University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/index.aspx) from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Bursaries for Postgraduate Study in POLSIS 2015/16 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/courses/scholarships-bursaries.aspx)
For the Academic year 2014-15, POLSIS is pleased to offer a range of full and partial bursaries for both domestic/EU and non-EU students.
Wednesday 15th October 2014

ICCS Seminar Series 2014/15 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperation-security/events/seminar-series/201415/index.aspx)
ICCS hosts a number of seminars throughout the year which focuses on a number of different topics. Listen to the latest podcasts from our recent
events.
Tuesday 14th October 2014

International Development Forum, Autumn 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/events/2014/international-development-forum/index.aspx)
The International Development Forum is an initiative funded by the University of Birmingham Educational Enhancement Fund to provide an introduction to
international development to students from across the University, at any level of study.
Tuesday 14th October 2014

Podcast: "The Responsibility to Protect" and the Unreasonable Veto (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/10/the-responsibility-to-protect.aspx)
The roots of the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) are to be found in the international community's attempts to navigate a route through UN Security
Council (UNSC) inaction in the face of mass human rights atrocities. The likelihood of such inaction is exacerbated by the ability of UNSC Permanent
members to veto actions which they oppose, but given the level of human suffering which characterises such crises, should this right of veto, unfettered
by the UN Charter, be subject to some degree of constraint? Issues relating to this question are considered in 'The Responsibility to Protect and the
"Unreasonable" Veto'.
Tuesday 14th October 2014

Birmingham Sociologist Invited to Keynote Lecture at the Ikon Gallery (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/10/wil-leggett-keynote-lecture-ikon.aspx)
Dr Will Leggett, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, has been invited to deliver a public lecture at the new Library of Birmingham as part of the Ikon Gallery's
'Those were the decades' 50th anniversary events.
Friday 10th October 2014

Head of POLSIS Trains Diplomats in the Caribbean (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/10/david-dunn-trains-diplomats-caribbean.aspx)
Professor David H Dunn participated in a diplomatic training programme for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for St Kitts and Nevis in Basseterre, in the
Caribbean in late September 2014.
Friday 10th October 2014

China-India border tension risks escalating into more intense conflict (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspective/china-india.aspx)
Written by Dr Tsering Topgyal. "Earlier this month the Chinese president, Xi Jinping, concluded a three-day trip to India. As he set off to meet Narendra
Modi, Xi wrote in The Hindu that China and India "need to become co-operation partners."
Wednesday 8th October 2014

Britain's first air strikes in Iraq - is there a strategy? (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/10/britains-airstrikes-in-iraq-02-10-14.aspx)
On 26 September, British parliament approved the Cameron government's request for authority to carry out air strikes inside Iraq on the Islamic State
terror group. Four days later, two Tornado jets on an 'armed surveillance' mission dropped the first bombs, hitting a jihadist heavy-weapon position and
an armed pick-up truck.

Friday 3rd October 2014

CREES academic delivers talk at book launch (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/10/crees-academic-delivers-talk-book-launch.aspx)
Dr Derek Averre of CREES spoke about Europe and the Ukraine crisis at a book launch at the Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies (IFS) in Oslo.
Thursday 2nd October 2014

Why Brooks Newmark is a twit, but not a knit-wit (http://theconversation.com/why-brooks-newmark-is-a-twit-but-not-a-knit-wit-32291)
Written by Chris Game. Two topics now compete for the opening paragraph in MP Brooks Newmark's political obituary. One is of course his hubris in
thinking that a 26-year old woman – be she Tory or not – would be interested in photos of his genitalia. The other, though, are his thoughts, as the shortlived minister for civil society, about charities and knitting.
Thursday 2nd October 2014

China and India's border dispute rises to dangerous new heights (http://theconversation.com/china-and-indias-border-dispute-rises-todangerous-new-heights-32125)
Written by Dr Tsering Topgyal. On September 19 the Chinese president, Xi Jinping, concluded a three-day trip to India. As he set off to meet Narendra
Modi, Xi wrote in The Hindu that China and India "need to become co-operation partners." This does not explain why his soldiers entered Indian territory
without authorisation on the first day of his visit.
Monday 29th September 2014

EU pragmatism has rewarded Russia's brazen trade bullying (http://theconversation.com/eu-pragmatism-has-rewarded-russias-brazentrade-bullying-32050)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk and Rilka Dragneva-Lewers. Few bilateral agreements have ever had such turbulent history and implications as the
Association Agreement between the EU and Ukraine.
Monday 29th September 2014

Exit, Voice and Loyalty in the Public Sphere: On the Hollowing Out of Universities and the 'Trojan Horse' Attack on the Muslim Community
in the UK, By Justin Cruickshank and Ioana Cerasella Chis (http://bit.ly/1rxLX3B)
Written By Dr Justin Cruickshank and Ioana Cerasella Chis. In the discussion below we will offer our definition of neo-liberalism as an elite project that
hollows out education and communities; relating this to the questions of why academics are not usually public intellectuals and how the UK Coalition
Government demonised a dialogic education offered by some schools in Birmingham with a majority of Muslim pupils.
Friday 26th September 2014

Things will never be the same again: reflections on the Scottish referendum
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/09/reflections-on-the-Scottish-referendum-18-09-14.aspx)
Written by Professor Colin Thain. Whatever the outcome of today's referendum of 3.5 million voters in Scotland, Friday 19 September 2014 will be an
epoch-making day in the politics of these islands. For once, the hyperbole is justified.
Thursday 18th September 2014

Ban pre-election opinion polls at your peril (http://theconversation.com/ban-pre-election-opinion-polls-at-your-peril-31762)
Written by Chris Game. I really thought we might make it. We'd got past the publication of YouGov's potentially constitution-changing poll showing a
minuscule lead for the Yes campaign without anyone grabbing for an easy headline by calling for opinion polls to be banned in the run-up to elections
and referendums.
Thursday 18th September 2014

Scotland vote appears to be defying usual referendum swing (http://theconversation.com/scotland-vote-appears-to-be-defying-usualreferendum-swing-31490)
Written by Chris Game. It seems Scottish voters are warming to the whole independence idea, then – bucking the trend that the experts have been
telling us for months they're almost bound to follow.
Monday 15th September 2014

The staff at the School of Government and Society look forward to meeting all new students for the start of the 2014/15 academic year. All the
information you'll need for starting at the University of Birmingham can be found on our Welcome homepage.
Friday 12th September 2014

Podcast: The Security Impact of Drone Warfare (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/09/security-impact-of-drone-warfare.aspx)
From counter-terrorism operations in Afghanistan, to Amazon delivery services, the use (and ownership) of drone technology has major implications for
domestic and international security. But what are the legal and ethical implications of this technology, and can drones ever be fully autonomous? Join
leading experts for a topical and timely debate on the civilian and military use of drones.
Thursday 11th September 2014

POLSIS Seminar Series 2014-15 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/seminar-series/2014-15/index.aspx)
POLSIS hosts a number of seminars throughout the year which focuses on a number of different topics. Listen to the latest podcasts from our recent
events.
Wednesday 10th September 2014

Student Exchange and Year Abroad (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/teaching/year-abroad.aspx)
Dr Huw Macartney talks about why you should do a year abroad degree with the Department of Political Science and International Studies. All
programmes offered in the POLSIS provide students with the opportunity to develop a broad disciplinary knowledge base and a range of analytical and
transferable skills, as well as allowing them to build up expertise in specific areas of political life.
Wednesday 10th September 2014
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