could history one day judge the latest BRICS summit as significant as the Bretton Woods conference of 1944? That is the
hope of leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa as they meet in the city of Fortaleza, Brazil to establish a new institutional
architecture to counter (or maybe complement) the Western-controlled finacial system.
Thursday 17th July 2014
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