University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/index.aspx) from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Research video: Dr Tim Haughton (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/01/research-video-tim-haughton.aspx)
Dr Tim Haughton is a political scientist with a particular interest in electoral and party politics, the relationship between politics and government, the
interaction between domestic and European sources of change, the relationship between Britain and the EU, the role of the past in the politics of the
present and the domestic politics of Slovakia, Slovenia and the Czech Republic.
Monday 19th January 2015

Corporeal Capitalism: The Body in International Political Economy (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/01/corporeal-capitalism.aspx)
New special section of the journal 'Global Society' on body politics in the global economy edited by University of Birmingham Senior Lecturer.
Monday 19th January 2015

Former Student Becomes Albanian Deputy Foreign Minister (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/01/former-student-becomes-albanian-deputy-foreign-minister.aspx)
Former PhD Student Odeta Barbullushi has been appointed Albania's new Deputy Foreign Minister.
Monday 19th January 2015

The arrival (and departure) of the parliamentary single-termers (http://theconversation.com/the-arrival-and-departure-of-the-parliamentarysingle-termers-36374)
Written by Chris Game. All university admissions tutors know about single-termers. They are those students – some badly advised and intellectually
bewildered, others more devious – who decide around mid-November that they want to change degrees, study elsewhere or just drop out. They're a pain,
but higher education is a complex world and, after all, they are young. MPs, you might suppose, would be different. But in this parliament anyway, you'd
be dead wrong.
Monday 19th January 2015

Al-Qaeda's Yemen branch adds Paris attacks to list of successes (http://theconversation.com/al-qaedas-yemen-branch-adds-paris-attacksto-list-of-successes-36308)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. Al-Qaeda's most active and notorious branch – the Yemen-based al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) – has
claimed responsibility for the attack on Charlie Hebdo in Paris. While some questions remain about the full credibility of the claim, it is not entirely
implausible: it's been established that some of the attackers had been trained in Yemen, and at least one of them had met AQAP's former chief
ideologue, Anwar al-Awlaki, the American-born jihadist killed in a US drone strike in 2011.
Monday 19th January 2015

Ukraine steels for more unrest as Donetsk bus attack kills 12 (http://theconversation.com/ukraine-steels-for-more-unrest-as-donetsk-busattack-kills-12-36266)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. The deadly attack on a bus carrying civilians near Donetsk, killing at least 12 of them and wounding many more,
comes in the wake of yet another round of failed talks among the foreign ministers of Russia, Ukraine, Germany, and France. It also follows a pattern of
persistent violence between rebels and government forces that has made a mockery of a ceasefire agreement brokered between the two sides back in
September 2014.
Thursday 15th January 2015

Political Engagement and political alternatives in the age of austerity (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/01/political-engagement-political-alternatives-in-the-age-of-austerity.aspx)
Scholars from Italy, Ireland, Germany and the UK attended a workshop in Birmingham examining political engagement and political alternatives in light of
the current crisis affecting Europe.
Tuesday 13th January 2015

Two More PhD Successes Highlight the Strength of POLSIS Doctoral Research (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2014/12/phd-successes.aspx)
Two more doctoral researchers successfully defend their PhD theses.
Tuesday 16th December 2014

Slovak Expert Visits University of Birmingham (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-europeanstudies/news/2014/12/slovak-expert-visits-birmingham.aspx)
Leading Expert on Slovak politics, Marek Rybar of Comenius University, visited the University of Birmingham.
Tuesday 16th December 2014

CREES staff member delivers talk at The National Defence Academy of Latvia (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/12/derek-averre-delivers-talk-national-defence-academy-of-latvia.aspx)
Dr Derek Averre of CREES/POLSIS spoke about Europe and the Ukraine crisis at the National Defence Academy of Latvia, Riga, on 03 December 2014.
Monday 15th December 2014

IGS podcast: Disobeying Hitler: German Resistance in the last year of WWII (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/12/disobeying-hitler.aspx)
Speaker: Randall Hansen (University of Toronto).
Thursday 11th December 2014

Podcast: Ethics in Syria: Analysing the International Response (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/12/ethics-in-syria.aspx)
The Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security, in conjunction with the Centre for Global Ethics, organised this timely panel discussion of the
ongoing crisis in Syria. Leading academics and human rights activists convened a panel to discuss the ethics of responding to the crisis in Syria.
Tuesday 9th December 2014

Podcast: The New Challenges and Choices of the South Caucasus: Between Political, Cultural and Economic Priorities
(/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/11/challenges-and-choices-of-the-southcaucasus.aspx)
Dr Denis Dvornikov spoke on the current political situation in the South Caucasus region, focussing on the new challenges linked with geopolitical
integration projects such as the Eurasian Economic Union and the Iran factor as well as the situation with the region's non-recognised states (Abkhazia,
South Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh). He will also address recent events in Russia – Georgia dialogue and perspectives for economic development.
Friday 5th December 2014

Focus on the Caucasus (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/12/focus-on-thecaucasus.aspx)
A roundtable on the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict, a presentation on the challenges and choices of the South Caucasus and participation at conferences in
Baku highlight research strengths and interest in the Caucasus.
Thursday 4th December 2014

Moldova's future in the balance after uncertain election result (http://theconversation.com/moldovas-future-in-the-balance-after-uncertainelection-result-34895)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. Moldova has gone to the polls in a vote seen as crucial for determining the country's future direction. Preliminary
results indicate that the pro-European parties together achieved about 44% of the vote, while those parties considered to be more pro-Russia came in
with just under 40% of the vote, on a turnout of around 56%. These headline figures, however, mask a more complicated picture.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

IGS podcast: The Dark Side of EU-rope: Imperium Europaeum? (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/12/the-dark-side-of-eu-rope.aspx)
Speakers: David Engels (Université Libre de Bruxelles), Hauke Brunkhorst (University of Flensburg). .Chair: Julian Pänke (IGS)
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

ESRC PhD studentships (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/12/esrc-phd-studentships.aspx)
The School of Government and Society invites applications for fully-funded ESRC studentships for postgraduate research beginning in September 2015.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

POLSIS Seminar Series Discusses Major Topical Issues (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/11/polsis-seminar-series.aspx)
The POLSIS seminar series this autumn focused on the implications of the Scottish referendum result, the state of the European Union, the 25th
anniversary of the 1989 revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe, and the liberal quest for world order.
Friday 28th November 2014

CREES Annual Report Highlights Vibrancy of the Centre (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-europeanstudies/news/2014/11/annual-report-2013-14.aspx)
The 2013-14 annual report for the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies (CREES) has just been published.
Friday 28th November 2014

Podcast: The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: The Uses and Misuses of History (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/11/nagorno-karabakh-conflict.aspx)
This round-table discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict which is one of the most complex and protracted ethno-territorial conflicts in the post-Soviet
space. It focused on the role of historical narrative in the political discourse of all parties involved in the conflict. The round-table gathered together
scholars and policy-makers with a lengthy empirical and political experience of this turbulent region.
Thursday 27th November 2014
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