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News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/index.aspx) from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
New book series: Global Political Economies of Gender and Sexuality (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/03/global-political-economies-gender-sexuality.aspx)
Dr Nicola Smith, Senior Lecturer in POLSIS, has recently signed a book series. The book series is called 'Global Political Economies of Gender and
Sexuality', is being published by Rowman & Littlefield International and is edited by Nicola Smith, Adrienne Roberts (University of Manchester) and
Juanita Elias (University of Birmingham). The series has just started and they will have a big launch once the first books have been commissioned.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Conversation: How far were Russia's 'little green men' involved in the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17?
(http://theconversation.com/how-far-were-russias-little-green-men-involved-in-the-downing-of-malaysia-airlines-flight-mh17-29422)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. The shooting down of the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 in Eastern Ukraine on 17th June has placed the conflict which
has engulfed that part of Ukraine into an entirely new context. It has transformed the event from a localised, regional rebellion into a crisis that brings
Russia's role into the open.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Israeli-Palestinian crisis: A distressing déjà vu (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/07/israeli-palestiniancrisis.aspx)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. The most depressing aspect of the current round of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, beyond the death toll and the
human suffering, is the sheer predictability of this crisis. As far as contemporary armed conflicts go, few could match the intensity, inevitability and
perpetuity of the ongoing struggle between the militant group Hamas and the Israeli government.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: Thaw in UK-Iran relations will depend on Rouhani's actions, not his words, say MPs (http://theconversation.com/thaw-inuk-iran-relations-will-depend-on-rouhanis-actions-not-his-words-say-mps-29111)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. The House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee's new report on policy towards Iran contains no surprises – startling new
departures aren't in the nature of such documents – but does help crystallise a couple of important features of the present posture of the Western
coalition's posture towards Iran.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: The BRICS plan for a new world order begins with a bank (http://theconversation.com/the-brics-plan-for-a-new-worldorder-begins-with-a-bank-29251)
Written by Dr Marco Vieira. Could history one day judge the latest BRICS summit as significant as the Bretton Woods conference of 1944? That is the
hope of leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa as they meet in the city of Fortaleza, Brazil to establish a new institutional
architecture to counter (or maybe complement) the Western-controlled finacial system.
Thursday 17th July 2014

Podcast: Challenges to emerging and established powers: Brazil and the United Kingdom in the contemporary global order
(/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/06/brazil-united-kingdom-contemporary-globalorder.aspx)
This workshop organised by Dr Marco Vieira and Dr Jonathan Grix (30-31 May 2014) and hosted by the University of Birmingham aimed to critically
examine the prospects of either cooperation or competition between Brazil and the United Kingdom in several dimensions of contemporary global order.
Friday 20th June 2014

3-year PhD Studentships available in the ICCS (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/06/iccs-funded-phd-studentship.aspx)
The Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security (ICCS) was recently awarded a major grant to develop a new research stream in social neuroscience
and international security, building on its vibrant research culture in the fields of trust and cooperation. As part of this project, the ICCS is seeking to
appoint a series of new posts, including two new PhD studentships in the areas of Cybersecurity and Social Neuroscience and Security.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Dr Huw Macartney (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-huw-macartney.aspx)
Dr Huw Macartney is a political economist whose work is broadly concerned with the politics of banking and financial services. Huw's current research
focuses on two big themes: UK and European banking reform following the global financial crisis; and depoliticisation and its relationship to the

Eurozone debt crisis.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-nicholas-wheeler.aspx)
Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler is Professor of International Relations and Director of the Institute for Conflict, Cooperation, and Security at the University
of Birmingham.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Video: Dr Christalla Yakinthou at TEDxUniversityofBirmingham (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/christalla-yakinthou-tedx-uob.aspx)
Dr Christalla Yakinthou, Birmingham Fellow in the POLSIS gave a talk on "Reaching out to enemy communities after conflict" at the recent TEDx
University of Birmingham based around the theme of Throwing Caution to the Wind -- or in other words, risk taking.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Dr Christalla Yakinthou (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-christalla-yakinthou.aspx)
Dr Christalla Yakinthou is a political scientist specialising in conflict transformation in deeply divided and post-war countries. She has specific expertise
in transitional justice, conflict within societies, and constitutional design.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Professor Stefan Wolff (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-stefan-wolff.aspx)
A political scientist by background, Professor Stefan Wolff specialises in the management of contemporary security challenges, especially in the
prevention and settlement of ethnic conflicts and civil wars and in post-conflict state-building in deeply divided and war-torn societies.
Thursday 19th June 2014

POLSIS Academic Researches European Elections in Central and Eastern Europe (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2014/06/tim-haughton-european-elections.aspx)
Tim Haughton undertook a research trip during the recent European elections visiting party offices, interviewing politicians and activists and collected
campaign material in Central and Eastern Europe.
Wednesday 18th June 2014

Annual CREES Conference Demonstrates the Strength of CREES Expertise (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/06/annual-conference.aspx)
Staff, students and alumni of CREES plus some specially invited guests gathered at Cumberland Lodge in Windsor Great Park for the annual conference
of the Centre for Russian and East European Studies (CREES) in June 2014.
Wednesday 18th June 2014

The Conversation: Bush's folly has left Obama out of options as ISIS surges in Iraq (http://theconversation.com/bushs-folly-has-left-obamaout-of-options-as-isis-surges-in-iraq-27949)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. Since 2003 (and, really, for years before that) Iraq has become, with only the most fleeting exceptions, a source of nothing
but the most exquisitely awful sort of news. But even by its own standards, the events of the past 72 hours have surely exceeded the expectations of
even connoisseurs of tactical disaster.
Monday 16th June 2014

The Conversation: Watered-down recall bill proves MPs just don't get it (http://theconversation.com/watered-down-recall-bill-proves-mpsjust-dont-get-it-27732)
Written by Chris Game. "Meaningless", "a stitch-up", "a breathtakingly cynical attempt to convey an impression of democratic reform" – this was how
Conservative MP Zac Goldsmith reacted to his own government's announcement in the Queen's Speech that ministers would, after all, be introducing a
recall of MPs Bill before the 2015 election.
Tuesday 10th June 2014

Birmingham academic injects new life in to civil society in Albania (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2014/06/birmingham-academicinjects-new-life-in-to-civil-society-in-Albania.aspx)

Significant improvements to the economy of the Balkans region can be made if the Albanian government invests in a new €350 million road, argues an
academic from the University of Birmingham. Dr Gëzim Alpion, Lecturer in Sociology, has instigated a petition for state leaders to meet their election
promises and construct a highway linking Tirana with Dibra, one of the most impoverished regions in Albania.
Friday 6th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: Why transitional justice proponents say the field is important: The risk of leaving things as they are
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/06/why-transitional-justice-proponents-say-the-field-is-important-the-risk-of-leaving-things-as-they-are/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Continuing on from yesterday, generally, regardless of the focus, TJ presupposes that there is a significant risk in
leaving things the way they are, after conflict.
Friday 6th June 2014

Podcast: The terrible, horrible, no good, very bad European elections edition (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/06/european-elections-podcast-04.aspx)
The Politics @ Birmingham Podcast: Episode 04. This episode, we talk about the European elections of 22-25 May, which saw record highs for
Eurosceptic and populist parties in several countries, including UKIP in the United Kingdom and the National Front in France. We discuss the reasons
for this result, the extent to which it represents a Europe-wide backlash against Brussels, and its consequences for European politics.
Friday 6th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: Confronting legacies of violence after conflict: What is Transitional Justice?
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/05/confronting-legacies-of-violence-after-conflict-what-is-transitional-justice/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Transitional justice (TJ) is essentially a field that grew around a single question: how do you address the legacy of
conflict-related violence and widespread human rights abuses? The first time that we as an international community really had to think about how to
address the mess of war and the impact of genocide and what consequently became known as crimes against humanity was of course at the
Nuremburg Trials in relation to the holocaust in the wake of World War Two.
Thursday 5th June 2014
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